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RASMUS „ an. 
Author of ſ great Re- 
pute, | both for the Piety - 
| and Exatneſs of His 
Writings, that nothing need be ſaid 
by the Tranſlator to recommend or 
ſet Him off, In Mis own dreſs [ie 


| bids d:fiance to the Critic... How- 


ever, this muſt be allowed, that He 


appears in fome Places a little 
tainted with the Errors F Rome, 
tho* in others, He ſeverely laſhes 
them, In this Reſpet He carries 
Matters ſo even, that the wiſeſt 
and moſt judicious Men have been 
at a loſs, to know where to place 
Him, But that the Pious Engliſh 
Reader foul have no cauſe for 
Complaint: Care is taken' to male 
Him /peak every where like à Pro- 

% A 2 teſtant, 


The PREFACE. 


teſtant,by leaving out what could not 
be amended, and by amending what 
could, And *tis in this only that J 
have departed from the Senſe of this 
Renown'd Scholar and Practical 
Divine: Which is ſuch an Injury, 
as J hope will eaſily be forgiven ; 
eſpecially ſince in other Parts I have 
throughout the whole almoſt Verbal- 
ly Tranſlated Him, which perhaps 
Some may diſlike, as leſs agreeable 


to the Smoothneſs and Elegancy of 


the Stile, But as the Work was 


- undertaken for the Good of Pious 


Chriſtians an order to fortifie their 


Minds againſt the Terrors of 
DEATH; mot to ſatisfie the rigid 
unreaſonable Demands of Superci- 


lious Pedants, but to inform the 
Ignorant, and Confirm the Dubi- 
ous : So this was the deſign of the 
Tranſlator too, in rendring it into 
the Language of our Country : That 
the Excellent Thoughts of ſo worthy 


a Man might not be wholly loſt to + 


thoſe who did not underſtand the 
Original. 


THE 
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De vout Cbriſtiaus 
| PREPARATIVE 


F all the Things 
I that are Terrible in 
the World, Death is 
the moſt Terrible, 
ſaid Ariſtotle, a very 
famous Heathen 
Philoſopher ; but he ſaid ſo, bo- 
> cauſe he had not heard our Hea- 
venly Philoſopher, who hath in- 
ſtructed us not only by his Words, 
but likewiſe by his Example, 
That Man doth not periſh by the 
Death of the Body, but his Parts 
. 4 ara 
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are ſeparared ; that his Soul be- 
ing thereby fer at Liberty from 
Priſon, enjoys a bleſſed Reſt; and 
that his Body ſhall one day re- 
vive, to be a Sharer in that Glo- 
ry. He had not heard that Ma- 
xim of the Holy Ghaſt, Rev. 14 13. 
Bleſſed are the Dread which die in 
the Lord. He never heard St. 
Paul ſpeak and groan and beg for 
Death, that he might be with 
Feſus Chriſt ; Phil. i. 23. Being 
perſuaded, that for him, to {ive 
was Chriſt, and to die was Gain, 
V. 21, It is no wonder, that 
thoſe who think that Man pe- 
riſhes wholly, and who are with- 
out Hope, which only Faith in 
Chrsft affords us, ſhould both de- 
plare the Death of others, and 
alſo dread and abhor their own. 
But it appears Amazing, that 
People inſtructed in Chriftian 
Philoſophy, and that profeſs ir 
ſhould be afraid of Death, as i 
they believed, that there was no- 


thing of Man remained after 


Heath, or diſtruſted the n | 
| | | 0 
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© Preparative to Death. 
of Feſus Chriſt, or deſpaired of 


their own Salvation. The firſt is 
the part of Epicures; the ſecond 
of Incredulous People; the third 
of thoſe that are ignorant of 
God's Mercy. | | 

In this Particular they reſem- 
ble the Gent iles very much, who 
know not God. For he knows 
not God who knows not that he is 
of infinite Mercy. | 

Tis, without all Controverſy, 
that the Reaſon why the gene- 
rality of Mankind are ſo afraid 
at the Thoughts of Death, pro- 
ceeds partly from the weakneſs 
of their Faitb, and partly from 
the great Love they have for the 
things of this World. For that 
Man can never be afraid, who is 
able to ſay with full aſſurance, 
as St. Paul does, Rom. 14.8. Whe- 
ther we live, we live unto the Lord, 
or whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord : therefore, whether we live or 
die we are the Lord's, That 
which the Lord hath once taken 
into his Care and Tuition, can 
A 4 never 
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never periſh. Whence that Say- 
ing of the Prophet, which is a 
true Teſtimony of undaunted 
Courage and Reſolution, P/al. 
23. 4. Though I walk through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death, 1 
will fear no Evil: For thou art 
with me, God, who is Faithful 


and Juſt, never at any time for- 


ſakes thoſe who have committed 
themſelves ſolely to his Care 
and Conduct, but kreps them as 
the Apple of the Eye, Pſal, 17. 8. 
He is the Lord of Life, as well as 
of Death, with whom nothing is 
dead; but all Things live, 
— 9 through Faith depend on 
im. 

From the Weakneſs of our 
Faith ſprings the Love of Tem- 
poral Advantages. For if we 
would ſtedfaſtly believe the Pro- 
miſes which God hath made to 
us by his Son Feſus, we would 
ealtly deſpiſe the Pleaſures of 
this Life; and Death, which de- 
prives us of them, and conveys 
us with a ſomething ag 
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(but yet ſhort) Paſſage, would 
appear leſs frightful. The W:/e 
Man criesout, Eccluſ. 41. 1. O Death! 
how bitter is the Remembrance of 
thee 2 But what ſays he farther ? 
To a Man that liveth at Reſt in his 
Poſſeſſions 2 He doth not ſay, to 
a Man that poſſeſſeth Riches, for 
that agrees with many good 
Men, but to a Man that liveth 
at reſt in them. 

What hath been ſpoken of 
Riches, may be underſtood of 
Honours, Pleaſures, Wives, Chil- 


dren, Relations, Friends, of 


Beauty, Youth and good Health; 
in ſhort, of all kind of Benefits 
of which Death equally deprives 
both Good and Bad. The more 
fond we are of any thing, the 
greater is the Relunctancy of be- 
ing forc'd from it. If thou art in 
Love with any thing, thou ſhalt lay 
it down againſt thy Will, ſaith a 
certain wiſe Pagan: And he is 
in Love with theſe Temporary 
things, that reſteth in them, as 
his proper and perpetual Goods ; 
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whereas they are lent but for a 
while, and Tranſitory, to be 
quitted nor only Paticntly, but 
Thankfully, as oft as the Donor 
demands them. 

For, to reſt in this World's 
Goods, is to enjoy thoſe things 
which one ought only to uſe, and 
tl at but by the by; juſt as in a 
Pilgrimage : according to the 4. 
peſtle's Exhortation to the Corin- 
e bi ans. 1 Cor, 7. 29 30, 31. 1 
remaineth that both they that have 
Wives, be as though they had none ; 
and they that weep, as though they 
wept not; and they that rejoyce, as 
though they rejoyced not; and they 
that buy, as though they poſſi ſſed not; 
and they that uſe this World, as 
not abuſing it; for the faſhion of this 
t/orld paſſeth away. We are only 
Travellers in this World, and 
have no liſting abode here; we 
are Strangers in it, who lodge in 
Tents, and not as Citizens, who 
are ſeitled in their own Country. 
This whole Life is but one con- 
tinued Race towards Death, and 
a 
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a Race that is ſoon finiſhed ; but 
Death is the Gate, by which we 
enter into Eternal Lite. 

Among the Few, becauſe Con- 
tracts and Bargains, by the de- 
terminate Rule of their Law, 
were ended at a certain Day, the 
ſhorter the ſpace of time was to 
it, the ſmaller was the price and 
value of their Goods. How lit- 
tle then ought we to eſteem all 
thoſe Pleaſures which laſt but for 
a Moment, which are itable to- 
ſo many Accidents, and which 
Death will certainly deprive us 
of, though no other Accident 
thould do it? 

We are to remember, thatthey 
who run Races obſerve how much 
Ground they leave behind them, 
how much they want to the 
Mark; and in former times, 
they who look'd for the Jubilee, 
knew how long they were to en- 
joy what they had bought. But 
no mortal Man can be aſſured, 
that he ſhall live the next Day. 
We run but with Death in our 

| | Feer, 
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Feet, yea, bearing it about with 
us in our whole Body. 

We have receiv'd our Life from 
God, only with this Condition, to 
be ready to return it back ro him 
every moment when he calls for it. 
Thoꝰ he ſhould grant us an extra- 
ordinary long Life, which is a ve- 
ry rare tbing, yet what is the 
whole Life of Man but a very 
ſhort time in which we run our 
Race, whether we will or no, whe- 
ther we ſleep or wake, whether 
we live in Pleaſure or in Pain? 

The perpetual courſe of Years, 
like an impetuous Torrent, car- 
ries us to the end of it, though 
we and others think that we con- 
tinue always in the ſame State; 
Therefore if we eſtimate World- 
ly Things by the Shortneſs of 
their Duration, they muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be very mean, which have 
not ſo much as one Hour cer- 
rain. And we eaſily part from 
thoſe things for which we have 
but little Value. Like Men up- 


on a Journey, if they meet with 
any 
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any thing either in the Road or 
Inn that pleaſes them, they don't 
very much ſet their Minds on it, 


becauſe they have not long to 


ſtay ;; or in caſe of Difficulty and 
Inconveniency, they bear it pati- 
ently. conſidering that the time's 
but ſhort. I dine here, but ſhall 
ſup in another Place. The Things 
which are ſeen, are Temporal ; the 
Things whieb are not ſeen, are Eter- 
nal; ſaith St. Paul, à Cor. 4. 18, 
We ſhould learn to contemn all 
Temporal and Terreſtrial things, 
by fixing our Thoughts upon the 
conſideration of Heavenly and 


Eternal Bleſſings. 


Plato thought all Philoſophy no- 
thing elſe but a Meditation on 
Death ; meaning by Meditation a 
Preparative, ſuch a ſort of Exer- 
ciſe as that of raw Soldiers, who 
fit themſelves for Fight at the 
Fencing School, This is a no- 
ble Saying, if what was ſpoken 
in a Philoſophical be underſtood 
in a Chriſtian Senſe, For neither 
the Contemplation of Mabe 
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tical Figures ſeparate from Mat- 
ter, nor the Conception of Pla- 
tonical Ideas, cauſe us to die 
well; but if, by the Eye of 
Faith, we conſider thoſe good 
things pailing all Humin Under- 


ſtanding, which God hach promi- 


ſed to thoſe that believe in him 
by his Son Fe/ſus Chriſt, and the 
evil things which he hath threat- 
ned to Unbelieving and Rebelli- 


ous Sinners; theſe will deter us 


from Sinning, thoſe will provoke 
us to do well 

I do not deny but there may 
be everlaſting Truth in ſome 
parts of human Learning, but 
twill never gain one true Happi- 
neſs, 
Now he is Eternal who hath 


promiſed, he alſo is Eternal by 


whom he hath promiſed ; Erer- 
nal the things he hath promiſed, 
Eternal Happineſs to them, that 
with Faith embrace them; Eter- 
nal Miſery to them that flight 
and diſregard: them, This Me- 


ditation of Death is in reality a 


Me d i- 
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Meditation of Life. A Medita- 


tion that doth not only effect what 
the Philoſopher promiſes, that 
the Soul ſhall depart willingly 


from the Tenement of-the Body, 


but that with Chearfulnefs and 


| Jey, it ſhall leap as it were, out 


of a grievous and obſcure Con- 
finement into blefled Liberty, 
and into that truly amiable Light, 
which knows no Night nor Dark- 
neſs. For the Corruptible Body preſ- 


| ſeth down the Soul, and the Earthly 
* Tabernacle weigheth down the Mind 
| that muſeth upon many things, Wifſ- 
Jom. ꝙ 15. On which account the 
: Inſpired Pſalmiſt cries out, P/al, 
142. 7. Bring my Soul out of Pri- 


ſon, that I may praiſe thy Name, O 
Lord. 

Man's chief Good cor :1its in 
praiſing and contemplating his 
Creator and Redeemer, This is 


the End for which he was crea- 


ted. The Weakneſs of this Bo- 
dy in which the Saul is ſhut up, 
which is ſubj<& to ſo many In- 
firmitiee, Neceſſit ies, Evils, and 

Dangers, 
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Dangers, diſturbs often-times this 
Happineſs. . This made St. Paul, 
wearied with his fleſhily Taber- 
nacle, groan miſerably, and cry 
out, Rom, 7. 24. O Wretched Man 
that I am. who ſhall deliver me 
from the Body of this Death! For 


he ſaw that they were the moſt 


Bleſſed and Happy, who dwelt 
in the Houſe of the Lord, prai- 
fing him for ever and ever. This 
has been the Diſpoſition of truly 
Pious Men, whoſe Bodies tho“ 
they live below upon the Earth, 
yet their Treaſure, Heart, and 


Converſation are above in Hea- 


ven. But there are very few ſuch 
eminently Pious Perſons as theſe. 
It is not granted to every one to 
ſay with St. Paul, To me to live is | 
Chriſt, to die is Gain, I deſire to 
depart and te be with Chriſt, We 
who our felves are Weak, pro- 
vide this Comfort for the Weak, 
to whom yet the Examples of 
goed Men are as Spurs to get 
ſtrength of Spirit. Therefore 
during our whole Life we ought 
O 
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to meditate upon Death, and 
excire our Faith, that it may 
be increaſed and ſtrengthened ; 
and accompanied with Charity, 
may produce in us an Hepe which 
maketh not aſhamed, Rom. F. 5. 
We have not any of theſe rhings 


ol our ſelves; they are the Gifts 


of God, which we ought to beg 


" — 


of him by continual Prayer, if 


they be wanting; if we have 
them, to be improved, that they 
may increaſe. The more our 
Faith is joined with Charity, and 
the more ſtedfaſt it is rhro' Hope, 
the leſs ſhall we be afraid of 
Death. For that moſt of us are fo 
afraid at the bare mention of 


Death, proceeds (as we have 
7 ſhewn) in a great meaſure from 


the weakneſs of our Faith, And 


! eſpecially concerning the Promi- 


ſes of God; it is moſt requiſite, 
that our Faith be ſtedfaſt and im- 
moveable. For God is One who 


being true by Nature, can in no 


wiſe deny himſelf. To whom 
the Royal Plalmiſt ſings aloud, 


Hal. 
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 P/al. 119. 89, 90. For ever, O Lord, 


4 . "- — 
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thy word is ſettled in Heaven. Thy 


 Faithfulneſs is unto all Generations, 


Who likewiſe ſays thus of him- 
ſelt in the Holy Goſpel, Mar. 13. 


31. Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs a- 


way, but my word ſhall not paſs away, 
Bur what hath hepromiſed? why, 


Victory over Death, the Fleſb, the 


world, and Satan, He hath pro- 


miſed Remiſſion of Sins, he hath | 
romiſed an Hunderd-fold in this 


orld, and everlaſting Life in the 
World to come. _ 

But upon what Terms and 

Conditions hath he promis'd theſe 


Benefits? for our Righteouſneſs? 
No, in no wiſe, but thro? the. 


Grace of Faith, which is in Chriſt 
Feſus, And that we might be 
more ſecure, the former Hand- 


writing, which the firſt Adam 
had unhappily decypher'd for us, 


he hath made of none effect, faſt- 
ning it to the Crofs, and hath 
given us the Covenant of Grace, 
which he hath ſealed with his 


o] Blood, and confirmed by the 


nu- 
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numerous Teſtimonies of Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Vir- 
gins, who have alſo ſubſcribed 
with their Blood, "The whole 
Communion of Saints hath alſo 
ſubſcribed. In the mean time he 
hath given us the Earneſt of the 
Spirit, 2 Cor, 1. 22. That our Faith 
may not ſtagger in any point. 
Moreover, the Good nels of God, 


not thinking this enough, hath 
1 vouchſafed to all a plain and ma- 


niteſt Example of this Victory in 


his owly begotten Son. For that 
which he overcame, he overcame 


in behalf of his Members, who 


gave himſelf wholly for us. For 


what bad we poor Worms been 
able to have done of our ſelves ? 
Chriſt is our Rightecuſneſs, Chrift 
our Victory, Chriſt our Hope and 


Security, Chriſt is our Crown and 


Triumph. He was born a Child 


and, as Eſaias hath acquainted 


us, Chap. 9. 6. He was born unto 


Us : he was given unto Vs, | 
He taught alſo for us, heale 
Diſeaſes for us, caſt out Devils, 
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20 The Devout Chriſtian's 
was an Hungry and Thirſty for 
us; He was Reviled and Re- 


proached for us. He was ſtruck 


with Horror and Heavineſs at 


the point of Death for us, He 


ſweat Blood for us, He was 
bound and beaten for us, He di- 
ed and roſe again for us. Final- 


ly, He fits at the right Hand of 


the Father for us. Whilſt he took 
upon him all the Puniſhments 


which were due to us, after their 
Force was quaſhed, and after we 
had receiv'd the Power and Virtue | 


of theSpirir, proportionable to our 


Afflictions. After this, he reſign d 
'em over to us in order to ſub- 


due and conquer them, He has 


ſhew'd the way how, given us 
Courage for the Fight, and af: | 
fiſts us in it. Thus he overcomes 


in us, if /o be we abide in him ; 


and we abide in him through Faith 


and Charity, 
It any one makes enquiry 


where this Writing is which ſe- 
cures us, we anſwer, in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, wherein we = 
> : ne ö 
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the Words of God, and not of 


Men. Theſe you are to believe 
as firmly, as it God himſelf had 
ſpoken them to you with his own 


Mouth, nay, I may ſay more 


firmly. For if God ſhould have. 
ſpoke to you by ſome created 
Appearances, perhaps you would 


be inclin'd to doubt (as ſome pi- 


ous Men have done) whether 
there was no deceit at the bot- 


tom. But the Conſent of the 
whole Catholick Church (eviden- 
eing that theſe Books are Divine 


and Canonical) hath left no room 


for Suſpicion; to be ſtudious then 
in theſe Writings as long as we 
live, is the beſt Preparative to 
Death, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom. 
115.4. That we through Patience 
and Comfort of the Scriptures might 
; 4 have Hope. 


Again, if any one ask after 
what manner, and at what time 


Cbriſt overcame theſe? He over- 
came the Fleſh, and ſhew'd the 
manner of overcoming it, when 
in the Nature he had taken upon 


him 


22 The Devout Chriſtian's 
him being ſore afraid of Death, 
he ſaith to his Father, Luke 12. 


42. Not my Wil, but thy Will be © 


for 


Pl 


done, And in another Place he 


reſtifies of himſelf, Jobs 5. 30. I 


ſeek not mine own Will, but the + 
Will of the Father which hath ſent 


me, There is nothing ſo terrible 


to humane Nature, but what . 


may be overcome by the Aſſiſt- 


ance of Feſus Chriſt, if we will re- 
ſign our ſelves entirely to the 


good Will of God, and patiently 
ubmit to his Divine Pleaſure ; 
and always, in our moſt grievous 


Afflictions, have in our Mind the 


Saying of good old Eli, 1 Sem. 3. 


18. Itis the Lord, let bim do what | 
ſeemeth him good. Theſe Words 


are not Magical, but yet of more 
Power and Efficacy than all En- 
chantments. Whoſocver ſhall 
ſpeak theſe Words from the bot- 
tom of bis Heart, and ſtedfaſtl 

continue in this Faith, he hat 

no cauſe to deſpair, even tho” the 
whole Army of Evils, together 
with the Powers of Hell, ſhould 
ruſh in upon him alone, He 


| Preparative to Death, 23 
He is Almighty that fighteth 


for us, and who faith in the 


Pſalm, P/al. 91. 15. I will be with 


him in Trouble, I will deliver him 
and bonour him, When thou hear- 
Jeſt, I will be with him in Trouble, 
regard not thine own Strength, 
but the Power of him that help- 
eth thee; when thou heareſt, I 
will deli ver him, don't deſpair, tho? 
thy Afflictions laſt long, he will 
undoubtedly perform his Pro- 
miſe, and knows which is the 
propereſt Seaſon to reſcue thee 
from Troubles. When thou hear- 


eſt, I will bonour him, be well aſ- 


ſured, that as thou haſt been a 
Copartner of the Croſs with Chriſt, 
Iſo thou ſhalt alſo be a Partaker 
2with him of Glory. But remem- 
per what went before, He cried 


to me. It is thy Duty to cry, 


and to cry unto the Lord ; not to 
the Succour of the World, not 
To thine own Strength and Well- _ 
Doing, but unto the Lord, who a- 
Jone can deliver rhee from thy 
Afflictions. Nothing is more Mk 
than 


. Ie oo Oo Oo—_— 
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than humane Nature! And yet 2 
no Man is able to expreſs, how 
many and how deadly Evils and 8 
Calamities it is liable to. For, to | 
ſay nothing of Thunder, Earth- 
quakes, Inundations of the Sea, ir 
and Chaſms of the Earth, Wars, p 
Robberies, Murders; who can 1: 
reckon up the ſeveral kinds of | 
Diſeaſes? and amongſt theſe how 

many are there ſo ſad and terri- # 
ble, that mortal Men tremble at f. 
the very mention of them? of J) 
which ſort are the Falling Sick- 

neſs, the Palſie, the Ulcer in the d 
Bladder, the Phrenſy. I omit © 
that violent and contagious Di- 
ſtemper, the Plague, which ſpreads F 
it ſelf more and more in ſpite ot; 

all the Phyſicians Remedies ; ſo $1 
that it may be truly and juſtly 

ſaid; SPE 


0 
A Thouſand Fates on Death attend, It. 
Which drag poor Mortals to their end, 

'l 


Nou how is it poſſible that we, 
who are ſo weak both in * 
| an 


*. 
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yet and 'Reſqlution, ſhould be an e- 


aow qual match for ſuch powerful 
and Storms of- Affliction? We ſhould 
to be utterly undone (though there 
rth- were no Sin in the Way, } did not 
Sea, the right Hand of the Lad ſup- 
/ars, port our Weakneſs; belides, there 
can js the Horld that adds to the Dif- 
s of ficulties of the Warfare very 
how much; I call the World the Old 
erri- Man with his ſinful Luſts and Ak- 
le at ſections, though we may proper- 
? of Jy call Men that are given to the 
Sick- Love of this World by the name 
n the bf the World, who have never 
omit teaſed, and never will ceaſe to 
s Di- wage War with their utmoſt 
reads Force and Power againit Chrif 
ite of Fnd his Diſciples. Notwichſtand- 
s; ſo ig the Lord Encourages us to 
juſtly His Battle, ſaying, Joh 16. 33. 
Fe of good Cheer, I have overcome 

ve World. But how much e- 
trend, tranged be was from the Love 
ir end Qt the World, he openly declares, 

| hen be tells Us, Mat, 8. 20. The 
at we, n ef Man hath not where to lay bis 
engrhPead, For every one lays his 


and B Head 
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Head upon that which his Mind 
acquieſces in, and as it were falls 
aſleep. But how outragious and 
wicked this World is, they can- 
not be ignorant who ſeriouſly en- 
deavour to live Godly in Chrift 


Feſus. He hath taken our Luſts 


upon bimſelf, but no otherwiſe 
than be took our Sin, ſuffering in 
our ſtead the Puniſhments which 
were due to our Luſts and Tranſ- 

reſſions. Moreover, what Artil- 

ery ſoever this Vor ld contains, all 
was diſplay'd againft our Lord, 
Contempt, Reproach, Violence, Pow. 


er, Torments and Death, What did 


the World leave unattempred ut- 
terly to aboliſh the Name of Chriſt? 
and behold it lives and flouriſhes 
upon Earth, as well as in Hea- 
ven! Butremember our Lord hath 
overcome,not that we mightſleep, 
but that we might not have any 
cauſe to deſpair. He hath deli- 
vered to us our Enemy, not whol- 
ly Dead, but Weakned and Van- 

uiſhable, that we may receive a 
Crown of Glory by engen 

: wit 
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with him. If you demand, how 
the World may be overcome, St. 
John, our Saviour's Boſom Diſci- 
ple tells you, 1 Fohn 5. 4. This is 
(faith he) be Victory that over co- 
meth the World, even our Faith. 
Strive then with Faith, puttin 
your whole truſt in the Lord, an 
do not Queſtion but you ſhall 
come off Conquerour through bis 
mighty A'd and Aſſiſtance. Sin 
is ſtill behind, in which we were 
unhappily born, and into which 
after Baptiſm, we more unhappi- 
ly relapſed; a fad and heavy Bur- 
den, which 6nks both Soul and 
Body into Hell. 
This Burden likewife, which 
was not to be born by us, God 
hath vouchſafed to take upon 
himſelf, as Iſaiah had prophe ſied, 
Ch. 53. 5. The Chaſtiſement of eur 
Peace was upon him, and with his 
Stripes we are healed, To the 
fame purpoſe, 2 Cor, 5. 21. he hath 
made him to be Sin for us, who knew 
no Sin, that we might be made the 
Bz Right 


— — — 
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is the only thing which breeds 


Diſcord and Enmity between God. 


and Man, as I1/aib teſtifies. But 
our merciful Farher, when no 
ſufficient Sacrifice could be found, 
ro expiate the Sins of Mankind, 
fent- bis Son, a Lamb without Spot 


or Blemiſn, reconciling the World 


to bimſelf, by this moſt pure Ob- 
lation, 


Righteouſneſs of God in him, Siw 


2 — 


But here ir may be objected, if 

by Cbriſt Sin is quite taken away, 
how comes it to paſs that the 
whole Life of Man abounds with + 


Lin ? for I ſpeak now e . ; 


even good Men. I am fure 


did not rake away all Sin, but 


weakned the Force and Strength 
of it; not that there might be no 
Sin in us, but that Sin might not 
Reign in us, as it Reigns in thoſe, 
who have not fixed the Anchor 
of their Hope in the Lord Jeſus, 


but ſerve the Fleſh and the Luſts 
thereof. To this end St. Paul ad- 
viſes, Rom. 6. 12. That we ſuffer not 


Sin to reign in our mortal Bodies, 
theres 
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Ss e's matter for Contention ſti 
| — left; but the Weapons — = 


in 
| he hath made Sin for us, and 
_ Sin hath condemned Sin. x _ 
3 We have another lurking Ene- 
d,if M ſtill, namely, Satan, the Fa- 
We, ther of both Sin and Death, and 
1 Prince of this Darkneſs; whoſe © 
wich | Power and never ceaſing malici- 
ning dus Artifices the Children of Ligbi 
oh 5 ate horribly afraid of. whilſt they 
„ but trembling cry unto their Father, 
nark 1 Lake 11. 4. Lead us not into Tem- 


be no 


a ptasion. but deliver ns from Evil, 

at nor This is that Tempter and Ac- 
thoſe, | cuſer of the Brethren, who, ac- 
nchor | cording to St. Peter's Deſcription, | 
Jeſus, ; x Per, J. 8. Walketh about 45 4 rear 
Luſts Lion, ſeeking whom he may de- 
ad- vr. But the Lord hath van- 
Fer not quiſhed his Enemies Afſiulrs in 
Bodies, his own Perſon, and hath alfo 
there's, B 3 taught 


F 
A . 
3 
1 
F 
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taught us to overcome them. He 
made very frequent Aſſaults upon 
our Lord. For this St. Luke inti- 
mates, when he ſaich, Chap. 4. 
13. And be departed from him for 4 
Seaſon, But he always went away 
Conquer'd. How Conquered ? 
Why, being driven back with the 
Shield of the Holy Scriptare, and 
wounded with the Word of God. 
Therefore as oft as he prompts 
us to do any thing which is con- 
trary to God's Will, declared to us 
in Holy Writ, he muſt be kill'd, 
with the Sword of the Hoh Word, 
and (as David dealt with Goliah) 
let us ſmite him with five ſmooth 
Stones gather'd out of the myſti- 
cal Brook of the Scriptures, But 
when we commence Battel with 
this Goliah, let us firſt caſt aſide 
the Weapons of Saul, the Armour 
of Pride, This Armour is the 
Preſump:ion of HWorldly Wiſdom, 
too great Confidence in our own 
Merits and Strength, which rather 
load than help us. The Staff of 
Faith, which comforts and ſup- 

4 ports 


ſufficient. 
troubleſome ſay, Get rhee behind 
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ports us in this our Pilgrimage, 
and the hve Words which St. Paul 


ſpeaks in the Church, theſe are 
If he be too buſie and 


me Satan; it is much more cqui- 


table to obey Almighty God, who 


calls us to Eternal Glory, than thee, 
a ſubtil Fiend, whoſe only Aim 
and Endeavour is to entice us to 
Eternal Ruin. There Faith acts 
the principal Part. Whence St. 
Peter, 1 Pet. 5. 9 Whomreſiſt, ſted- 
faſt in the Faith, Believe the Scri- 


pturet; put all your Truſt and 


Confidence in Chriſt, and the V- 


 Ctory is your own. 


But there are a ſort of Devils 
who will not be caſt out, except 
by Prayer and Faſting, See here 
are two other Weapons. And it 
is not improbable, that Satan, 
when he had ſo often attacked 
our Saviour, and all ro no Pur- 


1 Poſe, heaped. rogether all his En- 


gines and Devices upon the Croſs, 
when he ſaw him juſt at the Point 
of Death, This of a certain is 

B 4 the 
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the laſt and worſt Engagement, 
| | the Event of which is either Erer- 
|| mal Happineſs, or Perpetual Confu- 
\, Sion, For he ſaith, Jobn 14. 30. 
j j The Prince of this World cometh 
5: ' emvito me, and hath nothing in me. 
Neither is it in the leaſt to be 
| il queſtioned, but that which he 
| | «Aurſt attempt to do unto Chriſt 
= | | Himſelf, he dares do to his Chil- 
| | | dren. But as he was overcome 


Geir wF 
"= ” WW - Aveo 


by him, fo {hall he be overcome 
by us, through bis Aid and Bleſ- 
fing. For whenever he Aſſfaults 
| thoſe in whom Chriſt dwells thro? - 
| | | Faith and Charity, he Wages ' 
War with Chriſt himſelf, in 
| whom, whilſt we faithfully per- 
| ſevere, he ſhall be overcome 
| dy us more ſhamefully and dif- 
1 gracefully, than by our Lord 
; Himſelf. Philip, 5. 13. I can do all 
= Things (faith the Apoſtle) thro 
Ci which ſtrengthneth me, 
I Satan, with whom we Con- 
tend. is called 2% Prince of this 


* k Mila, not that he can claim a- 
ay Right or Title to any one 
* 1 : | | langle | 


* 


1 
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nent, ſingle part of the World, but be- 


Eter - 
onfu- 
30. 
meth 


. DAM ＋ Set 2 1 "oy 


| 


4 


cauſe he Reigns as it were in 
thoſe that love ig. Moreover, be 


that protects us is the Lord of 


Hell, by all tr 


Heaven and Burth, who can do 
more by his Will alone, than the 
whole Com =y of Devils in 

eir treacherous 


Arts and Fallacies. He alone can 


e 


„ 


enter into that ſtrong Man's Houſe, 
and having bound him, ſpoil bis 
Goods, Mat. 12. 20. 

What is there more remaining 
of all our Temptations? Death! 
Death | ſay, at the bare namin 


of which all things are ſilent an 


ſtill. This can neither'be driven 
away by Force, nor avoided by 


Flight, nor deluded by Subtil- 
ty. 
” The firſt and chief Defire of 


Nature is, that every thing 


ſhould defend it ſelf, and always 


continue what it is. But Death, 
in Oppoſition to this Inſtinct of 


Nature, threatens Deſtruction; 


and is ſo much the more dete- 


ſtable, becauſe it ſeparates the 
8-4 deareſt 
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Couple cloſer join'd together, or 
more nearly related, than the 
Foul and the Boah. 

Nov the Mercy of the Lord has 
mitigatcd this horrible Fear. Frft, 
becauſe for our ſakes he did not 
refuſe to undergo in bis own Per- 
ſon, the Sorrows of Death, nor 
even Oeath it ſelf, though both 
ſhamelul and bitter. Neither 
would he have any one of the 
Saints, though never ſo Emi- 
nent, to eſcape it, Not Abra- 
bam the Father of the Faithful; 
not his familiar Friend Moſes ; 
not David, a Man after his own 
Heart ; no, not any one of the 
Holy Prophets; not St. Fobn Bap- 
riſt, of whom our Lord gave a noble 
Character; not his moſt beloved 
Mother ; nor even ſo much as 
that Diſciple, who was more in 
his Affections than any of the 
reſt. From the firſt Creation of 
Man, even unto the end of the 
World, 1 i: appointed for all once 
ro 


deareſt Friends. For there is no 


PR. 
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to die, Wherefore Death is cal- 


led by the Greeks, wde©- Fate, 
f- 4 preterito ui. verbs 


ele divide, becauſè it is allotted 


equally to all Men; to Kings, 


Princes and Prelates, as well 


' as to Day-Labourers and Beg- 
gars. 

Nov ſtrangely Impatient then 
muſt he be, who is loth to en- 
dure a Mzisfortune which is com- 


mon to al! Men? That which 
: muſt, whether you will or no, be 


paid to Nature, do you decline to 


: undergo, together with all holy 


Men? He who was by Nature 
i Immortal, was made Mortal for 
you, and do you deſire alone a- 
bove all others, to be 3 
though you are born to die, and 
Have ſo often deferved Death ? 
Conſider well with thy ſelf tkeſe 
Things, how many and what 
Partners you have, and then no 
doubt you will bear that Lot 
far more patiently ; for we may 
with as much Modeſty be angry 
at our being born, or that we 

were 
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were not made Angels, but Men; 
as be Ciſpleaſed that we muſt 
Die. | 

This is the firſt way of mitiga- 
ting the Thoughts of Death, and 
is, | aſſure you, no ſmall Com- 
fort under them. And ir will be 
more efficacious and bencficial 
ſtill, if we make a true Judg- 
ment, what fort of Things we 
are to leave behind us. For 
Death ſeems very Grievous to a 
great many Men, when they re- 
member only what Pleaſure they 
muſt bid adieu to. Sometimes 
the pleaſing Aſpect of the Sun, 
the ſtately Structure of the Uni- 
verſe; at others the delightful 
Beauties ofthe World in its Spring, 
their Sports, Banquetings, Wives, 
Cbildren, Houſes and Gardens run 
in their Minds. : 

But the other Eye is to be open- 
ed too, by which you may com- 
pute how much more numerous 
the Evils are that you leave, and 
even in Good Things, what a deep 
mixture there is of Gall and Bi: 
ter- 


E 
4 


Ip. 
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terneſi; recolle the whole Courſe 
of your Life; how ſordidly you 
was conceiv'd; with what Dan- 
ger carried about in your Mother's 
Pomb ; how miſerable your Na- 
tivity; how many Caſualties and 
Misfortunes your Infancy as well as 
Childhood was expoſed to; how ma- 
ny Vices your Touth was corrupted 
with ; how many Sorrows and Trou- 
bles your riper Years; how painful 
and burdenſome old Age is; I ſay, 
call ro Mind all theſe Calamities, 
and I mightily Queſtion, whether 


| you can find any one particular 


erſon born to ſo good a Forrune, 
as that if God ſhould be pleaſed to 
grant him leave to live over his 
Life again, from Conception to old 
Age, and to enjoy the ſame Plea- 
ſures and Profits, and to endure the 
ſame Mzsfortunes ; he would ac- 
cept of the Conditions. 

What Egregious Folly is it then 
in any Man to be ſo much di- 
ſturb'd at his parting with thoſe 
Things, which it we might have 
again, we ſhould refuſe to take 
them ? I 


3 ˙ ö Eno At os 


— 98 — — 


38 The Devout Chriſtian's 

] paſs by thoſe Dangers, which 
this Life is encompaſſed with, in- 
ſomuch that ſome Heathens thought 
the Gods had not conferr'd a no- 
bler Boon upon Men, than (to 
ſpeak in their own Language) the 
Power to bereave tbemſelve of Life 


when they thought good, And the 


famous Poet did not ſtick to ſay, 
That there is no living Creature more 
miſerable than Man; but it the 
Heathen Poet's Opinion be bur lit- 
tle to be regarded, the wiſe Preach- 
er, was not afraid to write, Ec- 
clef. 7. v. 1. That the Day of ones 
Death it better than the Day of ones 
Birth, So much concerning Evils, 
now of good Things. 

Count up what Cares and 
Troubles Riches have been the oc- 
eaſion of, which now you can by 
no means part with; how much 
more Aloes than Honey your 
Wite hath brought, for the Love 
of whom you are afraid to die; 
what a deal of Sorrow the Edu- 
cation of your Children harh coſt” 


you, and how Offenſive and Dif. 


_ graceful 
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n raceful their Behaviour hath 
x en, To all theſe add the very 
b. Mind oft Man always inclining to 
the wicked ſide. For that ſay ing 
of St. Auſtin's, the older a Man 
: grows the worſe he is, though it be 
not true of 4% Men, yet is verified 
of meſt. 

Finally, ſet the Pleaſures of this 


Evils and Inconveniencies on the 
Left, then make a few Re flecti- 
ons upon the ſhort Continuance 
of the whole time we live here. 
Infancy is inſenſible; Childhood 
takes its flight, whilſt we are 
minding ſomething elſe than what 
we ought ; Youth is ſucceeded by 
manifold Cares; Old Age ſurpri- 
ſes us unawares; what then is our 
* Whole Life? verily but a Minute, 
compared with Eternity, which 
we only are paſling into, if we 
have lived piouſly ; which we 
are hal'd away into, it we have 
liv'd impiouſly. The ſerious Con- 
templation of theſe Things, will 
be no ſmall Comfort againſt the 
; Horror of Death, There 


Life on the right Hand, and the © 
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ments, but to 


roſe with many of his Saints, and 
thereby gave us certain Hope that 
our Bodies ſhould live at the laſt 


Day, and being Glorified, every | 
one of them receive his old Gueſt 
the Soul again, to which they will 


no more become Burdens but an 
exceeding Comfort, 

But of Death we ſhall have an 
Occaſion to ſpeak by and by, that 
we may diſpatch what we are a- 
bout, here is ſtill a more dreadful 
Evil than alltheſe together; Hel 


from whence none return, ſwal- 


lowing up all Things, end never 


diſgorging any. This is an Hell | 


There is another thing much 
more important than this, that the 
Lord by bis own Death has alter d 
yours, that it is no more, as for- 
merly,aPaſſagetoeverlaſtingTor- 

© and Eternal 
Joy; ſo that to thoſe that believe 
in Chriſt, Death is now ſo far from 
Hurtful, that it is highly Advan- | 
tagious ; and to the end that no 
part of Man ſhould be miſſing, he 


of Deſpair, And as the Apocahpſe | 


ſtiles 


—. 


the greateſt Deſpair, with the ſoreſt 
Afflictions and Torments. The 
Horror of this Place exceeds all 
Horror, which yet our moſt Mer- 
eifal Redeemer, that be might make 
the more eaſy to che 
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ſtiles it, 4 Second Death, Chap. 2. 


v. 8. | \ 
Now let every one | conſider 
with himſelf, what a kind of Life 


that muſt be, where the chief E- 
vil is Immortality, where a great 
part of the Torments is the Eter- 
nal Society of Devils and accur- 
| ſed Spirits, where the Fire is un- 


quenchable, and ours in Compa- 


riſon of that is perfect Ice. Be- 


ſides, Burning is the leaſt of their 
Sorrows, Which are ſo great that 


they cannot beconceiv'd by Man's 
| underſtanding; as neither, on the 
2 contrary, can the Everlaſting Hap- 
7 pineſs of Fuſt Men made perfect. 


In other, tho' the moſt grie- 


vous and laſting Evils, Hope 
brings ſome Comtorr, juſt as a lit- 


tle bright Star ſhining afar off in 
thick Darkneſs; but in Heli theres 
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to take upon himſelf ; bit amazing 


Agonies in the Garden, and that 4 


Extream Horror which made him: 
Sweat Blood, were the Infirmi- 


ties of our Nature; but when 
nail'd to the Croſs he cried, My! 
God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken! 


me ? Hy art thou ſo far from hel p- f 
ing me, and from the Words of my 


Roaring ? fal. 26 1, He ſeems; 


to have throughly felt the Con- 


fuſion of Hell in his Mind. For 


what belongs to thoſe that are 


forſaxen of God but the largeſt 


| Meaſures of Deſpair and Hor» 


ror ? 
Neither is it ſtrange that be 


who had taken upon him the Sins 


of all Men, ſhould ſuffer this diſ- 
mal Effect of them, that ſo two 
Things, to us unconquerable, 
might through his Mercy, be at 
laſt conquer'd by us. This does 
not detract from the Dignity of 
our Redeemer; but rather plainly 
evinces his unſpeakable Charit 


towards Mankind. Under this 


Figure of him, faith Holy David, 


- 
* 
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The Sorrows of Death compaſi'd me, 


and the Overflowings of the ungodly 


made me afraid: The Pains of Hel 
gather d upon me, TheSnares of Death 
overtook me: Pſal. 116. 3. We de- 


1 ſerved Hell Fire, he who was whol- 
ly Innocent bore the Confuſion 


for us, that if the like Affections 


invade our Minds, from a Conſci- 
1 ouſneſs of our Wickedneſs, or from 
the Infirmity of Nature, we may 


not caſt away our ſelves ; but ha- 
ving our Eyes intent upon Chriſt, 


2? hope in our very Diffidence. Let 
? Fleſh deſpair and Reaſon too, yet 


our Faith can cal] unto the Lord, 


even from this Hell; as Jonah, 


who ſeem'd to be paſt all Hope, 


7 cryd out of the Belly of the Whale, 
and was heard, This the Pſalmiſt 
3 verifies by the enſuing Words, in 
7 Diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and 
be heard me from his holy Temple, 
1 P/al. 118. 5. The Temple of God 
is the Church, this is the Tower of 
our Faith, the City of our Strength, 


even Sion. If any lifts up his 
Voice to this Place with but one 
EE ſingle 
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ſingle remaining. Spark of Fairh, | 


he is heard. 


Therefore when all humane 
Strength is confounded, Faith 2 
oo 


cry with bleſſed Fob, Tho be 


me, yet will I truft in bim. 13. 157. N 


For this is with Abrabam the Fa- ei 


ther of the Faithful, Rom. 4. 18. 
Againſt hope to believe in Hope. 
Therefore theſe great Evils, the 


Goodneſs of God hath not only mi. 
tigared and weakned : fo that tho 
they threaten and affrighten us, 
yet they can in nowiſeextinguiſh 
or root up our Hopes; I ſay the 
Goodneſ; of God has not only dune 


this, but moreover turns our ſe- Ji 
vereſt Loſſes into the greateſt Gains. 
For what I pray can Sin be able 


to hurt thoſe, wha place their 


Fuſt and Confidente in Chriſt ? 


What but that, where Sin hatb 
abounded, Grace may alſo abound, 
and be may Love more to whom more 
3; forgiven ? * | 

What matters Sata s continual 
Aſſailing the Children of Chrift? 


What doth he do (I would fain 


know) 


Faith, 


— 


mane 


«fol 


. IF, 
e Fa- 
. 18. 
Hope. 
the 
mi. 
tho? 
1 Us, 
juiſh 
the 
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Daene 
Bad illu whe My ries? 
en thoſe Wine, Var chro 
dur waere lity, are cqmmon bot 
0 good Ky wicked Men, our 
Kedeemer”s Tenderneſsmakesthem 
19 85 Gain or Ply/ich to us, tho 
here be Gain even in F ick. They, 
are Gain to us, if we being freed 
rom Sin bear thoſe Things patient- 
ly, giving i Then to the Lard for al. 
hey are Phy licks if ct thing 
be to be purged away either by 
Sektion, Cauteriſin, or a hitter Pe- 
tion; of which kind are Poverty, 
Old Age, the Loſs of Relations, and 
innumerable other Things, which 


„this Life is beſieged with, If 


theſe Things. incite us either to 
murmer or Hair, or Blaſphemy ; 
they are the. Wis arte the De- 
vil, and in en 0 f Medicine Pray 
Poyſoneus ut it they are only 
born, becauſe they cannot be a- 


 {|voidedas lam perſuaded of them, 


who knew not Chriſt, and yet con- 
ſtantly endured Oppreſſion and 


Death ; then they are the Affi. 
tions 


— ...... 


— — — 
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| Sint ef Nature, But if we take em 
| 


 FSubmiſſwvely, as from the Hands 
ola Merciful and Loving Father, 
and with Tbankgiving, conſidering 
i bo much more hard and cruel 
Ii Things we have juſtly deſerved, 

| and what bitter Puniſhments Chriſt, 

| who was without Fault, ſuffered 
for us, who were guilty; then 
they are not Affii&5ons, but com- 
fortable Remedies or Improvement s, 
| of our Heavenly Rewards: Thenj: 
unleigned Thanks are to be given 
do our moſt Ihdulgent Father, who 
''' ſecourgeth every Son whom he receiv- 

['', erh, Heb, 12%, 6. In the mean 
time healing our Wounds with]. 
ſoft and eaſy Medicines, that he; 
may pardon us in the World to” 
come, Here it behoves us to ad- 
mire the unſpeakable Liberality o 
our Captain, who gives his Soldi- 
ers Occaſion ot ſhewing their Va- 
lour, that their Rewards may be- 
come more Magnificent. On both 
Hands is great Gain; unleſs the 
; Gain ſeems ſmall, When one that 
bas a deadly Diſeaſe ſwallows 
24 bitter 
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itter Pills; and with a Light and 
emporary 'Trouble, both Shuns 
e Danger of Death, and Enjoys 
e perpetual Sweerneſ of Health ; 

when a Soldier by one Hour's 
ngagement, Purchaſes Wealth 

d Henour for all his Life after. 


By this means alſo our moſt Mer- 


ful Lord draws all Things to 
mſelf, if we do but fix our Eyes 
the /n which is lifred up on 


JIigh. He draws all our Evils to 


'm/elf, and turns them into our 
ain and his own Glory, which 

communicates to us who are 
anted in him by Faith, Bur 
hat Advantage do they get who 
'Mn away from God in time of 
fliction, and murmur and repine 
gainſt bim e what but this? that 


rief, which of neceſſity muſt be 
rn, they double and render ten 


mes heavier to themſelves, and 
y their ill taking that Remedy 
hich ſhould have wrought their 
ure, they turn it into a deadly 
dy ſon. This verily, is Sublime 


id Powerful Philoſophy, and 
| ſuch 
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ſuocha Meditation of Heath. as who! 


ſoever ſhall duly examine him- r 
ſelf in, while he is well and found, 

will never be ſurpriz'd at the 
Suddenneſs of its coming. From 
what bath been ſaid we may ob- ; 
ſerve that there is a Four-fold F 
Death. £ 


Natural, 
1 Spiritual, 
̃ 4 Death 55 — 


n 0, Eternal, = 
1. The Death Natural, is a Sc- 
paration of the Soul from the 
Body. 8 k 

2, The Death Spiritual, is a Se- 
parat ion of God from the Soul; 
far as the Soul is the Life of the 
Body, ſo God is the Life of the . 
Soul. From this the Natural Death * 
took'its riſe, as to the neceſſity of 
it, according to the pious Opini- 
ons of the Ancient Pivines. From 
both is derived the Death of Hell, 
if the Death Spiritual and Natural & 
come together. For aſter the Death 
of the Body, there is nd room for 
Repentance. There is yet ſtill a- 
nother 


Sc. 


240 A B 


1 


Preparative to Death. 49 


l other Death, by which we are 
um- fransformed from the Image of 
ind, the old Adam into the Image of 
the the new, which is Chriſt our Lord, 
rom This is the Separation of the 
ob- Pleſh from the Spirit. Nor is 
fold this a light Combat, for there is 
no Hope of Victory, unleſs the 
Spirit of Chriſt helps the Ir firmi- 

ty of our Fleſh. But his Grace 
Killeth the old Man in us, that 
dow we may not be led by our 
Se- pv Spirit, but by the Spirit of 
the Bod, and that we our ſelves might 
not live, but that Chr: might live 
in us. This moſt bleſſed Death, 
ul; Avhether it hath happen'd to any 
the pne compleatly in this Life, I 
the Fannot tell, yet the Lord of his in- 
Snitc Me: cy, is pleaſed to ſupp'y 
If bimſelf the Detects of our In- 
officiency. This Death is ears 
deſtly to be ſought alter, and to 
e duly meditated on all our Life 
ng, as St, Paul writes to the 
eath - Fer inthians, 2 Cor, 4. 10. Always 
gering about in the Body the dying 
ll a- F the Lord 70%, that the Life «!- 
ther bp C | 7 
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[+> of Feſus migbt be made manifeſt 

5m our Body. To the ſame end he 
exhorts the Coloſſians, Chap. 3. 7. 
Mortifie your Members which are up- 
en Earth, He doth not command 
them to pluck out their Eyes, or 
to chop off their Hands, or to ſe- 


ver any of their Members from 


their Body. What Members does 
he mean then that they muſt ? 
mortify ? why he tells them. For- 
nication, Uncleanneſs, inordinate © 
Acfection, evil Concupiſcence, and 
Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry, The 
common ſort of People lament 
the Dead, but St. Paul congratu- 
lates this Death, to the Coloſſians, | 
Te are Dead, faith he, and your 
Life is hid with Chriſt in God, Col. 
2.3. This Death is the Mother 
of Spiritual Life, as Sin is the Fa- 
ther of Spirizual Death, and even 
of Hell. But in the ſeveral forts * 
of Death very many behave them. 
ſelves odly, How ſtrangely do we 
tremble at the remembrance of 
the Death of the Body? the An- 
Gients for that very reaſon hated | 


Cypreſi, | 


* 


"_ 1 
d he 


5 
up- 
tand 
„, Or 
o ſe- 


rom 


does 
muſt 
For- 


and 


The 


nent 


ratu- 
tans, 


forts 
nem- 
o we 
ce of 
An- 
jated 


preſi, 
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Cypreſs, becauſe it was uſed at Fu- 


nerals; and Smalage, becauſe the 
Graves were ſtrew'd with it. Nay, 


to this Day there are ſome that 
{will curſe and ſwear horribly at 
the ſmell of Frankincenſe, becauſe 
(as 1 conjecture) Funeral Scents 
re made with it. But the Death 
Spiritual is much more t) be fear- 
ed than a Touſand Deaths of the 


Body, and yet we freely and 


nate © 


chearfully haſten on to this, glo- 
Irying when we have done Evil, 
and boaſting of the molt abomi- 

nable Actions. We are even out 
of our Wits, when a Danger is at 


Hand, leſt the Soul ſhould bid 
Your 
Col. 
ther 
Fa- 
even 
leſt God, our Eternal Life, ſhould 


Adieu to this miferable Body, tho? 
we are tolive more happily with- 
out its Impriſonment, how much 
rather ought we to' tremble for 
fear, as ofr as we are in Danger, 


forſake our Souls? We call that 
Houſe whero there is a dead 
Corps an unlucky Houſe, and we 
paſs by it with cur Noſttils ſtopt. 
But the wiſe Man concludes it far 
C2 better 
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better to go to the Houſe of Mourn- | 
ing, than to go to the Houſe of Feoft-. 


ing, Eccleſ. 7, 2. In the Houſe of 


Mourning we are naturally Sor- 


rowful. 


But this Sorrow, becauſe it is 
according to the Will of God, 
worketh in us a ſure Salvation, ; 
whilſt it reminds us of our laſt, 
and calls and excites us to a true F 
and unfeigned Repentance ; and 
will not ſuffer us to continue al- F 


ways in a courſe of Sin. They 


are happy Mourners indeed, who f 
ſo bewail the Temporal Death of % 


another, as to begin to lament 


their own Condition, who are 


dying a more grievous Death, 


Therefore whether had you ra- 
ther ſwallow down, a bitter Potion, * 
that for one Hour's Pain you may 
enjoy everlaſting Health; or at a 
Feaſt, drink ſweet Wine mixed! 
with Poyſon, which, witb its tran- © 
ſient Pleaſantne ſs, will bring ac- * 


curſed Death ? 


But theſe Things are ſo little | 
regarded by many, that Drunk- 


ards 4 


little 


runk- 
ards 
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Ards ſing in Brothel-Houſes; and 
they that have raiſed their Eſtates 
- and improved them by Fraud 


Ind Cozenage applaud them- 


ſelves ; and thoſe who are advan- 
Ted to Honour by wicked Pra- 


ices do Triumph. 


Do not the meaner fort of Men 


call wallowing in ſenſual Luſts 


and Pleaſures, to live? but they 
that live at that mad rate are ra- 
ther twice dead. Firſt, becauſe 
they are forſaken of the Holy Spi- 
riet of God, And 24ly, becauſe 
they are now already the Chil- 
uren of Hell. 
good Men is hid in God, being to 
e appear alſo with Chriſt. So is the 


For as the Life of 


eath of Hell ſccretly wrapt up 


4 n and carried about by thoſe, 


Who obey the Luſts of the Fleſh, 


and ſhall openly appear in the 
Day of Judgment. Tis Hope a- 
lone which ſeparates a Sinner e- 
ven in this Life from Hell Fire. 


For as long as a Man Hopes there 


3s a Proſpect of Pardon and For- 


giveneſs. 
C 3 But 
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But it will be our beſt way to 
take diligent heed that that Hope, 


which hath not its Riſe from 


Faith and Charity, do not de- 


ceive us at laſt; leſt we thus flat- 


ter our ſelves (as the manner of 
ſome is) Oh! I am Young, I will 
live now and enjoy the Pleaſures 
of the World, when I grow Old, 
it is time enough to be Religious 
and turn Saint. But alas! thou 


ſuch a one, who hath promiſed :\ 


thee old Age? A ſecond ſays; 
while lam in my Prime I'll Eat 
and Indulge my greedy Appetite; 
when I marry a Wife then Iwill 
begin to live frugally, Þ 
ut, O ſelf Flatterer! how _ 
knoweſt thou that thou ſhalt live 
until ro Morrow? and perhaps a 
third may flatter himſelf with 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe: At one 
time or other I ſhall retire, and 
than bewail my ill fpent Life, in 
the mean time I will Enjoy the 

World. 
But who hath promiſed you 
that you ſhall repent, ſuppoling 
vou 
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y to you may live long enough? Is 
lope, Repentance in a Man's own Pow- 
from er? Tis only the Grace of Chriſt 

de- that muſt bring a Sinner to a 
flat- good Mind, and a right Under- 
er of ſtanding. And be beſtows that 
will freely on whom and when he 
ſures Pleaſes, To be ſure, what be- 
Old, longs to a Sinner is even now in 
ious Hel Is it not then prodigious 
hon Blindneſs and Folly for a Man 
iſed who is in ſuch an horrible State, 
to fer himſelf a certain Day to re- 


Far pent in; who, if he ſhould fall in- 
ite; to a Well, or be caſt into a Pri- 


ſon, all the Haſte of thoſe that 
run to pull him out, would feem 


meer Slowneſs? Out of a Well 


10W 

live © he would ay"? apes call for 
ds 2 the help of a Man; and being be- 
ich ſet with ſo many Evils, doth not 


he forthwith implore God's Aſſiſt- 
' ance, who alone raiſeth up the 
Dead? Whoſoever therefore in 
this Life diligently meditates on 
the Death Transformatory, and 
greatly Fears the Death Spiritual, 
and that of Hel, he ſhall in no 
1 C4 wiſe 
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wiſe fear the Approaches of the 
natural Death, which doth not 
fever him from God, but joyns 
him nearer to God, and at once 
pats an end to all Afflictions, 
which this Life is every where 
cumbred with, and Tranſlates us 
to Everlaſting Reſt and Happi- 
neſs. | 
Tou ſay, it Tranſlates into Reſt 
and Happineſs; but only the 
Souls of the Righteous. True 
indeed, for the Deathof the Wick- 
ed is the worſt thing that can be- 
fal them. 

Therefore as long as thou liv- 
eft, and art in good Health, en- 
deavour to be in the Number 
of the Righteous. Now he is 
Righreous, who from his Heart 
Acknowledges and Condemns his 
own Unrighteovuſneſs, and being 
terrified with the Thoughts of 
Hell, flies to the Sanctuary of 
God's Mercy, and to the effectual 
Remedy of Repentance. 
But they who live all their 
Lifz-long, juſt as if they were 
| ſure 
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ſurenever todie, and indulge their 
Luſts, not regarding the ſacred 
Word of God ſo often and kindly 
inviting them to Repentance; are 
more deaft(asthey ſay) then the Te- 
rone an Shore, What wonder if ſuch 
as theſe are ſurprized at Death's 
ſudden Call? when they have to 
deal with a Diſeaſe which will 
ſuffer nothing elſe to be tended, 
with Phylicians or Heirs, wirh 
Legatees or Exp:Ctants, with 
Creditors or Debtors, with Wife 
or Children, with Stewards or 
Servants, with Friends or Ene- 
mics, with Funeral or Burial Ex- 
pences. And moreover wich the 
World, which becauſe he hath 
loved too much, he n 
againſt his Will. Beſides, he hath 
ro deal with the Death of the Bo- 
dy, for which he is not duly pre- 
pared. And laſt of all with Sa- 
tan, who then attacks him with 
all his Forces; with Hel, which 
then appears in the moſt diſmal 
Shape, and in all its Terror. But 
that moment of time will not be 


C 5 ſuffi- 


C 
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ſufficient for ſuch a Multitude of 
Buſineſs; ſurely therefore Men 


ſhould take great care before- 
hand, that they come well provi- 
ded to the laſt and ſharpeſt Com- 
bar. Some perhaps may ask how | 
this may be done? Let them hear 
the Preacher, who ſaith, Remember | 


thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth, 


before the evil Days come, Eecleſ. 
12.1. And let us Hearken to the 
Sen of Sirach, before Fudgment ex- 
amine thy ſelf, and in the Day of Vi- 


fitation thou ſhalt find Mercy, Hum- 


bie thy ſelf before thou art Sick, and 
in the time of Sickneſs ſhew Repen-- | 


tance, Eccleſ. 18. v. 20, 21, Good 


Advice! tho? we did all know the 
Day of our Death. But ſince we 


do not, we have ſo much the 


more Reaſon to follow ir, for we 


oughtto think every Day ourlaſt, 
becauſe we know not whether we 


ſhall live till another. Whilſt © 


we live, and are in good Health, 
let us ſhake off rrifling Buſineſs as 
much as we can; and before a 
Diſeaſe confines us to our mn, 

3 g e 
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let us fer our Houſes in Order; 
The firſt thing we have to do, 
is to remember our Creator, that 
by a ſincere Confeſſion and Re- 
pentance we may be reſtored to 
his favour, then let us Examine 
! ourConſcience, abandoning what-- 
ever we find diſpleaſing to God ; 

that when a Diſeaſe ſhall force us 


before his Tribunal, we may find 


1a Propitiation, They who in 
8 Profpericy tet up {bf Necks a- 
gainſt God, are they not ſtrangely 
caſt down, it a ſudden Diſeaſe 


| Ithreatens them with Death? Bur 
how much more acceptable is it 


to God if we do that voluntarily 
of ourown accord, to which Sick- 
neſs forces us at laſt? Let us pro- 
ſtrate our ſelves then, with the 
Publican and the Sinful Human in 
the Goſpel, before God, appealing 
4 his Wrath with Fears and Alms- 
Deeds, Prayers, and other Godly 
Acts, and by ſo doing, in time of 
Sickneſs, ſuch ſhall be our Death 
as our Life hath been. Some are 
againſt making a Will, as if there 
4 Were 
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were ſome unlucky Omen in ir. Fj 1 
{ This is the W eakneſs of our t 
Fleſh. Bur, O Good Man! Tou 
[| will die never the ſooner for your | 
| Will being made, but more quiet- 
ly. It is the Duty of thoſe, who 
i! have Children, or Brethren, or. : 
bother lawful Heirs, to take Care 
that no Contention ariſe between 
| Brethren and Kindred. As for 
. thoſe who have no Heirs to their 
{+ Eſtates, they are obliged ro make 
a Will for preventing the occaſion 
l of Contention and Law Suits to 
Poſterity. In a Word, all Men 
in Health ought fo to ſettle their 
Affairs, that in Sickneſs they may 
be free from the. unſeaſonable 
trouble of them. Furthermore, 
if any are diſturbed with doubt= | 
ful Caſes by Scruples, either con- 
cerning Matrimony, Excommu- 
| nication, Prayers, Reſtitutions, 4 
and Reconciliations : Let them 


|| diſcloſe them when they are well, 
and not reſerve any intricate 
\{ Matters to the laſt Day. They 
{| areintheright, who dying my 

their 


if. © 
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their Heirs or Executors to make 
due Reſtitution of what has been 
& by Fraud; but it is the 

eſt way, and much more advi- 
ſable in time of Health to do 
it themſelves, becauſe oftentimes 
their order is not executed by o- 
thers. So they do well, who, 
when they are dying, forgive all 
Men their Offences, and alſo 
pray other Men they have oft-nd- 
ed to forgive them. But ix is 
far more acceptable to God, and 
more ſafe for the quiet of their 
own Conſciences, to do the ſame 
when they are in Health, nor 
thro* the Fear of Death but Love 
of Chriſt. They do well, who 
when they die give part of their 
Riches for the Relief of the Poor, 
Bur their Offering would be 


much more acceptable, if, ac- 


cording to their Ability, they 
themſelves would relieve the Ne- 
ceſſity of their poor Neighbours, 
whilſt they live; for the Poor do 
nat always receive that which a 
dying Man hath ordered them 
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do receive it, it is another's then, 
not thine, which is given. More- 
over, there are very many Di- 
ſeaſes of that Nature, which give 
Men no time to diſpoſe of their 
Poſſeſſions. I omir ſudden and 
unexpected Accidents, which tho? 
Peradventure they do not befal 
every one, yet all ought to expect 
them, becauſe it is poſlible they 
may happen to all, as it befel that 
fooliſh Man in the Goſpel, who 
having promiſed himſe/f a long 
and pleaſint Lite, hears this aw- 
ful Summons, Thou Fool, this 
Night thy Soul ſhall be req ired of 
thee, Luke 12. 20. We all pray, 
From ſudden and unprovided Dzath, 
Good Lord deliver us. What is it 
that thoſe Men pray to be deli- 


vered from? what, is all /:dden 
Death to be deteſted ? in no will... 


For with whatſoever Death the Righ- 
teous ſhall be prevented, he ſhall be 


; at Reſt, Wi: 4. 7. For Death, 


cannot be evil to thoſe (cho' ne- 
ver ſo ſudden) who have led good 
Lives. Rather therefore, let us 
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pray thus; from 4 wicked Life, 


| Good Lord deliver ur. For how 
can we call Death ſudden, when 


it daily breaks in upon our 
Thoughts and Senſes? what do 


we hear from our Infancy, but 


Groans of dying People? what 


do we ſee but Funerals, and 
Trains of Mourners, and Tombs 
having Deaths Heads upon them? 
and if the Death of other Men, 


: Who are Strangers to us, have lit- 


; tle or no Influence upon us, how 


often may the Death of our Rela- 
tives, who are very near ally'd 
to us, mind us of our Mortality, 
and the Death of our deareſt 
Friends, to whom a mutual Love 
and Charity hath more cloſely 
united us, than the natural Ties | 
of the neareſt Relations? and if 
this ſignifies but little, how of- 
ten may we admoniſh our ſelves | 
of our own Frailty? for who is 
there amongſt us who hath not, 
ar ſome time or other, been 
brought into Danger of this Life 
either by Tempeſt, or Robber) 
0 
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or War, or the fall of ſomething, 

or Peſtilence, or Diſeaſes? Where- 
ſpdever you turn your ſelf Death 
lies in Ambuſh. Houſes are a 
ſafe refuge (as one would think) 
but how many are killed by the 
fall of them? The Earth is a ſo- 
Iid Element, yet don't it ſometimes 
ſinking ſwallow whole Cities? the 
Air it ſelf, by which we live and 
breath, very oſten proves Death to 
us, and our very Meat and Drink. 

Infine do not Hunger and T hurſt 
daily threaten Death unleſs you 


quench and fatisfhe them? As oft 


as Man is named he is warned of 


Death,for the very name of a Mor- 


tal Man teſtifies as much. What 


then dothey, who pray againſt ſud- 
den Death, but accuſe themſelves 
of Careleſneſs? For all Death js 
ſudden to the unprepared, tho? it 
comes to one an Hundred Years 
Old. But do you call that ſud- 
den, which you ſee preſents it 
ſelf continually to all your Senſes, 
and lays faſt hold on your Minds? 
Thus the Flood was ſudden to un- 
\ godly 


ce 
— 


„ „ „„ „  @ „„ , 4 r e = 9m 


Preparative t Death. 65 
godly Men, who mock'd at Noab 


the Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 


when he began to Build the Ark: 
Eating, Drinking, and giving in 
Marriage, as if that which God 
had threatned ſhould never have 
come to paſs. In like Manner, 
ſudden was the Overthrow of the 
Sodomites, who laughed at Lot's 
poing out, The ſame had befal- 

n the Ninevites, had they not 


repented at the Preaching of Fo- 


nah. Whoſoever knows that God 
is angry with him, muſt look for 
Vengeance every Moment, or ra- 
ther make it his Principal Care 
to avoid it, as David and the Ni. 
nevites did. The Wrath of God 
is terrible, but if we betake our 
ſelves to Repentance, he will 
think upon Mercy in his very 
Diſpleaſure. At the Preaching 
of Fonah a Stranger, the Ninevites 
were Converted, But we who 
are Deaf to ſo many warnings of 
the Lord, Pray againſt ſudden 
Death. He excites us to Induſtry 
by the Examples and — 
0 


66 The Devon Chriſtian's 


of Noah, Lot, and of thoſe, on ur 
whom the Tower of Siloam fell on is 


a ſudden. That we may be in a r 


continual readineſs, he uſes the 


Similitude of a Thief in the Night, tw 


of the Faithful Steward, of the Ten 
Virgins, and often cries out Watch, | 


for ye know neither the Day nor the \1 


Hour, Mat.2.5.13. And after all this, 
can any Death be ſudden to us? It 
is ſudden indeed, but to the Care- 
leſs (or as I may ſay rather) to the 
Deaf, to the Blind, and to the Stu- 
pid. Becauſe we neither hear the 
Lord calling upon us, neither do 
we ſee whatis ex pos d to our View, 
nor feel what Urges us on every 
ſide. It is not material that our 
Lord's Word ſeems to ſpeak con- 
cerning the laſt Day ofthe World, 
for the laſt Day of any ones Life is 
the laſt Day of the World to 
him. At the Conſummation ot all 
Things, the General Judgment 
ſhall be openly celebrated: but in 
the mean time every ones Soul, as 
ſoon as it hath left the Body, ſhal! 
receive its Sentence, tho' wholly : 

| 


—— 
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unknown to us. And the Lord 
3s pleaſed to conceal both Days 
from us, in this alſo manifeſting 
His moſt indulgent Kindneſs to- 
wards us. For ſince the Violence 
of rich and wicked Men is now 
{ſo intollerable, what would it be, 
if they knew they ſhould live 
longer? Again, the infirm (as 
moſt Men are) were they ſure 
they ſhould live to Old Age, they 
would not mind living well till 
then. And if they were certain, 
that they had but a few Days to 
| live, they would be Anxious and 
Melancholy, and more negligent 
of Promoting the Publick Good. 
No the Providence of Almighty 
God hath taken a middle Courſe, 
that Death ſhould be ſo certain to 
all Men, that they may know 
they ſhall die, as ſure as ny 
born; and that neither the highs 
eſt nor loweſt may any ways flat- 
rer themſelves with the vain 
Hopes of living always in this 
World. Again, that the Day of 
Death ſhould be ſo n 
* a 
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his moſt dear Children with it. 
Whence it comes to pals that the 
Wicked are not ſo injurious to the 
Good, and the Good do ſo abſtain 
from Sin, as if they were to 
dye every Day, and are ſo wholly 
bent upon good Works, as if they 
were to live a long time. What 
then do they propoſe tothemſelves 
who have recourſe to thoſe that 
are skill'd in Palmiſtry, Fortune- 
telling, Aſtrology, Phyliognomy, 
Conjuring, Caſting of Figures, 
and the Black Art, that they may 
know how long they have tolive? 
The Preacher cries out, Man 
knoweth not his time, as the Fiſhes 
that are taken in an evil Net, and 
as the Birds that are caught in the 
Snare; fo are the Sons of Men ſna- 
red in an evil time, when it falleth 
fo ddenly upon them ; Eccleſ. 9. 12, 
And would we pretend to know 
our End from thoſe that know 
not their own ? What? That 
which Chrift, who is the everlaſt- 
ing Truth would not have to be 


hath not been pleaſed to acquaint | 


* . 


known, - 
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known, as nd fit to be known, 


will they know againſt Chriſt's 


Will from vain Men? What 
doth Saul s wicked Example pleaſe 
Chriſtians? What did his MiC 
deeds avail him, but that he died 
twice? There are thoſe, and yet 
not wicked Men, who beg of God 
a certain kind of Death, they pray 


that they may lye Sick ſome 


Months, that they may beſtow 


; juſt this time upon Repentance, 


Holy is the Requeſt of ſuch who 
wiſh for ſuch a Death, as may 
not be troubleſome to their 
Friends, for this is the reſult of 
Charity, But it is a Sign of a 
more ſtedfaſt Faith, to commit 
the kind of Death and the time of 
Viſitation to God. He knows 
what is moſt expedient for us, and 
will give us what is beſt, Death 
appears in innumerable Shapes, 
and ſometimes very terrible; ei- 
ther when it takes a Man on a 
ſudden, which happens to ſome 
in the midſt of their Jollity ; or 
when it is attended with grievous 
and laſting 'Torments, as tha 
| 4l- 
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Palſie and pluriſſt Or when it! 
hath a loathſome Aſpect, as in 
thoſe who being choaked with 


Phlegm, turn Black; or when it P. 


deprives us of the uſe of the 


Tongue and Underſtanding, as 


an Apoptexy, Phrenſie, or ſome Fe- 
vers, and other particular Diſea- 


ſes, which force Men to break 


their Necks, to Drown, or Hang, 


or Stab themſelves with a Sword. 
For there are Diſeaſes which con-! 


found the inward Organs of the 
Mind, which the Vulgar ſort of 
People call Demoniacks. No Man 
indeed is to be judged by thoſe, 


for St. Chryſaſtom moſt lovingly! 
Comforts one poſſeſſed wirh a 
Devil: Tho? they are thoſe kinds 


of Death, which are in themſelves 


manifeſtly Impious. and it is the 
Duty of good Chriſtians to pray 
againſt and abhor them. On the} 
other Hand, ſome die ſo pleaſant- 
ly, as if they were only in a Sleep, 
not ſeeming to die, But let Death 


appear in what ſhape it will, none 


are to be judged by it. We ought 


not to pals Sentence raſhly even 
228 a 
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on thoſe, who for ſome Offences 
hey have committed, ſuffer the 
Penalties of the Laws, altho? they 
appen to undergo an Ignomini- 
dus Death. For it is poſſible for 
one that is cut into four Quarters 
or raiſing a Sedition, to go to 
Jiſea. Heaven, when another dying in 
break n Franciſcan Habit . to 
Jang he Popiſh Method) and buried 
word Religiouſly may go to Hell. The 
1 con- Lerd alone is to Judge of theſe 
}f the Things, God Exerciſes and Tries 
drt of bis own People different Ways, 


Man but (as I have already hinted) no 
thoſe. Death ought to be accounted evil, 
ingly hich follows an Holy Life. 
irh a Pometimes they who yield up the 
kinds Phoſt molt pleaſingly, are plun- 
ſelves Bed into everlaſting Torments; 
is the When on the other Hand, they 
pray who ſuffer a cruel and painful 
Jn the 24th are tranſlated into Reſt and 
aſant- 2 : ſome deſire full Con- 
Sleep, feſſion of their Sins before they 
Deat, Wie, and are very earneſt to re- 


eive the Sacrament, with the 
»ught Name ill purpoſe as thoſe, who in 
' former 


* 2 
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former times put off Baptiſm till 
the laſt Day of their Life? And 
ſent not for the Prieſt to baptize 


them, till the Phyſicians had de- 
clared 'em paſt cure, Why do 
we deſire that {ſhould happen but 
once, which ought and may be 


done daily? * For every ones 
beſt way is carefully to Examine 
his one Conſcience before he goes 
to Slcep, and if he find himſelf 
guilty of any Fault that Day, to 


ſmite himſelf on the Breaſt, and 
beg Pardon of God with Tears, 
and having implored the Divine 


Aſliſtance, to purpoſe to lead a 


new Life. Neither can any one 
excuſe himſelf by ſaying he hathFi 


too much Buſineſs, and: is not at 
leiſure. A quarter of an Hour is 
ſufficient for this Important Buſi- 
neſs. Twill not take up much 
time to ſay, Lord be Merciful to me 
a Sinner. And this is enough, pro- 
vided it be ſaid with an unfeign 
ed and ſinccre Hcart. 


Exeminant, Cc. 7th Edition, 
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No Man that goes to Sleep is 
ſure that he ſhall awake again in 
this World. How dangerous = 
Thing is it then to fall afleep in 
that Condition, in which if Dearb, 
who is the Siſter of Sleep, ſur- 
prizes us, and the Siſter takes a- 
way the Brother, we are Ever- 
laſtingly undone? ſo eat Dan- 
er may be avoided with a little 
onſideration. To do this dail 
with God, and when the uneaſi- 
neſs and clamour of Conſcience 
requires, with our Miniſter the 
Ambaſſador of God, (viz.) to 
leanſe our Conſcience, by a ſin- 
ere Confeſſion, will be great Sa- 
isaRion to us, and will diminiſh 
hat 'great Anxiety which Con- 
eſſion is often the cauſe of, upon 
Dur Death Bed. | 
Moreover, becauſe at the point 
df Departure, the Contemplation 
f the Lord's Death, and of the 
vhole Communion of the Church, 
Which is the Lord's Body, is an 
xtraordinary Comfort; it will 
e of great Advantage to be ex- 
| erciſed 
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erciſed herein all our Life; tha 
this Action by frequent Repeti 
tion, may paſs into a Cuſtom 
om a Cuſtom into a Habit, anc 
from Habit into Nature. Thu 
it will be, if. our Conſciences be 
Ing cleanſed from all Deſire o 
Sinning, we often receive thi 
Myſtical Bread, and drink of the 
Myſtical Cup, For this Sacra 
ment recommends two 'Thing 
to us, the tender Love of th 
Head towards its Members, and 
the united Fellowſhip of th 
Members amongſt themſelve 
Whatſoever Good there is in th. 
Body flows from Chriſt the Head 
and 13 common to all the Me 
bers: as in the Bodies of livin 
Creatures, tho* the Members by 
different and ſubſervient to diver 
Uſes, yet the Life prbceedin| 
from the Head is the very fa 
throughout all the Members, b 
foindifſoluble a Coniiexion, that: 
St. Paul Teaches us, Mnether o 
Member ſuffer, al the Membe 
ſuffer with it ; or one Member | 
| konoure: 
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honoured, all the Members rej apee 
with it, 1 Cor, 12,26, This is ex- 
preſſed in the Apoſtles Creed by 
the Holy Catholick Church, the Com- 
munion of Saints, For Grace is no 
more abridged in the Myſtical - 
Body of Chri#, than Nature in 
the Body of an Animal. 

Let none therefore deſpair if a 
Member be Sick and Infirm, ſee- 
ing that he hath an Omnipotent 
Head; neither let him think him- 
ſelf forſaken, who is comforted 
and ſupported by the Merits and 
enn of Chriſt Jeſus. 

The more any one is exerciſed 
in the Contemplation of theſe 
Things in his Lite-time, the more 
Comfort will he receive by them 
at his Death; for then they will 
come of their own accord, as the 
SouPs Intimate Friend and Ac- 
quaintance. Therefore in my O- 
pinion, it was a 9 Religious 
deſign of thoſe who digeſted the 
iſtory of our Lord's Death into 

ertain Hours, that Children 
might be ufed to repeat ſome pe 

2 0 


—— 


76 The Devout Chriſtian's 
of it every Day with a thankful 
Heart, 
By theſe means we may be well 
ſecured againſt the Surprize of 
Death. Gur dear Children are! 
to be parted with, our beloved 
Wives, our loving Friends, our? 
well manur'd Fields, our ſtately; 
Buildings, abundance of Riches 
are to be left behind us. 
But the Chriſtian Soldier hath 
remeditated how to take hit 
cave of theſe things, whoſe Sou! 
is always upon the watch in the 
Garriſon of the Body, every mo 
ment expecting the Trumper © 
the General, which may give th 
Alarm to commnece Battel, a 
ways in a readineſs at the Sum 
mons. Set thy Houſe in Order, fo 
thou ſhalt die, and not live, 2 King 
20, 1. He looks upon his Body 
not as his Houſe, but as a TaberJ: 
nacle, neither doth he lay up hi 
Treaſure there, but what is ſufff 
cient for a Day's Journey he car 
ries in his Purſe, watching Da 
and Night, having the Weapor 
alway 


's 


inkful 


e well 
ue of 


always prepared againſt the ſud- 
den Aſſaults of his Enemies. Nei- 
ther doth he ſtick at any difficul- 
ty, ſo he may but pleaſe his Ge- 
neral, under whom he hath lifted 
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n are himſelf. A Man's Life (faith 
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Bleſſed Fob) is a Warfare upon 


Earth. Fob. 7. 1. The Son of 


SirachexhortsY oung Beginners in 
Riches this Warfare, My Son, 5 


if thou come 
to ſerve the Lord, ſtand in Righte- 
ouſneſi and Fear, prepare thy Soul 
for Temptation, Eceluſ. 2. 1. 

The Service of God is an open 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian War- 
fare. Tis the Duty of a Soldier 
who is ready for Battel, to ſtan 
Arm'd in his Station. Stand faſt 
in Righteouſneſs, not in Pride 
which boaſteth it ſelf againſt God, 
but in Equity. They lie down 
and Sleep, who are of this World's 
Party. But the Chriſtian Soldier 
ſtands prepared for all good 


Works ; the beſt of Works 0 to 
die well in the Lord, For a Pure 
and Innocent Life gives much 


D 3 Cou- 
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Courage and Confidence againſt 


the Devil. 


Faith will never yield to the E. 


nemy, Hope never ſuffer it ſelf to 
be caſt away, Charity Affords 
Proviſion to him that ſtandeth. 
But if a Couragious Spirit is an 
infallible Conſequence of an holy 
Life, why doth the Wiſe Man ſay 
alſo in Fear ? It you are Righte- 
ous, what do you Fear? It you 
are not, how is it that you ſtand ? 
This fear is not the Author of 
Deſpair, according to Solomon, 
'T hat fear caſts down a Sluggard, 
and is caſt out it ſelf by Charity. 
But this is the beſt Preſerver of 


Innocency, the Religious Fear 


of Children endures for ever- 
more, he that ſtandeth, let him 
take beed left he fall, ſaith the Ho- 
ly Apoſile, 1 Cor. 10.12, And a- 
ain, thou ſt andeſt by Faith, be not 
igh-minded but fear, Rom. 10.. 20, 


There is a holy Fear of the Lord, 


that ſpurs on to good Works and 
deters us from bad ones; and 


there is a Wicked Slaviſh Fear, 
| that 


Con 0D nm Aw Sa a -w 


| 
? 


Preparative to Death. 79 


that prompts us to Sloth and I- 
dleneſs. I was afraid — he) 
and went and bid thy Talent in the' 
Earth, Mat. 35. 25. But Fear, the- 
Companion of Righteouſneſs,” 
makes us diſtruſt our own' 
Strength, and labour more chear- 
fully with the Aids of the Spirit, 
and keep the Gifts of God with 
greater Care and Circumſpe- 
ion, | 
Furthermore, the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Men, tho' never ſo per- 
fect, trembles and ſhakes when 
called to the Tribunal of Divine 
\ Juſtice, In whoſe fight the Stars are 
not pure, and Iniquity is found in 
the very Angels, Fob 25, 5. What 
ſhall not we poor helpleſs Wret-' 
ches, who dwell in Houſes of 
Clay, fear e when 
Fob being try'd of God, ſaith, I 
was afraid of all my Sorrows, u' . 
ing that thou wouldſt not hold me 
Innocent, If 1 waſh my ſelf with 
Snow-water, and make my Handi ne- 
ver ſo clean; yet ſhalt thou plunge 
me in the Ditch, and mine own- 
D 4 Cloathr 


Ba ſaith, Leſt Satan ſpbould get an 
> Ad- 
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Cloaths ſhall abhor me, Chap. 9. 
1 28, 30, 31. And St. Paul, a 
more expert Soldier than Fob, ſays, 
IT know nothing by my ſelf, yet am I 
nos bereby juſtified, 1 Cor. 4. 4. It 
follows, And prepare thy Soul for 


Temptation, There are divers 


kinds of Temptations, which 


Ged Exerciſes his Soldiers with, | 


but Death is the worſt of all. For 
then we muſt grapple with our 
Enemies Hand to Hand, neither 
is there any light skirmiſhing, but 


we muſt fight it out with all our 


Strength. 


For this Combat the Mind is 
always to be prepared, for what 
will become of a Soldier here, 
that is not skill'd in War, that 
never fought with an Enemy? 


that never experienced the Cou- 


rage, Subtilty, or Deceit of ano- 
ther, and that never knew his own _ 
Strength ? to wage War with a 
known Enemy, conduces much to 
the Victory; ſo that moſt valiant | 
Soldier, or rather General, St. 
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Advantage of us, fer we are not ig- 


norant of his Devices. 2 Cor, 2. 11. 
What wonder is it it he was ac- 
quainted with all his crafty Wili- 
neſs, who ſo often waged War 
with him, and had been in all 


kind of Dangers? Then is the 
Fire applied, which will manifeſt 
: What every ones Deeds are, and 
upon what Foundation they are 


builr. 
We may obſerve That ſome- 
times to happen in the Spiritual 


Warfare, which is very common 


in the Carnal one; they who 


1 ſeem'd moſt fearful in the Camp, 
and changed their Countenance 
gart the Sound of the Trumpet, 
are moſt bold in an Engagement. 


Again, they who pretended to be 
as bold. and as fierce as Lions, 


2 while there was no preſſing Dane 


ger, are greateſt Cowards when 
they come to fight. | 


In like manner there are ſome; 
who, when they are in Health, 
boaſt of the Peace and Quiet of 
their Conſciences, that they are 


Ds fit 
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fit to die, and deſirous of leaving 
this troublefome World, depend- 
ing on I know not what Aſſurance 
that Chrift hath promiſed us Life, 
and hath ſuffered Puniſhment for 
our Sins; denying that there is 
any regard to be had whether our 
orks be good or bad. Bur that 
this one thing is enough, if we 


only believe we ſhall be cternally 


happy. 
But I am afraid, that many of 


choſe whoin Health boaſt of their 
Security, tremble very much 
when Death approaches, and that 
Day is at Hand wherein the Buſi- 
neſs is done not iti Words, but in 
Truth : They aggravate the 
Crime of not believing God's Pro. 
miſes, but no People are more 
terrified at Death, than thoſe who 
firmly believe them. But he who 
believes not that Hell is prepared 
for thofe that live wickedly, bur 
that Death, together with the 
Deſtruction of the whole Man, 
puts an end to all Evils, hath leſs 
Dread of Death, 
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Therefore Faith begets in God- 
ly Men, a Fear of God, which is 
the beginning of Wiſdom, as bleſſed 
Fob teſtifies, The Fear of the Lord 
is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil 
is Underſtanding, Job 28. 28, To 
the ſame Purpoſe ſaith ai ab, By 
thy fear, O Lord, we have conceived, 
and as it were brought forth, and 
we have born tbe Spirit of Salvation, 
In the third Chapter of St. Luke, 
we read that the People being af- 
frighted at the Preaching of Fohn 
Baptiſt, who invited them to Re- 
pentance, ſaying, now the Ax is 
laid unto the Root of the Tree, cry'd, 
What ſhall we do ? But had they 
not believed Fohn they would not 
have asked that Queſtion. So in 
the ſecond Chapter of the As of 
the Apoſtles, the Multitude bein 
aſtoniſhed at the Preaching + 
St. Peter, and having conceived 
Fear by their Faith, being pricke 
in their Hearts, ſaid unto Peter, 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men 
and Brethren, what ſhall we do ? 
v. 37. Which they would never 

have 
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have ſaid, had not Faith pricked 


of Hell. 


Promiſe, nor 


Faith, nor from the doubting of 
the Efficacy of the Sacraments 
obtain'd by the Death of Chriſt : 
E but it ſprings from the Conſci- 
ouſneſs of our own Infirmities, 
which are greater than we are a- 
ble perfectly to apprehend. 
Bur we are not obliged to be 
ſecure in Particulars, tho' we de- 
ſpair ot none. As it is requiſite 
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Preparation, about Fears and Scraples, 


&c. Printed for Edmund Patker 
in Lombaid-Street- 
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their Conſciences with the Fear 


This Fear, even in a Man that 
leads a good Life, does not pro- 
ceed from any Miſtruſt of God's 

2 a Disbelief of 
the Articles of the Chriſtian | 


to be believed that whoſoever re- 
ceives the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
with Faith, receives alſo a graci- | 
ous | 


* As vou may farther ſee in the Com- 
panion zo the Altar; ſh-wing the Na- 
ture and Nes fit) of 4 Sacramenta! 
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is not neceſſary to believe that 
: when this Man is baprized, he is 
free from Sinning, for it is poſſi- 
ble there may be ſome particular 
: Impediment in this Man, which 
hinders the univerſal Efficacy of 
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ous Remiſſion of all Sins; but it 


the Sacrament, + 
The like may be faid of the 
Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood. It is a wicked thing to 
doubt whether he, who hath re- 
ceived this Sacrament rightly as 
he ought to do, be free from Sin; 
yet 'tis not Heretical to doubt 
whether this or that Man be ab- 
ſolutely free, becauſe none of us 
can tell what particular Impedi- 
ments there might be.. I except 
evident and fingular Revelation 
ro particular Perſons. where the 
expreſs Doctrine of Scripture | 

compels me to the contrary. 
This doub ing is not want of 
Faith, but Religious Modeſty, 
entirely ſubmitting it ſelf wholly 
to God's Divine Pleaſure, tho' be 
ſh ,uld condemn a Man he ſh 
Not 


— 
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Fear, 
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not be condemned for this Rea: 
ſon, but for his humble Submiſ- 

ſion he ſhall have Forgiveneſs of 
kis Offences, if his Faith fully de- | p 
pends on the Mercy of Chrift, and = 
is accompanied with religious 


In like manner we neceſſarily 
believe that Men, thro' Faith and 
Love towards our Lord Jeſus, ob- 
tain Salyation. But yet we may 
doubt whether this or that Man 
be in that State. Nevertheleſs 
we are not to judge raſhly of c- 
thers for the worſe: But our 
Hope ought to grow ſtrong with 
the Increaſe of Faith and Chari- 

| 
{ 
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ty. The ſame is to be ſaid of 
Promiſes and Threatnings in 
Holy Scripture; For the cauſe of 
doubting hath not its Original 
from God who cannot lye, but 
from us. Man is not Ignorant | 
what excellent good Things God 
hath Promiſed, but yer, to thoſe * 
only that Fear and Love him. 
But is there any one amongit us, 
that hath performed due Reve- | 
rence, 
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ge rence, as to ſuch a Lord; due 
Bor Love; as to fuch a Parent ? The 
y de- doubt is not then, whether God's 
and Promiſes are true, but whether 
pious ve are worthy of the Promiſes. 

Faith. Hope, Charity and Fear, 
arily are the Gifts of the Spirit. Who 
and therefore knows whether the 
ob. Faith and Charity which he hath, 
may be of that kind of Gifts which 


Man 
eleſs 
f &- 


our 


vith 
art- 


Jof 


render us acceptable unto God, 
and whether they be ſufficient 
towards the attainment of ever- 
laſting Salvation ? 

In like manner God by his Son 
hath promiſed Pardon of all Sin 
once ns Baptiſm, if it be rightly 


I received; and yet is there none 


> of of us who hath not defiled the 
inal J white Garment, which was given 
bu: him gratis in his Baptiſm, with 
ant many ſpots. There is a preſent 
G Remedy of Repentance, but only 
oſs I for thoſe that turn unto the Lord 
im, with all their Heart. Now let eve- 
us. ty one examine himſelf, whether 
ve. be hath turned unto the Lord with 


all his Heart? whether he hath 
a 
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a truely broken and a contrite 


Heart? if he hath, whether th 
in a ſufficient meaſure. The % 


Baptiſt cries out, bring forth Fruits | 
Meet for Repentance, Mat. 3. 8. 
Who. dares ſay that he hates 


and abhors all Sin as he ought Ft: 


to do? God threatens Vengeance 
and Hell-fire to thoſe that break 
his Commandments, and how of- 
ten have we without all Fear bro- 


ken them? How many may you | 


find who do more regard the In- 
dignation of an angry Prince or 
mortal Judge than that of the Li- 
ving God? And how often comes 
it to paſs that Men Love one a- 
' - npther better than Almighty God, | 

ffering that for a mortal Friend, | 
which they would not ſuffer for 
the ſake of God 2 Truly 1 am of 
Opinion that the Faith of good 
Men is always accompanied with | 


Religious Fear, excepting ſome, Þ 


whom God is pleaſed to have e- 


minently good, as Examples to hs 


EXCite others to Virtue ; but few 


there be that follow them. They 
| "* "nave 


ite have better Grounds to hope for 


5¹¹ uſtice. | 
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the Lord's Mercy who tremble at 


herefore they that ſay Believe 
Fhat thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thou 
alt be ſaved, are in a double mi- 
Nake : For it they ſpeak of any 
ind of Faith, what they ſay is 
alſe ; but if of a lively Faith, it 
$s ſpoken very fooliſhly : Believe, 
uſt as if it was in any ones Pow- 
er to believe when they pleaſe ; 
Queſtion whether we can be 
rtain that we have the gift of 
Faith in us. What? That Man 
s not only unknown to other 
en, but even to himſelf, when 
nothing tho? never ſo ſecret can 
plind the Eyes of God? The 
Heart of Man is by us unſearcha- 
Þle. but no Secret of the Heart is 
Þnknown to him that made it. 
That oftentimes. which ſeems 
good in our Eyes is Evil in the 
Tight of God, and that is pure with 
us which is impure with him. 


So 
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So it happens that a Man may 
conclude himſelf free from Sin, 
when he, without knowing 1t, 
may have a wounded Conſcience. 
Why may not this be, when the 
famous FEſalmiſt cries out, 
can underſtand his Offences | cleanſe 
thou me from my ſecret Faults, Pſal. 
16. 12, Therefore it is our ſafeſt 
refuge to flee with awful Reve- 
rence from God's Fuſtice to his 
Mercy, and to fay with the inſpi- 
red Pſalmiſt, Enter not into Fudg- 
ment with thy Servant, for in thy 
fight ſhall no Man living be juſtifi- 
ed, Eſal. 143.2. None could be 
able to ſtand in this Judgment, 
were our Deſerts weighed in a 
= balance, were not Mercy to 

riumph over Judgment, To 
this purpoſe the P/almiſt ſays, 
immediately before in the ſame 
Pſalm, Hear me, O Lord, in thy 
faithfulneſs, and anſwer me in thy 
rigkteouſneſs, v. 1 Whoſoever de- 
ſires to be heard, lays aſide all 
Contention, and he who ſuppli- 


cates to be heard in the Truth of 


God, 


—_— KK = - 


nay — D 2 


a 


nay 
zin, 
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ho 
anſe 
pſal. 
afe 

eve- 
his 
nſpi- 
Fudg- 
n thy 
tife- 
Id be 
nent, 
in a 
Cy to 
To 


ſays, 


ſame 


in thy 
in th 
er de- 
de all 


uppli- 
uth of ſhiſes, that he may be juſtified in 
God, | 
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Sod, diſtruſts his own Veracity ; 
knowing that God 5s true, and e- 
very Man a Liar; and he that 


rays to be heard in the Righte- 
ufneſs of. God, wholly miſtruſts 
is own Righteouſneſs. But the 
aithfulneſs and Righteouſneſs of 


>od is Chriſt the Miniſter of the 
Goſpel of Grace. For by Moſes 


as a Law given which manifeſt- 
d our Unrighteouſneſs, but Grace 
ame by Feſus Chriſt, who hath 

parted his Righteouſneſs unto 
b. 
We lye unto G04, as oft as we 
teak his Laws, to which we 
ware at the Laver of Regenera- 
on, as oft as we do not duly 
erform our Oaths and Promiſes 
> our Maker and Redeemer, we 
re unjuſt, nay we openly deny 
im as often as we ſwerve or run 
ack from the Covenant. But 
o we Unfaithful Wretches may 
eny him, he is as good as bis 
Vord to us, be cannot deny bim- 
F. being always true to his Pro- 


his 
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bis 14 and clear when be is 
Fudped, Plal. 51. | | 
24 Se Father hears us 
in his Faithfulneſs in which be 
hath promiſed Remiſſion of Sins] 
by bis Son; but be heareth us not 
in our Righteouſneſs, but in hi. 
own. For by his Son he juſtifies} ' 
every one that believes, Pursfy1ing 
our Hearts by Faith, Act., 15. 9. 
Bleſſed are they that ſerve the Lord? 
with Fear, and rejoice with Trem- 1 
bling, Pſal. 2. 11. What! ſhallf"” 
not Sinful Men Fear bim, whom” 
the very Angels tremble at? I, 
is good to Fear before Judgment.” 
that we may find Mercy in time. 
of Judgment. 
rom human Hiſtory we learng 

with what Gladneſs St. Andrew 
went to the Croſs. But on the oF 
ther Hand, we know a great maT 
|. good Men have been diſturb 
ed with ſtrange Fears a wy be. 
fore Death, dreading the JudgK: 
ment of God, and Condemning 
their paſt ill ſpent Life. 


( 


T1 
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* Tis ftoried of a certain Man, 
Ni ho _ afraid to Die, his Bre- 
h he thren, w ich were preſent, ſaid, 
Sins hy art thou ſo ſore afraid, fince 


hou haſt always led a God] 
s orie? He reply'd, O Brethren 


** he judgments of Ged are one 
pe hing, the judgment of Men ano- 


her. St. Bennet, St. Bernard and 
St. Auſtin, are reported to have 
. ſaid the ſame. Faith makes us 
ſhall remble, and enables us to over- 
„homſcome our Fear: We tremble 
lchrhen we conſider the Majeſty of 
2 hat Ged, whom we have offend- 
Ty d; and we ceaſe to Fear, when 
we conſider the Love of Feſus 
earr brit, which cleanſeth us from 
8 all Sir, and his Grace, which ſup- 
plieth "all our Imperfections. But 
as it is no certain Token of Faith 
ſturb and Courage not to Fear Death; 
'b For ſomerimes it is a Sign of A- 
T F toniſhment, nay, Madneſs, ſome- 
1 8 imes of a fierce Diſpoſition: 50 
mnincho tremble at Death's Approach, 
s not always an Evidence of De- 
1 pair, or a Guilty Conſcience. 
1 Some- 
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Sometimes it is meer Natural Af. a 
fection, which in different Bodieg,y 
is more moderate in ſome, an- 
more violent in others. So He 
zekiab, a Man who walked befor 
the Lord in Truth, and with « per 
fett Heart, was afraid of Dean 


4 
0 
7 


but not fo as to murmur again; 


God, but be prayed unto the Lord 
and wept ſore ; his Prayer was hear 
bis Tears were ſeen, Iſa, 38.2, 3, M 
I have known ſome Gentlewome 
who would tremble at the bar, 
Name of Death, yet nothing coulſ; 
be more Courageous or Conſtarſ. 
than they, when they came t&, 
die. That Fear did not proceeſ 
from an Evil Conſcience, bt 
from a peculiar Infirmity of the 
Sex or Nature. And thoſe N: 
tural Infirmities, if they be ove 
come by Virtue, increaſe the Vi, 
ctory, but do not argue Deſpair 
In like manner you may di 
cern ſome Natures called in ti 
Greek (ix v) ſelf- lovers, whic 
ſatisfie themſelves eaſily in an 
matter. Again, there are ſo 
ove 


1 
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, Af over curious ones, which can ne- 
. gie yer pleaſe or ſatisfie themſelves, 


ho' they have done every thing 
very well; and if you adminiſter 
o them all the Comfort imagi- 
able, yet they feel Remorſe of 
Pe Conſcience, always ſoliciting 
Deahem to Deſpair. And hence 
BaiNBShey conjecture, that God is al- 
L qwas angry with them, becauſe 
bea hey never enjoy Peace of Con- 
3» Acience. 
women But if we diſtinguiſh Nature 
e balfrom Virtue, they will little cre- 
coulſzit their Peace who pleaſe them- 
onitaſfelves any way whatever, neither 
ame pill they forthwith caſt away 
YTroceBiheir Hopes, who have a mind 
e, bi erpetually inciring them to De- 
pair ; That is the peculiar fault 
fe Naht Nature, not of the Will, which 
e OVER: to be deſpiſed, if it cannot be 
V Yvercome, and What the Spirit 
Slls us is to be eſteemed certain 
ruth, though the Fleſh contra- 
icts it never ſo much. 


„ant 
0 He 
befor 


And 
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And I likewiſe call that a fault 
of Nature, that Men, when their 
laſt Day is at Hand, are changed 
ſo Strangely, that they approvee 
none of thoſe Things which theyſre 
have done in their Life-time, not# 
becauſe they are wicked, but be- N 
cauſe they are humane and im. v: 
perfect. Tho? we are to fight 
with rhe Strength of the Spiritth 
againſt theſe Affections of Napf 
ture, yet we muſt take heed tha 
we neither judge our ſelves norÞhi 
others by them. 

Therefore let us return to wha 
we propoſed, namely, to ſhew by#h 
what means thoſe weak Men 
may be comforted ; and there ar&Þl. 
very many ſuch, whom near ap 
proaching Death ſurprizes, 1 
whoſe Lives there has been much 
Forgetfulneſs, much Negligence 
much Loitering, and more Evi 
than good Deeds; in fine, if there 
hath been any good Deeds at all. 
they are corrupted with much 
Filth, ſo that to bring ſuch 
Things into God's Preſence, 3 | 

e 


| 
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de nothing elſe but to provoke 


im. | 

The Mind is not at all diſpo- 
roveſſed to die, or elſe lightly prepa- 
theyFed. What can be done for ſuch 
„ notÞ2 one at the point of Death ? no 
t be- Man ought to deſpair of his Sal- 
im. vation whilſt he is alive; the 
fighiſworſt and laſt Danger is at Hand, 
zpiriiſthe time is ſhort, we have need 
Na. Jof the beſt Advice. What ſhall 
thatſwe do to give cafe and quiet to 
; northis Mind ? 
Firſt of all, if he hath lawful 
what Hleirs, let him remit to them all 
w byſthe Care of his temporal Affairs 
Menpy his Will: This in the firſt 
re arÞlace faves time. Otherwiſe ir 
r ap. ould be adviſable to diſpatch all 
„ InÞÞy Cadicils, or if any better me- 
much$hod can be found; let him ſpee- 
encelily make an end of this Buſineſs; 
> EvilgT his being done, let him remove 


thereKll Perſons from him that make 
at alli buſtle about this World's Con- 
muchFerns, for which a great many are 

ſuchHhighly to blame, who ſtart fume 
2, canſÞcruples or other to a Mas oe 


he 
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dying, either about his Will or 
ſome Foreign Matters. Some- 


times they compel a dying Man 


to ſubſcribe, tho' he is loth and 
utterly againſt it, and blames 
them for their Importunity ; thro? 
whoſe means he can ſcarce have 
liberty to die. What can be more 
provoking than ſuch Friends as 
theſe ? 

Furthermore, if the Sickneſs or 
Diſeaſe will give leave, let him 
endeavour to heal his Soul before 
his Body, by a ſhort but duly ſin- 
cere and. unfeigned Confeſſion; 
ler him receive with ſtedfaſt 
Faith and Veneration the Abſolu- 


tion from God's Miniſters, let him 


beg earneſtly the Mercy of God, 
and purpoſe ſtedfaſtly to live 
more Religiouſly if he Recovers; 
but if he cannot find a Prieſt, he 
ought not to be afraid and de- 
ſpair, as ſome ſuperſtitious Per- 
ſons are wont. But to confeſs 
his Sins unto God, who will ac- 
cept of his good Will, and by his 
extraordinary Mercy, ſupply. the 

| / Want 


» 8 kd pos 0 Ma + 1 


— 


228222 


eren 


Preparative to Death. 99 
want of the Sacrament: For tho? 
thro? him the Sacraments are ef- 
ficacious, yet without them God 

rovides for the Salvation of 
an, in caſe he have true Faith, 
and a good Will to receive them, 
and when it 1s not either thro? 
Contempt or Neglect, that he 

does not receive them, 
I thought fit to ſay thus much. 


* becauſe ſome People are ſtrange- 


ly diſturbed for want of the Eu- 


cbariſt and Prieftly Abſolution, And 


it is common on the other Hand, 
to hear People ſay, ſuch a one di- 
ed like a Chriſtian, he confeſſed 
his Sins, and received the Sacre- 
ment, 

Tis indeed the Duty of every 
good Chriſtian to wiſh that he 
may never want the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, for it yields great Comfort 
to our Minds, and helps our 
Faith; and a ſincere Chriſtian - 
ſhould abound in all manner of 
Righteouſneſs as much as poſſi- 
ble, But ſtill it better becomes 
Chriſtians to deſire the Graces of 


E 2 Faith 
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many, who have had no 4b/olu- 
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Faith and Charity; for without 
thoſe the Sacrament and the 4b- F* 
ſolution will be to no purpoſe. } 
We ought not ro judge of any by 
theſe External Acts, unleſs we | 
are aſſured that they diſregard 

them through Contempt, or thro? it 
Negligence, which is much the 
ſame. I am fully perſuaded, that 


tion from a Prieſt, neither have 
receiv'd the Sacrament, nor have 
been buried according to the or- 
der of the Church, go to Heaven; 
when others that have had all 
their Ceremonies ſolemnly per- 
formed, and are buried in the 
Church, nay, juſt by the Altar, go 
to Hel, As for Inſtance, thoſe 
who have died by Shipwrack, ore 
Hanging, or ſome other unhap-P' 

y Diſeaſes or Accident. SuchÞ" 

en ought to be perſaaded that. 
they are as much abſolved as if 
they had Confeſs'd to a Prieſt; P 


and that they ſhall receive then 


ſame SpirſtuabhGrace as if theyſh 


I 


9% 
we 


| had received. ih S acrament, onlyt 
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out ds I ſaid before, they muſt have 
Ab- Yan earneſt Faith, and a ready 
by ¶ But ſuppoſe there be a Prieſt at 
we Hand, and the violence of the 
zard [Diſeaſe will not admit of an en- 
hro? tire Confeſſion, which requires a 
the long time. Let him confeſs 
that meekly, and humbly own him- 
ſolu- ſelf to be a great Sinner, and eari 
have neſtly deſire the Priefily Abſolution, 
and let him unfeignedly believe 
hat he is Abſolved. As oft as 
Neceſſity diſappoints our Deſire 

od of bis infinite Goodnefs an 

Mercy accepts them, Therefore 
hey who torment a Man in this 


ion, or with repeating his Con- 
K, or eſſion with a ſolicitous Exami- 
nhap- ation of the Circumſtances, with |. 
SuchÞ1_ Enumeration of his ſeveral 
d that Pffences; whether or no they 
J as iffllo well, let them judge. In 4 
prieſt; Ppinion they act Indiſcretely, 

ve the nd much out of Seaſon. Ons 


k theyſhort Confeſſion of our Offences, | 
7 oni) provided ane is enough 3 1 
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ondition, with General Confeſ- 
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| or if an expreſs Confeſſion cart I 
be had, the earneſt Deſire of it 
will do. Wed 
| Beſides, if he hath been of- 
| fended by any one, let him ex- 
clude all Thoughts of Revenge 
from his Mind. If he that hath} 
done the Injury be unworthy off 
| Pardon. Chriſt is worthy, forjn 
| + Whoſe ſake let all defire of Re-j© 
' - venge be wholly laid aſide. Let}! 
| him not therefore conſider howJL 
grievouſly he hath been offendedſi t 
by this or that Man, but howſt 
| many Offences he muſt-beg to bein 
| 


l forgiven of God himſelf, If he 
t hath done Injury to any one, lei 
; 

5 

; 

, 

þ 


it be his utmoſt Care to be recon 
ciled to him. If he will not for- II 
give and be reconciled to himſo! 
let him wiſh him a better Minditt 
and God will excuſe him, becauſe: 
he hath done all he could. 18 
good Works are required of usſth 
none is more cffeQual to obtaird:« 
Mercy of God, than for the ſak H 
of Feſus Chriſt, and according tqth 
his Example (who hanging upogln 
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dart the Croſs, prayed for thoſe that 
of it were his Executioners, and for 
thoſe that reviled him, With re- 
\ of-Jvilings more grievous than the 
1 ex Death of the Croſs) freely pardon 
enge land forgive whatever Injuries 
hath Men have done us. And I can 
hy off hardly tell whether any Work is 
for] more difficult, and therefore we 
Re- ought the more earneſtly to beg 
Letlit of God, But yet thus far the 
- how|Diſeaſe it ſelf is Adyantageous to 
dj this Purpoſe, that it breaks the 
 how|Heat of Men's Paſſion ; and 
to bel makes them readier to pardon. 
If hd And there is need of the good 
le, legOffices of thoſe who vilit the 
recon Pick Perſon, to perſuade him to 
ot for Iſhake off the common Opinion 
himlot a great many, who conclude 
Mindfthat Confeſſion and the Euchariſt 
ecauſchaſten a Man's Death. They 
14. 1Whould rather perſuade them that 
of usſthere is great Hope (as in- 


obtaiideed there is) of recovering his 
he ſak Health by theſe Works, rather 
ding tathan by any other; becauſe the 
g upoqndiſpolition of the Mind doubles 

the E 4 the 
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the Force of the Diſeaſe, and of- 
rentimes the Illneſs of the Body 
proceeds from that of the Mind ; 
and then another thing is, God 
will ſooner hear the Prayers of 
thoſe, that ſupplicate for one who 
has made his Reconciliation with 


He is to be exhorted likewiſe to 


knows ſo to attemperate his Diſ- 
courſe to the Patient, that he 
may not either flatter him by too 
great Compliance, nor caſt him 
into Deſpair by too great Severi- 
ty; neither break the bruiſed Reed, 
nor quench the ſmoaking Flax; 1/ai- 
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Neither let them raſhly admit 
any ſort of People into a Sick 
Man's Company, but only thoſe 
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find Comfort. Thoſe Perſons are 
to be removed, whoſe Preſence 
may renew Sinful Thoughts or 
Affections in the Minds of thoſe 

that are Sick, as lewd Compani- 
Te ons, 


— 2 


him, than for one that hath not. 


make uſe of a Learned Prieſt, who 


ah 42. 3. For on both Hands ma- 


by whoſe Converſation he may 
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ons, and idle Gameſters, or thoſe 
that have been his inveterate E- 
nemies. 

Let him not deſpiſe the Phyſ- 
ei ant Advice, nor yet depend too 
much upon it. Let his chief 
Hope be in God, who as he alone 
puts the Soul into the Body, fo 
he only ſeparates them when he 
ſees fit. Sometimes the help of 
a Phyſician is to be called in, leſt 
we ſeem to tempt God, eſpecially 
in ſudden Diſeaſes which the Phy- 
ſicians call acute ones. Never 
employ many Doctors, not only 
for that Greek Sentence, that a 
Multitude of Generals deſiroy'd Ca- 
ria, fo it often happens that a 
great many Phyſician: kill a Mul- 
titude of Sick Perſons; but be- 
cauſe frequently they are too of- 
ficious, and whilſt one perſuades 
one thing, and another another, 
and every one affects to ſhew his 
Skill at the Sick Man's Peril : 
Medicines are heaped upon Me- 
dicines, and the Patient is not at 

ks leifure 
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leiſure to take due Care of his 
Soul's welfare. : 
Moreover, when there is great- 
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medies are to be apply'd, at which 
time ſome flatter Sick People 
with the Hopes of Life, tho' they 
are juſt a dying; and many de- 
ce ive themſelves, relying on com- 
mon and ineffectual Remedies. 
The fooliſh Ceremonies of Popery, 
23 being buried in a Monk's Cowl, 
or the making of a Vow to God 
'that if he recovers, he will live 


_— — — 


particular Order, are not to be re- 
garded. The Sick Man is rather 


from theſe kind of Vows in any 


he is in good Health, and free 
from Fear and Trouble; then let 
him deliberate what courſe he 
will take. For fooliſh and unad- 
viſed Promiſes are an offence to 
God, and thoſe are moſt aſſuredly 
lo, which Fear extorts from in 
aſtoniſhed 


eſt Danger the moſt effectual Re- 


according to the Rules of ſome 


to be adviſed, that he abſtain 


Diſeaſe, It is enough if he fully 
reſolves to amend his Life when 
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aſtoniſhed Mind. The Prayers 
of good Men will be very uſeful 
and comfortable to a Sick Per- 
ſon, But the moſt powerful Con- 
ſolation in time of Death, is to 
put our whole Truſt and Conh- 
dence in Feſus Chriſt, who hath. 
given himſelf wholly for us, who 
is our Advocate with God, conti- 
nually crying out, Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy la- 
den, and I will give you reſt, Mat, 
11. 23. Let the Sick Man hide 
himſelt in the Holes of this Rock. 


Loet him take refuge in hi-Wounds, 


and he ſhall be ſecure from Satan. 
Whenſoever that ſubtil Serpent 


calls him, let him always have 
his Eyes upon the Brazen Serpent 
placed upon an high Tree, to the 
1 Contemplation of which St. Paul 


recals the Galatians, who for that 
reaſon bad began to ſtumble, be- 
cauſe they had turned their Eyes 
away from the Crucifted Feſus, Chap. 


3. 1. The venomous biting of 


Spirits flying in the Air ſhall nor 
deſtroy thee, it thy Faith be kepr 
| Im- 
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immovable upon that Sign of 
Everlaſting Salvation. Chriſt who 
hanged upon the Crofs, is our 
Triumphant Sign, a Sign of Vi- 
ctory and endleſs Glory. He hath 
fought for us, he hath Overcome 
for us, he hath prepared a Victo- 
ry for us, that the Eyes of our 
Faith might be intent and watch- 
ful towards him, In Battels a- 
mongſt Men, that which Aleibia- 
des commends in Socrates is of 
great Conſequence, never to 
wink, But in this Battel with our 
Spiritual Enemy, the whole hope 
of Victory is in our Eyes, tho' 
the difference between them is 
great. There they always watch 
the Enemies Motion; here we 


are deaf and blind to the devices 


of Satan, having our Eyes only 
fixed upon the Sign of Grace; 
and having our Ears open to our 
Redeemer's Voice, Satan puts 
thoſe Things into our Minds 
which aggravate the Wrath of 
God, _ But Chriſt hanging on the 
Croſs affords us an Argument of 

Mercy. 
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Mercy. Satan's advice certainly 
brings a Man to Deſpair, but 
CP enlivens our Hopes. For 
Faith, as it hath Hes, ſo hath it 
Ears too. 

The Holy Ghoſt requires both 
Senſes from the Soul when it 
ſaith, Hearken, O Daughter, and 
confider, and incline thine Ear, 
Pſal. 45. 10. Hearken what thy 
Spouſe Commands, and conſider 
what he promiſes; and if it 
ſeem to be a Fiction that fo 


great Felicity is prepared for thoſe 


that truſt in the Lord Feſus, in- 
cline thine Ears that thou mayeſt 


believe thoſe Things which ſur- 


paſs Mens Underſtanding, for this 
reaſon, becauſe it is the Lord Who 
hath promiſed, whoſe Mercy is 
equally as Incomprehenſible as 
bis: Omnipotency. 

Of this bearing another P/alm 
makes mention, 1 will hear what 
God the Lord will ſpeak, Pſal. 8F, 
v. 8. Don't liſten what the Fleſh, 
or Satan, or Human reaſon ſay to 


thee, for they can ſpeak W 
ut 
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but Deſpair; but hear what the 


Lord will ſpeak, for be ſpeaketh 
Peace unto his People, The Church 
is the People of the Lord, a pecu- 
liar People, and a People of bis 
own purchaſe. Be thou there, 
and thou ſhalt hear the Lord ſpeak 


Peace, it follows, and to his Saints, 


Here again Man's Weakneſs be- 
gins to {ink, crying out, O me, mi- 
' ſerable and wretched Creature ! T am 
laden with Iniquity, what Fellowſhip 
can I have with the Saints? But he 
doth not ſay to the Saints of the 
Law, or of Moſes, but to his own 
Saints, Thoſe are his Saints whom 
he ſanctified by his Son, 


TW me AW a 7Q 
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If thy mind be not yet fully ſa- 


tished, hear what follows, but let 


them not turn again to folly, Don't 


lay the Greatneſs of thy Offences 
too much ro Heart, only repent 
and thou ſhalt hear the Lord 
ſpeaking Peace within thee.* T'was 
the tidings of Peace which that 
amous Sinful Woman heard, 
thy Faith hath ſaved thee, go in 
Peace, Luk, 7, ult, Say with Da- 

l vid, 


Handi. 
of the Body, but there is nothing 


Preparati ve io Death. 111 


vid, but with an unfeigned Heart, 
O Lord, I have Sinned againſt thee. 
By two Words you may turn his 
deſigned and prepared Vengeance 
into Mercy. Such Ears had he 
who ſaid, Sacrifice and offering 
thou didſt not deſire; but mine Ears 
haſt thou opened, Pſal. 40. v. 6. 
The 13th Pſalm ſpeaks of our 
Eyes, Lighten mine Eyes, O Lord, 
left I fleep the ſleep of Death; leſt 
mine Enemy ſay I have prevailed 
againſt thee, v. 3, 4. 

Here you ſee that the Victory 
is rather in your Eyes than in your 
Death darkens the Eyes 


for our Enemy to boaſt of con- 
cerning us, as long as Faith ſhines 


in our Minds, never turning a- 
. fide her Eyes from Chriſt Cruci- 


hed. Moreover, this is the ſcope 
of the whole Pſalm, that the Con- 
templations of God's Mercy may 
ſtrengthen the Sick, and ſupport 
him in Deſpair. Therefore it 
follows, thoſe that trouble me will 
rejoice when I am moved, v. 4. 

| T hat 
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That is, if I ſtagger in my Faith. 
You hear of great Danger, and p. 
therefore pray take a ſpeedy 
Help, but I truſted in thy Mercy, 
v. F. | 

But whence can I have Hopes 
of Mercy ? My Heart ſhall rejoice 
in thy Salvation, 1 will fing unto the 
Lord, becauſe he hath dealt bounti- 
Fully with me, v. 6, The Salva- 
tion of God is Chriſt, Neither is 
there any other Name under Heaven 
given among Men, whereby we mu | 
be ſaved, Act, 4.12. The Con- n 
templation of Cbri Crucih- 
ed for us, is ſufficient to turn 
our Deſpair into Hope, our Hope 
into Gladneſs, And he who was 
Juſt nigh to Deſpair, ſaid, they 
that trouble me will rejoice when I 
am moved, now faith, my Heart 
Hall rejoice in thy Salvation, You 
have an account of the Victory, 
hearken next unto the Joy and 
Triumph, IwilSing unto the Lord, 
" becauſe he bath dealt Bountifully 
with me, 
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He who hath no Goods of his 


pn to rejoice in, let him rejoice 


n the Benefits which God hath 
reely um us by his Son, It 
ve truſt in our own good Works, 
pur Adverfary will rejoice. But 
f we faſten the holy Anchor of 
ur Hope on the Lord Feſus, our 
Enemy ſhall periſh, as the Apo- 
le rejoycing, faith, If God be for 
1, who can be againſt us ? He that 
pared not bis own Son, but deliver- 
d him up for us all, ſhall not he 
with him alſo freely give us al 
hings * Who ſhall lay any thing to 
he charge of God's Ele ? It is God 
hat Fuſtifieth, who is he that Con- 
iemneth * Rom, 8. v. 31, 32, 33. 
By this means it comes to paſs 
that the courſe of things may be 
changed in a Moment, and he 
who juſt now ſeemed in a bad 
Condition; may gain the Victo- 
ry thro? Chriſt; and as an Enemy 
who had begun to vaunt himſelf 
may be driven away apd utterly 
defeated. This 3s (the Victory of 
| Faith, 


— 
33 war an” os ww -—+ 


114 The Devout Chriſtian's 


Faith, which St. John ſpeaks of Pt. 
in his 1 Ep. Chap. 5. v. 4, 5. Whathyi: 
ſoe ver is born of God overcometh th 
World, and this is the Victory thathy; 
overcometh the World, even our FaithShn 
but who is be that overcometh theh 
World, but be that believeth thathge 
Feſus is the Son of God? whomblof 
the Father would have, to be thakj 
Propitiation for the Sins of Man4C 
kind? As long as a Chriſtianjer 
Soldier ſtands on this Foot, al4 
tho' bis Enemy may ſurroundjyy 
and aſſault him, he cannot over4m 
come him. tt 
But in this laſt Engagement. fe 
the Enemy aims mightily to bring 
the Sick Man into Deſpair, whichIL 
is, of all Offences, the moſt grieJa 
vous. Therefore we muſt ſtrive] F 
againſt ir, and endeavour to fur- h 
niſh a Sick Man with thoſe] a 
v 

1 


Things which will eſtabliſh his 
Hope, and confirm his Strength 
The reciting of Places out of the 
Holy Scriptures which recom- 


mend the infinite Mercy of God, 


as that of the Sinful Wang 
t 
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cs of It, Peter's weeping after the De- 
VbatSnial of his Maſter; and God's 
tb theLove and Mercy towards Men, 
f thathwill be uſeful to this Purpoſe ; 
Faith&nd more eſpecially that which 
b tbeſthe Lord Feſus was pleaſed both to 
| thatfdo and to ſuffer for the Salvation 
/homfof Mankind. Infinite are theſe 
e theſkind of Places which afford great 
Man- Comfort and Satisfaction to a 
iſtianſtroubled Mind. * 

„ al Juſt at this Seaſon Satan heaps 
oundupon Men's Minds whatſoever 
over may extinguiſh the leaſt Spark of 
their Faith and Hope. He ſets 
forth the Majeſty and Juſtice of 
God, which they have fo often 
Deſpiſcd and Blaſphemed. He 
aggravates God's long Suffering and 
Forbearance towards Man, which 
have been lighted and rejected 
all his Life long; making that 
very thing an Argument of De-- 
ſpair, which ought rather to on 

ri 
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God, * read The Daily Companion with 
nan; Chriſtian Supports under the Trou- 
St bles of this World, Cc. 
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riſh Hopes of Pardon. He rec- 
kons up how many Years have 
been ill ſ pent, and how many Op- 
portunities of doing good let ſlip. 
Suppoſe he hath done any thingF**! 
well, he preſents it ill by bis pic 
Slanders and Cavilling. And he Fan 
tempts the Faith of Man to doubt his 
of the Authority of the Scriptures, Put 
putting into his Mind the Rea- He. 
ſons of the Philoſophers, and He- Fel! 
riticks, and difficult Queſtions Pot 
relating to the Creation, and Re- tal 
demption of the World, the Im- b 
mortality of the Soul, the Reſur- $2 
reQion of the Body; alſo of Chriſt, e 
whether he be true God and Man? Fit 
of the Sacraments, what Power F"; 
and Efficacy they are of ? of the jel 
Foreknowledge and Predeſtina- 
tion of God, turning all into Diſ- “. 
belief and Deſpair. To this pur- F 
poſe, he abuſes the Teſtimonies If?" 
of the Scripture, which he dared f 
to do, even againſt our Lord him- IF 


ſelf, the Author of the Scrip- H 
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cures. ” | 
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re} Beſides the Troubleſomeneſs of 
ave Pickneſ, the Fear of Death, the 
Jp-Horror of Hel, the Weakneſs of 
flip. Pur Natural Mind, with the Diſ- 
ingJarisfaftion, which a grievous 
hisÞickneſs brings, are of great Ad- 
| heFantage to the Adverſary. To 
ubtÞ#his Breach our Enemy runs full 
res, Putt, bringing all his Engines that 
Lea- he may batter down what he per- 
He. feives Weakeſt. But as we muſt 
:0ns hot offer to ſtruggle with Sin, but 
e- Irom the Conſideration of theſe 
Im. Things, we muſt turn our Mind 
ſur. $owards the Grace of Chriſt; fo 
ri, de muſt not ſtand to reaſon or 
an? Piſpute the matter with the De- 
wer i, but muſt baffle his evil Sug- 
the ßeſtions with theſe or the like 
na. Plain Words, Get thee bebind me 
Jif.. $4tan : Tis not lawful for me to 
ur- Foubt thoſe Things, which the 
nies Piirit of God has dictated. It is 
red nough to hold faſt by Faith, 
m. (hat I do not comprehend by 
rip- Reaſon, | | 
Some inform us (not out of the 

acred Writings indeed, but yet 


des very 
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very agreeable to what we are 
now ſpeaking of) of two Men 
whom the Devil tempted con- 
cerning their Faith, when they 
were a Dying : The one a Phi- 
loſopher, the other a poor Igno- 
rant Chriſtian, The firſt of theſe 
the Devil asked, what he believed? 
Whether Chriſt is God and Man? 
Whether he was bornof a Virgin? 


Whether there was any Reſur- 
rection of the Dead? And he be- 


gan to ſhew by Philoſophical | 
Reaſons that thoſe Things could | 


not be joined together in one, be- 
tween which there was no Affi- 
nity ; as a Finite and Infinite, a 
Created and an Uncreated. 'That 
it Was Contrary to the Law of 
Nature, that a Virgin ſhould 
conceive and bring forth without 
Copulation, that it is Contradi- 
Ctory to Ariſtotle, the Chief Phi- 
lofopher, that there is a return 
from Privation to Habit. Whar 


need many Words? The Man] 


ſtumbled and fell, the Devil got 
the Victory, Now he comes to 
| of bo che 


alpture teaches. l 
rHorce into his Mind the Heinouſ- 
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the ignorant Man, and asked him 
what he believed ofthis and that? 
He anſwered in a few Words; 
what the Scripture teaches. De- 
vil, What doth the Scripture 
teach? Man, What I believe. De- 
vil, What do you believe ? Man, 
What the Scripture teaches. De- 
vil, And what doth the Scripture 
teach? Man, Why what I believe. 
The Tempter being preſently O- 
vercome, went away from this 


Man, who was nor for diſpute, 
but had a firm and ſtedfaſt Faith. 


This Anſwer is ſufficient to 
repel our Treacherous Enemy. 
And eſpecially in obſcure and du- 
bious Matters it is of great Con- 
ſequence, As ſuppoſe an Enemy 
or Socinian {ſhould enquire, how 
the ſame Numerical Eſſence can 
be included in Three Perſons, 
how they may be diſtinguiſhed, 
and the like difficult Queſtions ; 
let him anſwer, So as the Scri- 
If Satan ſhould 


neſs of his Offences, let him turn 
unto 


* 
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unto God and ſay, Turn thy Face a 
from my Sins, Mat. 51. 1. and look c 
upon the Face of Feſus thine A- I 
nointed, Pſal, 84. v. 9, Devil, 8 
Thy Sins are more in number ] 
than the Sands of the Sea-ſhore. c. 
Man, The Mercy of the Lord is is 
much more abundant. Devil, tc 
How do you who are altogether I k 
Unrighteous hope for the reward lo 
of Righteouſneſs ? Man, Chriſt is ſt 


my Righteouſneſs. Devil, What] fl 


ſhall you who are covered with} A 
nothing but Iniquity go into reſt} lo 
with Peter and Paul? Man, No, P. 
but with the Thief on the Croſs, y. 
who heard, To Day thou ſhalt bel ar 
with me in Paradiſe, Luk, chap, 2.3.9 I 
v. 43 · Devil, From whence have 7. 
hon that aſſurance, when you] u. 

ave done no good Work? Man, H 


Becauſe I have a Good and Boun- ly 


tiful Lord, a Merciful Judge, and} la 
a Gracious Advocate. Devil, You 
ſhal! be caſt into Hell, Man, My 
Head is in Heaven, Devil, Yo 
ſhall be Damned. Man, Yo 
are a Slanderer, no Judge, yo 

; ary 


net ſeen are Eternal, 2 Cor. 
{ He more than fees who ſtedfaſt- 
1 iy Believes. Devil, You go hence 
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are damned your ſelf, you can 
condemn none. Devil, Many 
Legions of Devils wait for your 
Soul. Man, I ſhould deſpair, had 


I not a Protector who hath over- 


come your Tyranny. Devi, God 
is unjuſt if he grants Eternal Life 
to Sinners. Man, he is juſt who 
keeps his Promiſes, and I have 
long fince appealed from * 18: 
ſtice to his Mercy, Devil, You 
flatter your ſelf with vain Hopes. 
Man, Truth cannot lye, it be- 
longs to you to deceive by your 
Promiſes. Devil, You ſee what 
you leave behind you, what you 
are to have you do not ſee, Man, 


The Things which are ſeen are 


Temporal, but the Things which are 
4. 18, 


laden with Iniquity, deſtitute of 
all Goodneſs, Man, I will pray 
the Lord to deliver me from my 
Sins, and to Cloath me with his 
Righteouſneſs, Devil, But God 
heareth not Sinners, Joh, 9. 31. 
Man, 
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Man, But he heareth Penitents, ' 
and hath died for Sinners. Devil, 
Your Repentance is too late. 
Man, That of the Thief was not 
too late, Devil, You flalſly per- 
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ſuade your ſelf that you have a 


Mereiful Lord, who Torments 


you with ſo many Evils. Man, 


he heals them as a tender Phyſi- 
cian. Devil, Why then doth he 
make your Death ſo Terrible? 


Man, He is the Lord, he can do 
nothing but what is good; whar, 


ſhall I poor Sinful Wretch refuſe; 
to ſuffer what the Lord of Glory 
hath ſuffered ? Devil, It is a dread- 


ful thing to die. Man, Bleſſed are 
the Dead which die in the Lord, 
Rev. 14.13. Devil, But the Death 
of Sinners is the worſt of all, 
Man, He is no longer a Sinner 
who confefles himſelt to be a Sin- 
ner with hopes of Mercy. Devi, 
You leave this World. Man, I 
go from a grievous Exile into my 
own Country. Devil, You muſt 
leave all theſe Goods, Man But 
much more Evils. Devil, You 

mult 
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muſt leave your Riches. Man, 
They are anothers, which Lleave, 
my own I carry with me. Devil, 
what do you carry, when there 
is nothing that is good in you? 
Man, This verily is my own, 
which the Lord freely gives me. 
Devil, You leave your Wife and 
Children. Man, They are the 
Lord's, I commit them wholly to 
bim. Devil, It is a cruel thing to 
be taken away from our moſt 
dear Friends. Man, In a ſhort 
time they will follow me. Devil, 
You are ſnatched away from 
your beſt and moſt familiar 
Friends. Man, I haſten to thoſe 

that are better. | | 
But becauſe this moſt cunning 
Enemy, when he cannot draw 
Men to Deſpair, doth inveigle 
them to put Confidence in them- 
ſelves, that thoſe whom he can- 
not thruſt down Headlong, he 
may by lifting up bring to Con- 
fuſion , a Sick Man is alſo to be 
fortified againſt this great Dan- 
ger. As well as againſt the Ca- 
F2 rybais 
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rybdis or bottomleſs Gult of De- 
ſpair ; it is ſafe the more Satan 

epreſſcs a Man with the Con- 
ſcience of his Sins, to exalt him 
ſelf ſo much the more, in the Aſ- 
ſurance of God's Mercy, and the 


myſtical Fellowſhip with ChriF. 


So it will be an immediate Re- 
medy againſt the Sola of Arro- | 
gancy to humble himſelf with a a 
due Conſideration of his own In- 
firmity. For whoſoever is ſtrong, | 
and exalted in Chriſt, but lowly : 
and deſpicable in himſelf, can ne- 
ver be caſt down by Satan, nor 


crufhed by him. 


Such a thing we read in the 
Chronicles of the Ancients, CONn- 
cerning Anthony the Monk, whom 


Satan oppoſed a Thouſand ways, 


and yer could never conquer | 


him, But on a certain time, 
when he had often applied all 
his crafty Engines, and found they 
could do no good, he own'd him- 
ſelf ro be overcome in theſe 
Words, I loſe all my Labour: 1 
ſtrive againſt the Stream: If I caſt 

you 


this manner. 
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Von down, you exalt your ſelf, if 1 
ift you up, you caſt your ſelf down. 


Suppoſe Satan ſhould talk after 
You are worthy to 
fit down amongſt the Cherubims 


7 and Seraphims ; let the Sick Man 
anſwer, my Worthineſs is nothing 
but that I acknowledge my Un- 
2 worthineſs. 
? prayed much, you have faſted 
often, you have led an holy Life, 
you have given abundance in 
7 Alms, to your poor and needy ' 


Devil, You have 


Brethren, Man, All theſe Things 


which you tell me of, agree equal- 
ly to the Phariſees, whom our Sa- 
3 wiour has rejected. If I have done 
any good Work, it is the Lord's, 
not mine. 


Devil, But you are 
free from thoſe Vices which this 


and that Man are addicted to. 


Man, Therefore I have the great- 
er Reaſon to thank the Lord, not 
to pleaſe my ſelf, for if the Lord's 
Mercy had not prevented me, and 
the like Temptation had over- 
come me, I ſhould have done 


theſe things or much worſe. ._. 
F 3 With 
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With ſuch brief and ready An? 1 J 


ſwers a Sick Man is to be well 
provided againſt Satan's evil Sug- 
geſtions, The Examples of the 


Saints are to be recollected, and . 


thoſe eſpecially who have been 
the moſt remarkable Objects of 
Divine Mercy ; ſuch as David, 
who heaped Adultery upon Mur- | 


der, and eſcaped Vengeance with 


two Words; the Ninevites, Abab, 
the Prodigal Son, the Publican, | 
whoſe real Honeſty the Lord pre- 
fers before Phariſaical Holineſs. J: 
The Woman, who tho? ſhe had 
been ſo grievous a Sinner, yet 
heard from the Lord, thy Sins be 
forgiven Thee, Mat, The Adul- | 
treſ; heard, Go and Sin no more, 
Fohn 8. 11, St. Peter who thrice © 
deny'd his Maſter, Mat. 26. ult, 
St. Paul who perſecuted the Church * 
of God, putting in Priſon and killing | 
thoſs who profeſſed the Name of the | 


Lord Fefus, Acts 22. 4, 19. Cyprian, 
who of a Magician was made a 
Martyr; and very many others, 
who from Idolatry, from Blaſphe- 


my, 
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my, from horrid Tranſgreſſions, 
thro Faith in Chriſt, obtainei 


ercy and an everlaſting Crowt 


f Glory. 
To exclude Deſpair, and eſta- 


pliſh Hope, the Writings of the 
New Teſtament are more effectual 
than the Old. And no wonder 
they are ſo. 
Jewt by Commands, Chriſt hath 
Comkorted all Men by Faith and 
Grace: But the ſacred Volumes 
F furniſh us not only with good 
Examples, but with many Say- 
ings, fome of which ſtrike an 
7 awful Fear into Men, and there 
are others which Comfort thoſe 
that are afraid. This is the main 
7 ſcope of all the Prophetical Books, 
to amplifie God's Vengeance to- 
; wards thoſe that ſwerve from 


Moſes affrighted the 


him, and again to enlarge his 


Mercy towards thoſe that turn 
unto him by Repentance. 


Both theſe Remedies are 
Wholeſome if they be well and 
ſeaſonably apply'd. Thoſe which 
terrifie are to be adminiſtred to 
F 4 Perſons 


: 
l 
! 
. 
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thoſe that are intoxicated with 


the Proſperity of this Life, and | 


ſtupiſied or caſt into a dead Sleep 


with the Pleaſures of this World; 
that by this means, as by the tak- *' 
ing of Hellebore, they may be 
brought to their right Under- 
ſtanding, or as by taking of Cole- 
wort, they may be induced to a 


{ſober Mind. 


Thoſe other Places that eõ 

tend hopes of Pardon, are to be 
adminiſtred to the Timorous and 
Fearful, eſpecially in danger of 
Altho' neither are thoſe *' 


to be poſſeſſed with ſuch Fear as 


Death. 


excludes all hope of Pardon; nor 


are theſe to be deceived and flar- 
rered with ſmooth Words and 
Deluſions. It is one thing to 


correct, another to diſcourage ; 
one thing to comfort, another 
to flatter, | 
Therefore it is of- great Mo- 
ment, what kind of People viſit 


the Sick; it is fit that they ſhould 


have 


Perſons of Healthful Bodies, but 
evil Minds; to the Inſolent, to 
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but Have divers Places of Scripture 


ready at Hand, which being ei- 
ther read or ſaid by Heart, may 
ſupport them; ſome ſhort Pray- 
ers diſcreetly compos'd will be 
very fuirable for this Occaſion. 
For ſome very indifferent ones 
vhich were made by illiterate 
7 Perſons are often recommended 


by ignorant People to the uſe of 


| the Sick. 


The moft effectual Comfort 


- 2 of all, is, that the Sick Man be 

7 adviſed to excite his Faith and 
2 Charit 
2 Neigh 


towards God and his 
ur, as much as he is a- 
ble, freely and from his Heart to 


forgive all thoſe who have of- 
fended him, and to ſuffer with 


Patience, and for the ſake of Fe- 


us Chriſt, all the Pains of his Sick- 


neſs, and Death it ſelf, and to re- 
ſign himſeltin every thing to God's 
holy Will and Pleaſure, reckon- 
ing that he will not paſs Sentence 
twice againſt him; and that Chriſt 
hath made Atonement for our 
Tranſgreſliogs upon the Croſs. 
F 5 From 
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and putting his whole Confidence 


witha Religious Faith and Heart, 
fay theſe Words, Lord, Into thine 
Hands I commend my Spirit, v. 23, 
46. It is no Preſumption for a Sin- 
ner, and infirm Perſon to make 
uſe of the Words of his Lord and 
Maſter, For therefore our Head 
ſpeaks them in himſelf, that we, 
who are his Members may imi- 
tate him. Burt if any one deſires 
to have an Example from the 
Saints, let him ſay with St. Sre- 
" phen, O Lord Feſus receive my Spi- 
rit, Act, 7.59. 

Examples are of great Efficacy 
to cheer Mens Minds, for they 
repreſent to us, juſt as it were in 
a Glaſs, what ought to be done, 
and what ought not. And becauſe 
in outward things we are more 
ready to be influenced by what 

| we 


OE ———_—_—_—_ - 


From theſe Fountains, and eſpe- | 
cially that of his Blood, let him 
beg Remiſſion of his Sins. 89 
that truſting nothing in himſelf, \ 


in the Mercy of God, and in the 
Merits of Feſus Chriſt; he may, | 
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we ſee, than what we barely hear, 
it is very uſeful to be preſent 
with dying Perſons, that whatſo- 
ever we fee deteſtable in them 
we may avoid it, and whatſoever 
good and pious, we may imitate - 
it. For at that Inſtant it appears, 
what Faith and Conſcience every 
one hath. But there can be none 
more compleat and perfect Ex- 
ample, than that which our Lord 
hath ſhew'd us in himſelf, For 
when his laſt Hour was come, he 
fortified his Difciples with the 
Food of his Holy Body and Bleod, 
againſt the Storm of Temptation 
then at Hand, thereby admoniſh- 
ing us, that as often as we fall in- 
to Calamity or a Diſeaſe which 


threatens Death; we ſhould forth- 


with cleanſe our Affections by 
Confeſſion, even as the Lord 
waſhed his Diſciples Feer. We 
ſhould preſently with due Reve- 
rence, receive the Body and Blood 
of the Lord, which Food will 
make our Souls ſtrong, and in- 
vincible againſt our Spiritual E- 
*nemy. The 
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The Lord made no Will, but 
is his fiery Word was inſtead of his 
| Will and Teſtament, which St. 
Fon urges more Vehemently, and 
the Inſtitution of the Sacrament of 
the Euchariſt is for a Remembrance 
of his Death. Theſe Words alſo 
from the Croſs looked ſomething 
like a Will, A/oman behold thy Son; 
and to the Diſciple, beho!d thy Me- 
. ther, John 19 26, 27. As to ſecu- 
lar Matters therefore we muſt be 
brief, but as to the Things rela- 
ting to Faith and Charity more 
Copious. The Words of Per- 
ſons when they are dying, are 
wont to be catched at greedily, 
and to make great Impretiion up- 
on the Minds of the Hearers ; ei- 
ther becauſe no Man is thought 
| to diſſemble at that Inſtant, or 
belt whilſt the Soul begins to 
M be ſeparated from the Body whi 
ik iL burthened with, it often 


gives a'token of that Liberty and 
Lnowledge to which it is ap- | 


But 
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But let us return to the Exam- 
ple of our Redeemer; after the 
Myſt ical Supper, he departed from 
the Houſe into the Garden, and ha- 
ving Commanded his other Dif- 
ciples to tarry there, he only rook 
a-part with himſelf, Peter, and ohn 
and Fames the Sons of Zebedee, 
Mat. 26. 37. that he might haye 
the fame Witneſſes of his human 
Infirmity, as he had of his Tran 
figuration in the Mount of Glory. 
To theſe he confeſſed his Bitter 
Sorrows of Mind, more grievous 
very often than Death it ſelF. 
Having Commanded theſe to 
watch and pray, v. 41. He went 
aſide again to Prayer. There is 
an hidden Myſtery in the Lord's 
Bodily withdrawing. 

He that prepares himſelf to die; 
let him give no heed to either Ci- 
vil or Domeſtick Affairs. Let him 
caſt away the Care of the Com- 
mon-wealth : Let him quite ſhake 
off all Solicitude about his Poſſeſ- 
ſions. His Wife and Children are 
to be commended tothe Lord, * 
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all Dependance on Relations and 


Friends caſt off. Let him not har- 
bour his moſt intimate and dear- 
eſt Companions in his Boſom. He 
ought to be by himſelf alone, who 
is minded, without any Iaterrup- 
tion, then to Converſe with his 
Heavenly Father, when his laft and 
greateſt Temptations a{{ault him. 
Thus he warns thoſe that Heep to 
Matech and pray, that they enter not 
into Temptation, v. 41, He enters 
into Temptation, who yields him- 
ſelf into the Power of the Temper. 
Tempration indeed at the firſt 
ſets upon thoſe that watch and 
pray, but it preſintly paſſeth away 
again. That which our Lord told 
his Three Diſciples he ſaid to all 
of us. 

They ſe pt and therefore fell in- 
to Temptation, Mat. 26. v.40. St. Pe- 
ter, the moſt Valiant of the Twelve, 
deny'd his Maſter.v,70,72,74. The 
others ran away for fear, being rea- 
dy even to have forſworn him, bad 
they been in the ſame danger. 

The Weakneſs of Men is over- 


come 


88289800 
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come in Tryal of Death, unlefs .5 

theydo inſtantly, and wirha pure 5 

'- | Aﬀettion and a ſtedfaſt Faith 

implore the aid of him who alone 

0 | Quickens the Dead. | 

* Further, our Redeemer hath 

vouchſated to ſhew us by his own -: 

Example, after what manner we. 

muſt pray in that Condition, He 

0 kneeled down, Luk. 22. 41. Neither 

was that all, He fell down on hi: Face, 

5 Mat. 26. 39. From the Earth he 

cry'd to his Father with fo ſtrong 

q a Voice, that he was heard by the 
three Diſciples who were a Stone's 

caſt off him, Luk. 22. 4.1. and heavy 

1 with ſleep, Mat. 26. 43. He return- 
ed to Prayers twice. He repeated 

the ſame Words thrice; Not a will, 

but as thou wilt, v. 39. He bends his 

Knees, who wholly Submits him- 

: ſelf to God's Will and Pleaſure. 

Anse falls down on his Face, who 

1 Ends fault with himſelf, and whol- 

4 ly miſtruſts his own Strength and 
Well- doings, and expects no Con- 

dlation but from God's Mercy. 

Neither muſt we preſently deſſ . 


r 


| 
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it Conſolation be deferred, we | 


muſt return again and again tofer- 
vent, hearty Prayer, For if we 
ly what the Lord 
1 Bodily, he will ſend his 
oly Angels to wipe away the 
bloody Sweat from our Eyes, he 
will eitherdeliverus fromDanger, 
or grant us the Strength of his 
Spirit to enable us to ſuffer Death 
with the greater Conſtancy. 
Laſtly, let us go up to the Croſs 
with our Lord Naked, ſeparate 
from all Earthly Aﬀ-&ions, ad- 
vanced towards the Love of the 
Heavenly Life, that we may ſay 
with St. Paul, the World is Crucifi- 
ed unto me, and I to the World, Gal. 


6. 14. And then faſtned with theſe 


Nails, Faith, Hope, and Charity, let 
us always perſevere in them, fight- 
ing Victoriouſly with the Devil, 
till having overcome him, we 
paſs into everlaſting Reſt thro' 
the Merits and Grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be Praiſe 
and Glory, for ever and ever, 4- 
men. PRE 
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„Directions for the Morning. 


5 | As ſoon as you awake in the Morn- 
ing, dedicate your ſelf to Almig h- 
ty God in this ſhort Prayer. 


KSYGOD, I thank thee for 
GO 8 all thy undeſerved Mer- 
HY 


cies beſtowed upon me, 

* eſpecially for thy parti- 

cular Providence over me the 
laſt Night ; as thou haſt brought 
me ſafely to the beginning of this 
Day, fo I beſeech Thee to pro- 
tet me in it, and guide me thro? 
it. I commend my ſelf, Soul and 
Body, all that I have, and all that 
I undertake, into the Hands of thy 
moſt gracious Providence and 
Protection; beſeeching Thee to 


keep both me and mine ay” 
WE: in 
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Sin and Danger, and to bleſs my} 

honeſt Endeavours in that lawful . 

Station wherein thou haſt placed dig 

me. | 

As ſoon as you are dreſt, it is ad- - 
viſable to retire into ſome pri- age 
vate Apartment, and to ſpend\| | 
fame little Portion of time in ex- Lo 
amining your Conſcience, and in | eq, 
reading attentively ſome part ei- th 
ther of the Holy Scriptures , or of Þ co 
Jome good Books; which may help Þ m 
to teach and ſtir you up to your ; 
Duty: And when you bave done | wy 
this, Addreſs your ſelf to God in || x, 


the following Prayer. 86 

m 

CD ND ν Þ o 
5 | 'h 
Mornina PRAVYER. | a 


From Biſhop Duppa. 

10 Eternal God, my Maker and It 
Redeemer ; I adore and bleſs || f 

thy holy Name, that thou haſt, with 1 
ſuch admirable Patience, not on- | | 
ly ſuffered me to live to this ; 
Hour, but withal haſt an | 
thy 
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3 MY Shy daily Bleſſings upon mee (/pe- 
ful 126 —— of * 
aced robe paſt even then when I, by 
my Sinful Life, have moſt un- 
ad- ſcindly and treacherouſly rebelled 
F ggainſt Thee. 
dend But who knows, O Merciful 
£X- Lord, how ſoon thy bleſſed Pati- 
d in ſ ence may end? Or how ſpeedily 
thou may'ſt call me to a ſad ac- 
Y of count for all my former Days fo 


belp Þ miſerably Miſpent ? 
our For O ! how many are they on 
one | whom the Morning Sun hath ſhi- 
in ned, that have not lived to ſee it | 
Set? And how know I, but this 
„ © may be my laſt Day too? The 
05 only Day which thou, O God, 
| haſt left me to ſee my Soul in Or- 
R. | der, and to prepare for my laſt 
End ? 3 
O my dear Lord, ſuffer me not 
d then to neglect this bleſſed Sea- 
is | fon, but by an hearty Repentance 
th ſpeedily, turn me this Morning, 
this Inſtant cauſe me to return 


js | unto Thee, that how ſoon ſoever 
. thou ſhalt call me to my Tranſ- 
* $i migration 
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migration from this Life, myÞþns, 
Accounts may be found audited,Fnol 
my Sins cancelled, and my SoulFher 
acquitted, by the Blood of thatÞy | 
Lamb, that takes away the Sins of ver- 
the World, wh; 
If thou pleaſeſt to add more do. 
Days to my Life, give me Grace and 
to conſecrate them unto thy Ser- He 
vice, and to redeem the Time O 
which I cannot recal, and keep An 
me ever under the Wings of thy| 
Protection, that neither Sin nor] Go, 
Danger may approach to hurt] ha 
me. an 
Grant this, O my God, for his IT 
ſake that vouchſafed to die for] be 
me, thy only Son Feſus Chriſt the re 
Righteous. Amen. of 
II. O Lord our Heavenly Father | be 
Almighty and Everlaſting God. who I ti. 
haſt ſafely brought me to the be- IV 
ginning of this Day, defend me la 
in the ſame with thy mighty || 
Power, and grant that this Day I I 
tall into no Sin, neither run into lo 
any kind of 1 but that all Jl 
my Thoughts, Words and Acti- I 


ons, 
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 myÞns, may be prevented by thy 
ited moſt Gracious Favour, and fur- 
Soulther'd by thy continual and rea- 
thatfy Help, and ordered by thy o- 
ns offyer-ruling Governance; that 
whatever I ſhall ſpeak, think, or 
nore do, may be always Rightcous 
raceſand Acceptable in thy Sight. 
Ser- Hear me, I humbly intreat Thee, 
ime O Father, for Feſus Chriſt's Sake. 
deep Amen. 
thy III. Almighty and Everlaſting 
nor] Gd, who by thy holy Apoſtle 
hurt] haſt taught me to make Prayers 
and Supplications, and to give 
his Thanks for all Men; I humbly 
for] beſeech Thee moſt Mercifully to 
the Þ receive this my Prayer, which I 
offer unto thy Divine Majeſty, 
her beſeeching Thee to inſpire con- 
ho I tinually the Univerſal Church 
be · | with the Spirit of Truth, Unity 
me and Concord: And grant that all 
ty [they that do confeſs thy Holy 
y I | Name, may agree in the Truth 
to fof thy Holy Word, and live in 
all Unity and Godly Love, I be- 
ti- [ſecch Thee alſo to ſave and de- 
ns, fl fend 
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fend all Chriſtian Kings, PrinceYPe 
and Governors, and eſpeciallh 
18 thy Servant GEORGE out 
16 KING. that under Him we may 
5 be Godly and quietly governed ces 
and grant unto His whole Coun- Bo 
4 cil, and to all that are put in Auſſ in 
= thority under Him, that they may fu 
if truly and indifferently Miniſteſ th. 
Juſtice, to the Puniſhment off hu 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and to th4G 
maintenance of thy true Religiq an 
on and Virtue. Give Grace, OT 
Heavenly Father, to all Biſhopyar 
and Curates, that they may both Sc 
by their Life and Doctrine ſe 
forth thy true and lively Word 
and rightly and duly Adminiſte 
thy Holy Sacraments: and to all 
thy People give thy Heavenly 
Grace, and eſpecially to all ny} at 
Here name thy Relations, Friends, and} fo 
1 nearelt Relati- Benefactors; Sanctifiel 8. 
8 'em with thy Grace, f 
preſerve em with] F 
thy Providence, guard them from] a 
all Evil by the Cuſtody of An. 13 
gels, direct them in the ways of fl ti 
| Peace 


— 4 —_ 
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Peace and holy Religion by the 
conduct of thy holy Spirit, and 
conſign them all with the Parti- 
cipation of thy Bleſſings and Gra- 
ces in this World, with healthful 
Bodies, with good Underſtand- 
ings, and ſanctified Spirits, to a 
full Fruition of thy Glories in 
the World to come. And I moft 
humbly beſeech Thee of thy 


A Goodneſs, O Lord, to Comfort 
i and Succour all them who in this 


Tr anſitory Life + gere name thoſe 
are in Trouble, in Sickneſs or Trou- 
Sorrow , Need, ble, that deſire thy 


7 

Sickneſs, or an 1 
other Adverſity. [* Eſpecially] - 

O Lord, I give Thee hum- 
ble and hearty Thanks for all thy 
great Mercies both Temporal 
and Spiritual beſtow'd upon me, 
for my Creation, Redemption, 
Sancti ficat ion and Preſervation ; 
for the Means of Grace, and 
Hopes of Glory, for all thy Saints 
and Servants, holy Men, and ho- 


| ly Women, departed this Life in 


thy Faith and Fear, beſeeching 
: Thee 


——— 
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Thee to give me Grace ſo to fol 
low their good Examples, th: 
with them I may be Partaker o 
thy Heavenly Kingdom. 
I bleſs thy holy Name for thy 
particular Providence over me 
and mine the laſt Night; an 
ſince thou haſt brought me tz 
the beginning of this Day, gran 
that I may ſpend it in thy Fea 
and Service, walking before The 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ] 

this and all the Days of my Lite! 
thro Feſus Chriſt our Lord, ton 
whom with Thee and the Hoy 
Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory| a 
World without End. Amen. 2 
Our Father which art in Heaym 
ven, &c, u 
IV. Now in all Tribulation! 
and Anguiſh of Spirit, in all DanPr 

gers, both of Soul and Body, in 
Proſperity and Adverſity, in than 
Hour of Death, and the Day ofÞ® 
Judgment, Hh and moſt Bieſſeꝶ p. 
Feſus, have Mercy upon me, fave* 
and deliver me, and all fairhfulp* 
People. Amen, 4 
Note 


y 


for Noon. © 145 
fol Note, The Lord's Prayer is never to 
thaß be omitted, The fore going Pray. 
Tr ON ers, may be uſed by a Family, if 
von alter the Number, ſaying, We 
r thi for I, and Us for Me, &c. 
M4 
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RAYERS at Noox, 


From Biſhop Patrick. 
ſneſe ITeſtrafe my ſelf before Thee, 
Life} * O Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
, tan all Humility of Soul and Bo 
Hol dy, I acknowledge my Depen- 
Zloryſance upon Thee, and thy con- 
2 ant Care and Providence over 
Heaſme ever ſince I was born; parti- 
ularly this Day, in keeping me 
latioſhitherto from many Dangers, and 
DanÞroviding for me many good 
ly, infl hings ; as well for the Comfort - 


in chahnd Pleaſure, as for the neceffarx 
Jay oÞ»pport of this preſent Life, E. .q, 


Ble/ſepecrally 1 thank Thee for thy“ 
 ſavexceeding great Love in the Lord 
virhfulſeſis, through whom thou haſt 

_ Eiven me guod hope of herrer 
Note G En- 
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Enjoyments in the Life to come 
by following that bleſſed Exam. 
— which he bath ſer us all of; 
well-doing and contented ſuffer-Y; 
Ing. 


It is all reaſon, O Lord, that IH 


ſhould love Thee, and entirel) an 
truſt in Thee, and moſt willing} H 
ly ſerve and obey Thee. Accord. de 
Pi 


- 


00 I here again dedicate my 
ſelf, both Soul and Body to Thee 
I yow my ſelf ever to thy Ser 
vice, I hope ſtill in thy great 
ercies, which have been ſo 
tender and ſo Abundant towards 
me. I depend upon Thee, for 
what thou fſeeſt to be profitable 
for me. I refer my ſelf abſolute- 
ly to thy wiſe Will, reſolving to wi 
reſt contented and farisfhed in thatſ tri 
Condition wherein thou placeſty i; 
A me. I believe thou ordereſt allf to 
Things in Heaven and in Earth, m. 
4 and takeſt the greateſt Care offf Lo 
thoſe that wait upon Thee, and] H 
commit themſelves unto Thee; T 
# as now.I do in Confidence of thy 
Goodneſs and Submiſſion to thy} 
Pleaſure. Eſpeci- . 


me} 


E 


2 
* 


am. for thy ho 


[1 of 
er 


for Noon, 
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I rely upon Thee 
Spirir, to preſerve 
in me theſe holy Purpoſes, and 
inſpire me continually with good 
Thoughts, and ſtir up in me 


at Heavenly Affections, and increaſe 
relhſſand ſtrengthen my Faith and 
ing Hope in Thee, and aſſiſt my En- 


orc deavours to do accordin 


my Pious Reſolutions, 


'hee 
r 


zreat 
1 ſo 
ards 

for 
table 
lute- 
g to 
that 


G 2 


e 
8 
„ 


Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs, © 
for what I have felt already; 1 
thank Thee for thy many Illumi- 
nations from above; for thy © © 
Grace ſo early preventing me; 
for the Aſſiſtance and Further- - 
ance thou haſt given me, and the 
happy Opportunities I have met 
withal, of improving my ſelf in 
true Wiſdom and Godlineſs. 
is the earneſt deſire of my Soul 
to gow ons " V. an Fro * 
made pertectiy like to my bee 
if Lord and Saviour: by whom all 
Honour and Glory 
;| Thee, O Father 4imighty, World 
without End, Amen, 


It 


given to 


Before you betake your ſelf to Reſt 
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Our Father which art in Heaven 
ballowed be thy Name, &c, , 

II. God the Father, God the Son 
God the Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, preſerve} 
and keep me, the Lord merciful 
ly with his Favour look upon me] 
and ſo fill me with all Spiritual} 
Benc diction and Grace, that 
may ſo live in this Life, tha 
in the World to come I may hav 
Lite Everlaſting. Amen, 
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Directions for the Evening, 


recollect the (everal Tranſattionf 
of the' Day paſt, giving God th 
Glory of what you have done wel 
and imploring his Forgiveneſs fo 
what you bave none amiſi, toge ſo 
ther with bis Grace and Aſſiſtanc tin 
to enable you to do better for thime 
time to come, Read The Daily Re 
Self-Examinant, Ge. and ſom iro 
part of the Scriptures, as in th ſuc 
Morning, and then [ay the foll** 
lowing Prayers, * 
— EVEN 
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wnEyENING PRAYERS. 


Lea, I beſeech Thee Merci- 
fully to hear my Prayers, 
Ind ſpare both me and all thoſe 
That confeſs their Sins unto Thee; 
hat they whoſe Conſciences by 
Sin are accuſed, by thy Merciful ; 
Pardon may be abſolved, through 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
From Dr. Hammond. 


0 80 IQ Eternal Lord God, who haſt, 
Created the World and all 
Ing Time, and who haſt made my 


Days as it were a Spaß long, and 
mine Age as nothing id reſpect ot 
Thee: Teach me to number me 
Days that l may apply my Heart to 
Ithy Heavenly Wiſdom, and may 
ſo carefully employ that ſhort: 
2arctime which thou haſt appointed 
me to ſpend here, ſo make up my 
Dail Reckoning before thou calleſt me 
I ſom from hence, that I may then give 
Mach an Account of the Talents 
e fol herewith thou haſt intruſted 
me, that I may receive that Joy- 
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ful Sentence: Fell done good. and |} W 
Faithful Servant, enter thou into the |} fro 
Foy of thy Lord. Bleſſed be thy holy. | Mm) 
Name, O Lord my God, who h Sa 
ſhewed me the Light of thy Coun- || pri 
renance, and cauſed me to ſee th an 
Goodneſs in the Land of the Li- Vi. 
ving, who haſt preſerved me in I Er. 
all my ways, and delivered me | 2 
from many Evils and Dangers, Þ} 
O Lord, forſake me not in the | So 
vaniſhing of my Days, but ſtill | Ar 
continue the Protection of thy | III 
gracious Hand upon me; be thou 
my Light and Defence, my Guide | by 
and Guard, through the Valley | fre 
of Miſery and Tears, and the N 
Shadow of Death, to that holy {| ou 
Hill, where thine Honour and 
our Reſt dwelleth. Give me | IV 
Grace to remember the Days of 
Darkneſs, that I may be ready, II 
and provided, whenſoever thou | up 
ſhalt call me to Judgment, and | pri 
whether I live or die (this Night) || by 
T recommend my ſelf to thy Mer- | &i 
Cy and Goodneſs; beſeeching || th: 
Thee to receive me under thy || th; 


Wings,, 


for the Evening, 15 
Wings, where I may reſt ſecure 
from all Evil ; and to preſerve 
my Soul in perpetual Peace and 
Safety. Grant that I may be 
provided with Oil in my Lamp, 
and ready to enter in with the wiſe 
Virgins, whenfoever the Bride- 
groom ſhall come, and may receive 


a bleſſing among thoſe which 
watch and wait for thy coming; 


So come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


Amen. 
III. LIshten my darkneſs I be- 
ſeech Thee, O Lord, and- 
by thy great Mercy defend me 
from all Perils and Dangers of this 
Night, for the Love of by only Son 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Amen. 
From the Whole Duty of Man. 
. O Ber- Lord, whoſe Mer- 
cy is over all thy Works, 
I beſeech Thee to have Mercy 
upon all Men, and grant that rhe 
precious Ranſom which was paid 
by thy Son for all, may be effe- 
ctual ro the ſaving of all. Give 
thy enlightning Grace to thofe 
that are in Darkneſs, and thy 
\.#: G 4 com- 
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converting Grace to thoſe that 
are in Sin; look with thy tender- 
elt Compaſſions upon the Univer- 
fal Church, O be favourable and 
| racious unto Sion, build thou 
| the Walls of Feruſalem: Unite all 
” thoſe that profeſs thy Name to 
'Thee, by Purity, and Holineſs; 
and to each other by Brotherly 
| Love. Have Mercy on this de- 
folate Church, and Sinful Nation; 
| thou haſt moved the Land, and 
divided ir, heal the Sores thereof 
for it ſhaketh; make us ſo truly, 
| to repent of thofe Sins which 
| have provoked thy Judgments, 
that thou alſo may'ſt turn and re- 
pent, and leave a Bleſſing behind 
Thee. Bleſs thoſe whom thou 
haſt appointed our Governours, 
whether in Church or State; ſo 
rule their Hcarts, and ſtrengthen 
their Hands, that they may nei- 
ther want Will nor Power to pu- 
niſh Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 
maintain Ged's true Religion and 
Vertue, Have pity, O Lord, on 
all that are in Affliction; be a 
Father 


„ — —— — 
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therleſs, and plead 122 
the Cauſe of the Wi- bare deſited ihy 


dow , comfort the —_—_ 
FeebleMinded, ſupport theWeak, 


heal the Sick, relieve the Needy, 


defend the Oppreſſed, and Admi- 
niſter to every one according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſitles; Let thy 
Bleſſings reſt upon all that are 
near and dear to me, and grant 
them whatſoever thou ſeeſt ne- 
2 4; to e Bodies or 
their Souls. Rewar 

all thoſe that have — Adlall. 
done me good, and s. ; 


- Pardon all thoſe that have done 
or wiſht me Evil, and work in 


them and me all that good which 
_ make us acceptable in thy 
ight. 1 
And now, O Lord, I deſire to 
bleſs and praiſe Thee for all the 
Spiritual and Temporal Blef- 
ſings I enjoy in this Life, for my 
Creation, Redemption, Sanctifi- 


"Eation and Preſervation ; for thy 
Reſtraining, Inciting, and Aſſiſt- 


Gs ing 
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ing Grace; for my Health. Friends, 
Food and Raiment; for my 


Peace, Plenty, and Proſperity ; 
for the continuance of my Senſe 


and Reaſon, for all the Comforts, 


as well as the Neceſſaries of this 
Life ; for thoſe continual Prote- 
ctions of thy Hand, by which [ 


and mine are kept from Dangers, 


Here orc Bong thy and thoſe great 
{t remarkable Mer- 8 f 
ny Deliverances e- 


cities and Deliverances 


fr m Sickneſs, Danger ſpecially —_— ) 
and che hke. thou haſt often 
2 florded out of ſuch as have be- 


thine whereby thou haſt ſweet. 
red and allayed thoſe Troubles 


thou haſt not ſeen fit wholly+to 


remove. The Sins of this Day 


thou haſt not repaid, as juſtly 


thou mighteſt, by ſweeping me 


_ © away wich a ſwift Deſtruction; 
but hiſt ſpared and preſerved me 
according to the Greatneſs of thy 


Mercy. Whar ſhall Irender un- 


to the Lord för all theſe Benefi's 


he hath done unto me ? Lord, let 
this Goodnel of thine lead me to 
| Re- 


of E 
bey 


oe 
the 


fallen me, and for that Mercy of Ira, 


Th 
Cro 


eve! 
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NRepentance. And grant that 1 
ds, may not only ſhew forth thy 
Dy Praiſe with my Lips, but in the 
) ;:RObedience of my Lite, that f6'» 
nſeftheſe Bleſſings here may be an 
ts, learneſt of thoſe richer Bleſſings 
hisrhou haſt prepared for thoſe that 
Te-FL ove Thee, and that for his ſake, 
h [fyhom thou baſt made the Author 
TS, of Eternal Salvation to all that o- 
cat bey him, even Feſus Chriſt. Amen. 


— V. THE Peace of Gt which 

paſlzth all Underitanding, : 
de-Ithe Bleſſing of God Amigbiy, the 
of Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; 
et- IThe Virtue of Chriſt's bleſſed 
Croſs, be with me both now and 
to Fevermore. Amen. ö 


1 bw. 


While you are undreſſing your ſelf” 

conſider the approach of your lat- - 
ter End, and let the ſight of your 

by Bed put you in mind of your Hind. 

ing Sheet and Grave, When on 

1's are in Bed before you C om poſe Your 


ſelf to Rift, lay; 


From 


N 
þ 
jz 
| 
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From the Whole Duty of Man. 


O Bleſſed Lord, the Keeper of 1/- 
reel, that neither ſlumbereſt 
nor {lcepeſt, be pleaſed in thy 
Mercy, to watch over me this 
Night ; Keep me by thy Grace, 
from all Works of darkneſs, and 
defend me by thy Power from all 


Dangers, grant me moderate and 


refreſhing Sleep, ſuch as may fit 
me for the Duties of the Day 
following. And, Lord, make me 
ever mindful of that Time when 
I ſhall lie down in the Duſt ; And 
becauſe I know neither the Day 
nor the Hour of my Maſter's co- 
ming, grant me Grace that I may 
be always ready, that I may ne- 
ver live in ſuch a State as I ſhall 
Fear to die in ; but that whether 
I live, I may live unto the Lord, 
or whether I die, I may die unto 
the Lord, ſo that Living and Dy- 
ing, | may be thine, through Je- 
ſu: Chriſt, Amen, 


When 


— 


Us 


„ wn. A Gs e. N 
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When you cloſe your Eyes to ſleep ſay; © 
From Biſhop Taylor. 
Cant, O Lord, that I may ne- 
ver {leep in Sin or Death E- 
ternal, but that I may have my 
part in the Firſt Reſurrection, and 
that the Second Death may not 
prevail over me. Amen. 
O Lord, unto thy Gracious 
Mercy and Protection I commit 
my Soul and Body. O God the 
Father, bleſs me and keep me. O 
God the Son, make thy Face to 
ſhine upon me, and be gracious 
unto me, O God the Holy Ghoſt, 
litt up thy Countenance upon 
me, and give me thy Peace this 
Night, henceforth, and for ever- 
more. 


If you awake in the Nigh, ſay this | 


Excellent Prayer againſt ſudden | 


Death, 

| From Mr. Kettlewel. ; 

LM. they who have led the 

beſt Lives are deſirous of 

ſome time to prepare for their 

Death. But my Lite has — 
0 


- 


DV, 
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ed in Sins and Frailties, which 

make me ſtand in much greater 

need thereof. Snatch me not a- 

way therefore to give up my Ac-- 1 

counts by the ſurprize of a ſudden 

Death, but deliver me from an - 
unprepared Heart, and an unex- 

| pected End. 
As- I Sin daily, Q God, let me 
repent daily, and ſtand always 
upon my watch, that I may be 
ready for Thee, whenſoever thou 
calleſt me: But give me time and 
leiſure, if it may pleaſe Thee, ro 
put my Spirit in the beſt order 1 
can for leaving this World, and 

L appearing before Thee, and tak- 
ing my leave of all decently ; 
that, with more Satisfaction . 
to my Friends, and with more 

Settlement of Mind and Comfort 

to my ſelf, I may yield it up into 

the Hands of thy Mercy, thro? 
Feſus Chriſt my Lord and Saviour, 
Amen. 3 
This Prayer may be ſaid at any 
time when there is Opportunity . 


to retire, 
1 Directions 


1 
* 
U 


18 4 
S: GAYA CY AGAGA 
Directions for the SICK. 


N hene ver you begin to be Sick, call 
in the Aſſiſtance of your Spiritual 
Guides, Sending for the Elders 
of the Church that they may 
pray over you, Jam. 5. 4. 4 
aſſiſt and comfort you by Wards 
ſpoken in their due Seaſon, and 
Adminiſter to you the Word and 
the Benefit of Abſolution, and the 
Holy Communion, reſolving and 
aſſiſting you in all Things, that 
may be needful for the finiſhing .of 
your Repentance, the ſupport of 
your Spirit, and the Peace of your. 
Conſcience, 8 


eee enn 


PRAYERS f be uſed by 4 
SICK PERSON. 


LCN Almighty, 2 God, 

Maker of Mankind, who 

doſt correct thoſe whom they 
0 
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doſt Love, and Chaſtiſe every 
one whom thou doſt receive, I 
beſeech Thee to have Mercy up- 
on me thy Servant viſited with 
thine Hand ; and to grant that I 
may take my Sickneſs patiently, 
and recover my Bodily Health (if 
it be thy Gracious Will ;) and 
whenſoever my Soul ſhall depart 
from my Body, it may be with- 
out Spot, preſented unto Thee, 
thro? Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 
From Biſhop Ken, 


IT. Give me thy Servant, O | 


Lord, Patience in my Sorrows, 
Comfort in my Sickneſs, and re- 
ſtore me to Health if it ſeem 
good to Thee. And however 

thou ſhalt determine concerning 
me in this Aﬀair, yet make my 
Repentance perfect. and my Faith 
ſtrong, and my Hope ſtedfaſt, 
and my Paſſage ſafe ; that when 
thou ſhalt call my Soul from this 
Prifon of the Body, it may enter 
into the Reſt of the Sons of God, 
and the Boſom of Bleſſedneſs, and 
be with the Holy Feſur, Amen, 
III. Lord 
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III. Lord, thou knoweſt all the 
Neceſſities of me thy Sinful Ser- 
vant, O fortifie my Soul with: 
Spiritual Joys, and perfect Reſig- 
nation, and take from me all in- 
ordinate Affections to this World; 
and enlarge my Heart with de- 
ſire of being with Thee, and of 
Freedom from Sin, and of the 
Frution of God. 

IV. Lord, impute not unto me 
the Follies of my Vouth, nor any 
of the Errors or Miſcarriages of 


my elder Years ; but ſtrengthen 


me in my Weakneſs, and carry 
me fafely thro? all my Afflictions. 
Let not my Faith waver, nor my 
Hope fail, nor my Charity be 


diſordered, Let me die in Peace,. 
and reſt in Hope, and riſe in Glo- "| 


ry. Amen, 

V. I know, O my God, thou 
ſendeſt this Sickneſs for my Good, 
even to humble and reform me : 
O grant it may work that ſaving 
effect in me, 

VI. Lord, (create in me a true 
penitent Sorrow for all my Sins 


paſt, 


CEA 
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ſt, a ſtedfaſt Faith in Thee, and 
| axon Reſolutions of Amend- 
ment for the time to come. 

Deliver me from all Froward- 
neſs and Impatience, and give me 
an entire Reſignation to thy Di- 
vine Will. O ſuffer not the Di- 
ſeaſeto take away my Senſes, and 
do thou continually ſupply my 
Thoughts with holy Ejaculations. 
Lord, bleſs all Means that are u- 
ſed for my Recovery, and reſtore 
me to my Health in thy good 
time; but if otherwiſe thou haſt 
appointed for me, thy ill be done. 

From Biſhop Couſins. 

VII. O'Sweer Feſus, I deſire nei- 
ther Life nor Death, but thy 
moſt holy Will; thou art the 
thing. O Lord, that I long for, be 
it unto me according to thy good 
Pleaſure. If it be thy Will to 
have me die, receive my Soul, 
and grant that in the end with 

hee I may receive everlaſting 
Reſt; if it be thy Will to have 
me live any longer upon Earth, 
give me Grace to amend the * 
0 


_— — * 
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of mp Life, and with good Works 
to Glorifie thy holy Name, who 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 


liveth and reigneth ever One God, 
World without End. Amen. 


A PRAYER upon taking Phyſick, 
From Biſhop Tay lor. 
VILOQ Moſt bleſſed Feſus, who 
| art the great Phyſics an 
of our Souls, and the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, ariſing with heal- 
ing in thy Wings, and who diſ- 
poſeſt every accidenc to the Ho- 
nour of thy Father, and to the 
Good and Comfort of them that 
love and ſerre Thee, be pleaſed 
to bleſs the Miniſtry of thy Ser- 
vant in order to my Health, pro- 
er the Medicines, and diſpoſe 
the chance of my Sickneſs, that I 
may feel the wap pas and loving 
kindneſs of the Lord, in the eaſe 
of my Pain, and Reſtitution of 
my Health, that I being reſtored 
to the Society of the Living, and 
to thy ſolemn Aſſemblies, may 
praiſe Thee and thy Goodneſs 


here 
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here in thy Courts, and hereafter 
in thy Erernal Temple. for ever 
and ever, Amen, 


PRAYERS for 4a Sick Child, 
* O ber God and moſt 
Merciful- Father, to whom 
alone belong the Iſſues of Life 
and Death! Look down from 
Heaven, we - humbly beſeech 
Thee, with the Eyes. of Mercy 
upon this Child now lying upon 
the Bed of Sickneſs. / Viſit Him 
Cor Her | O Lord, with thy Salva- 
tion; Deliver him in thy good 
appointed time from his. Bodily 
pain, and ſave his Soul for thy 
ercies ſake ; that if it ſhall be 
thy good Pleaſure to prolong his 
Days here on Earth, be may live 
to Thee, and be an Inſtrument 


of thy Glory, by ſerving Thee 


faithfully, and doing good in his 
Generation; or elſe receive him 
into thoſe Heavenly Habitations, 
where the Souls of them thar 
ſleep in the Lord Feſus enjoy per- 
petual Reſt and Felicity, Grant 


this, 
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this, O Lord, for thy Mercies ſake 
in the ſame thy Son our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chrift, who liveth and reign- 
eth with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, 
ever One God, World without End: 
Hes, 7” Mr 
From Mr, Kettlewel. 

II, Lord, pity the Troubles and 
Weakneſs of this poor Child, and 
pity our Sorrows. who are afflict- 
ed with it and for it. Eaſe it of 
Its Pains, and Strengthen it when 
it lies Struggling for Lite: And 
raiſe it up again, if it may pleaſe 
Thee, to grow in Years and Sta- 
ture, and in Wiſdom, and thy 


Fear, and thereby to Comfort us, 


and Glorifie Thee. 
We believe, O 4/mighty Father, 

that thou knoweſt beſt what is 

fit both for it and us, and wilt do 


what is beſt for both. And there- 


fore we leave it to Thee to diſ- 
poſe of as thou pleaſeſt. But 
whether it be to Life or Death, 
let it be thine in both, and either 
preſerve it to be thy true and 


taithful Servant here on Earth, or 


take 
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take it to the Bleſſedneſs of thy 
Children in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, thro? our Lord and Sa- 
viour Feſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A Thanksgiving for its Reoovery, 


From Mr, Kettlewel. 

ſs be thy Name, O Father 

ot Mercies, for that thou 
haſt heard us concerning this 
Child, and raiſed him Cor ber] up 
for thy Service and our Comfort. 
And, Lord, fill bis Heart with 
Grace as thou haſt done ours 
with Joy. Let Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ſtill grow up with bim, 
and as faſt as he | or ſhe | grows 
capable thereof, make bim wil- 
ling and careful to Honour and 
obey T hee. Let not Company 
corrupt bim, nor youthful Luſts, 
as they come on, prevail againſt 
bis Soul. But as now thou art the 


Preſerver of his Life, be ever] 


henceforward the Keeper of his 
Innocence; that whenſoever thou 
ſhalt call him again in thy due 
time to meet Death, be may have 


Com: 


Con 
a C 
and 
Pea 
Chri 


Private Devotions, 167 
y | Comfort in the Remembrance of | 
of | a Godly and Well-ſpent Life, 
4. | and ſweetly fall aſleep in thy 
peace, thro' the Merits of Feſus 
— | Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
A Our Father which ars, &c. 
Let the Sick Perſon add theſe Pray- 
er ers to the Morning, Noon and E- 
vening Devotions ; for larger helps 
nis Have recourſe to Biſhop 'T aylor's 
up Holy Living and Dying ; Biſhop 
rt. ] Andrews's Rules for Viſitation of 
+ the Sick; Dr.lſham's daih Of- 
urs] ice for the Sick; Mr. Kettle- 
nd wel' Death made Comfort able; 
. Dr. Stanhope' Additional Pray- 
wa ers and Meditations to Tho. a 
1.4 Kempis; and Dr. Aſhton's Me- 
nd od of Devotion for the Sick and 
Dying. But more eſpecially book 
ts, | inte the Daily Companion with 
nt Chriftian Supports under the 
hel Troubles of this World, &c. 
or ben the Sick Perſon is at the point 
his of Departure, let the Miniſter be 
ou ſent for to recommend bis Soul to 
ue God in that excellent recommen- 
well 9atory Prayer for one at the point 


4 . 
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| 
| 
i 
| 


of Departure in the Church's Of. 

fices * Viſitat ion ef the Sick, 

If no Miniſter can be bad, then lei 

the Relations or By-ſtanders uf: 
the following Prayers. | 


From Biſhop Andrews, 


J. FORD, now letteſt thon thy 


Servant depart in Peace, 
Into thy Hands, O Lord, we com- 
mend bis Cor her | Spirit, for thou 
haſt Redeemed it, O Lord, thou 
God of Truth. Bring his Sul 
out of Priſon, that it may praiſ: 
Thee, O deliver bim from this 
Body ol Death. Say unro bi 
Soul, I am thy Salvation, Say un- 
to him, to Day ſhalt thou be wit! 
me in Paradiſe, Let him now 
feel the Salvation of Feſus, let bin 
now feel the Anointing of Chriſt, 
Guide thou bim through the 
Valley and Shadow of Death, 
Let him ſee the Goodneſs of the 
Lord in the Land of the Living. 
O Lord, command his Spirit to be 
receiv'd up to Thee in Peace. 
Lord Jeſus, receive his Spirit; 


and 


— — — — Ao 
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and open to him the Gates of E- 
verlaſting Glory, 

Let thy good Spirit conduct 
bim into the Land of Righteouſ- 
neſs, into thy holy Hill, and 
Heavenly Kingdom. 

Send thine Angels to meet bim 
and bring him into Abraham's 


# Boſom. Place bim in the Habita- 


tion of Light and Peace, of Joy 
and Gladneſs. 

Receive bim into the Arms of 
thy Mercy, and give him an Inhe- 
ritance with thy Saints in Light. 

There let him be with thy E- 
lect Angels, thy blefled Saints de- 
parted, thy holy Prophets and 
Glorious Apoſtles, inall Joy, Glo- 
ry, Felicity, and Happineſs, for 
ever. Amen, 

Come, Lord Feſus, Come quickly, 
O Lord moſt Holy, O God moſt 
Mighty, O Holy and Merciful 
Saview, thou moſt worthy Judge 
Eternal, ſuffer bim not, ar this 


bis laſt Minute, for any Pains of 
J Death to fall from Thee. Amen. 


H Or 
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Or this may be added if there by 
Time, before the Dying Perſon 
Departs, 

O Lord our God, moſt Good and 

Mercitul. Thou art the God 
of the Spirits of all Fleſh, In thy 

Hand is the Soul of every Living 

thing, and the Breath ofall Man- 

kind. O keep the Soul of this 
thy Servant, which 1s now de- 
uu g, together with bi- [or ber | 

reath; and let it be ſo fate in 
thy gracious Cuſtody, as no kind 
of harm may happen to it, 

Thou that ſearcheſt the Hearr, 

Teeſt his Inficmities, and throughly 

underſtandeth both bis Wants 

and Dangers. Help him, O God, 
and that inſtantly, and abundant- 
ly in Proportion to them all. Let 
thy Spirit be with him, and thy 

Graces in him, and thy Comforts 

upon him, 1n fuch excellent Mea- 

ſures; as that Satan may ſee it is 


in vain to tempt bim, and be a- 


fraid to come near him. Compoſe 
his Mind, abate bs Miſcries, and 
ſtrengthen him to endure the 

5 Trou- 
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Troubles thou ſhalt inflict. Per- 
fett hs Repentance that thou 
may'ſt give him Pardon; and 
grant him thy Favour and full 
Aſſurance of it. Guard him by 
thine Angels. Guide him by thy 
Council, and let nothing be want- 
ing either to bs preſent Peace, or 
by future Bleſſedneſs. Let him 
abide in Communion with Thee, 
and.thy. Church ; and as he walks 
through the Valley and Shadow of 
Death, let him neither Fear, nor 
Feel any thing that # Evil. But 
now the Hour is come, that hx 
Body muſt die; Lord Feſis re- 
ceive bs Spirit. To Thee we 
commend it, whoſe Blood re- 
deem'd it; receive it, good Lord, 
receive it we beſeech Thee; e- 
ven into thy Father's Preſence, 
where . fulneſs of Foy, and aſſign it 
a Place at bu Right Hand, where 
there are Pleaſurs for evermore, 
Thou, O God, art our Hope 
and Strength, and a very preſent 
Help. in Trouble; thou haſt never 
fail d them that ſeek Thee. Bur 
| H 2. whilſt 
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whilſt we are ſpeaking, thou haft 
promiſed to hear; and before we 
call, thou haſt promiſed to an- 
ſwer; and thou haſt ſaid, thou 
keepeſt thy Promiſe for ever. 
Hear us, Lord, and graciouſly an- 
ſwer us; even for thy own Pro- 
miſe ſake, and for thy Dear Son 
our Saviour's fake; who hath 
commanded us to pray in his 
Name, and hath taught us to 
pray in theſe Words ; 

Our Father which art in Heaven, 
&c, 


A PRAYER to be uſed by « private 
Per ſen, or a Family, where one i. 
Dead in it; which may be ſaid at 
the end of Morning, Noon, and 
Evening Prayer; till the Body ef 
the deceaſed Perſon be interr'd. 


Oſt juſt art thou, O God, in 
all thy Dealings with us; 
and our Puniſhment is leſs than 
our Iniquities deſerve. And there- 
fore we delire to ſubmit with 
Humility and Patience to this ſad 
Diſpenſation of thy Divine Pro- 
vidence. 


Private Devotion), 175 


vidence. Be pleaſed ſo to ſanifie 
it to u, that at the breach thou» 
haſt made in this Family, thy 
Grace and Mercy may abundant- 
ly enter, and flow in upon #s. 


Thy Property is to bring Good 


out of Evil; O turn that Evil 
which is now befallen w, to the 
Good and Benefit of every one of 
. That fo we may be able to 
ſay, from happy Experience, chat 
the Houſe of Mourning is better than 
the Houſe of Feaſting ; while the 
Death of our Friend (thro? thy 
Bleſſing) ſhall conduce and Mi- 
niſter to our Spiritual advantage. 

Let the ſight of bs ſor ber] 
Change make us the more mind- 
ful of our own, and the Senſe of 
our Loſs make us cleave "the * 
more cloſely to Thee our God. 
Let the Remembrance of his Vir- 
tues, Make us follow bs Exam- | 

le. And the hope we have of 
55 being Bleſſed, cauſe us to prefs 
with the more earneſtneſs to- 
wards the Mark for the prize of 
the high Calling of God in _ 


Feſus, H 3 
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Ik our Sins, O Lord, (as we F 
have reaſon to fear) were the 
occaſion of this thy heavy Stroke, 


O let it awaken us totrueRepen- 


tance, and make us henceforth ſo 
watchful over our ways, as that | 
we may preſumptuoufly Sin no 
more, leſt worſe things yet ſhould |* 
come unto us, But let the Death | 
of thy Servant, ſtrike us with a |: 
molt lively Senſe of our Morta- | 


lity. With ſuch a Senſe of it, as 
may cauſe us ſo thoroughly to die 
to Sin, and live to Grace; as that 
when we die to Nature, we may 
depart in Peace and hope of Glo- 


> 
We evidently ſee before our 


Eyes, that Death bebe end of all |. 


Men; O let us that are living lay 


it to Heart; ſo lay it to Heart as 


to deſpiſe the World, to abhor all 
Evil, to delight in thy Word, to 
ſtudy thy Will, to obſerve thy 
Law, to ſeekt hy Love, and to take 
the beſt Courſe, and all poſſible 
Care to promote thy Honour and 
our own and othersHappineſs and 


-_ 
4 


Private Devotions, 175 


Wwe Salvation, that ſo when we go 
the the way of all the Earth, we may 


Ke, ¶ have thy Preſence go along with 
en- us, and give us reſt Eternal in 
1 ſo Heaven. | 

hat And regard, O Chrift, the im- 


20 portunate Deſires of thoſe thy Ser- 
ld vants, who long for thy appear- 
th ing, and Night and Day with 
14 reſtleſs Supplications, Sighs and 
ta- Tears, do humbly and heartily 
as pray and fue for it. Hear them 
lie we intreat Thee, and according 
at to thy laſt and moſt gracious pro- 
2y [3 miſe to thy militant Church, 
O- | 7 Come Lord Feſus, come quickly ; that 
2 ſo we, with all thy holy Ones, 
ir y miy together be glorified both in 
2 Soul and Body, and enjoy a 
5 7 moſt perfect and endleſs Bleſ- 
Ss ſedneſs by being with Thee, 


l 7 where thou art, to behold thy 
oO 7 Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Kc. | 

> 0 

1 * 
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A THANKSGIVING after Reco- 
very from 4 Sickneſs, to be ſaid by 
the Perſon himſelf, who 3s reſto- 
red to Health, which may be uſed 
by a Family for or with bim, with 
a little eaſie Alteration of Us for 
Me, and Him, and tbe like, 


Met Glorious God, and our 
moſt kind and Gracious Fa- 
ther, thou art Good, and thou do- 
eſt Good, and of thy Goodneſs to 
us there is no End. And there- 
fore it is, that I have Liberty and 
Occaſion to come now before 
Thee, not only with Prayer, but 
joy ful Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 

My very Soul doth magnifie 
Thee, O Lord, and all that is 
|. within me doth praiſe thy Holy 
Name, for the many unſpeaka- 
ble Mercies and Favours J have 
received from Thee. For My 
(Creation, Redemption, and the 


various and excellent means of 


My Salvatiow; for that Peace and 
Quietneſs ! feel in my Mind: For 
that meaſure of Health and 

Strength 


_—_ 
SS. 
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Strength 1 find in my Body, and 
for that Plenty of good Things I 
enjoy in the World, which thou 
denieſt ro Thouſands much bet- 
ter than my ſelf. 

More efpecially I laud Thee 
for thy ſignal Mercy 
to * me thy Servant * Or this, 
in relieving | me in, + Him or Her. 
and releaſing me from Bay 
that heavy Affliction Fan 
wherewith || I was 
Oppreſſed; and whereby if thou 
hadſt not interpoſed and pre- 
vented, I might have been quite 
overwhelm'd and ſwallowed up. 

O cauſe Me to underſtand, that 
as it was thy Hand which cor- 
rected Me, ſo it was thy Arm 
which ſupported and delivered 
Me. And let the Senſe of th 
Fatherly Kindneſs be perpetual- 
ly a prevailing Obligation upon 
me, to love and obey Thee in 
the remainder of My Life, with 
all Zealous Sincerity. 

And may what I have felt, and 
What I have ſeen of thy Power 

N and 
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and Security, in thy late dealings 
with me; make Me fear and 
ſtand in awe of thy Great Maje- 
ſty. Let it repleniſh My Soul 
-with ſuch awful Fear of Thee, 
as may keep me from offending 
Thee, leſt by Sin I provoke Thee 
to throw Me into freſh and more 
grievous Miſeries. 

But it thy Wiſdom ſees fit to 
exerciſe me with Sufferings; thy 
Holy Will be done, O Lord: On- 
ly fit me for them, I humbly be- 
ſeech Thee, uphold me in them, 
and aſſiſt me under them; teach- 
ing me to improve them, and 
granting me a ſeaſonable and hap- 
py Iflue out of them. That fo 
my Affiidions, which are but for 4 
moment, may work for me a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glo- 
7y: And I may have Cauſe not 
only to ſet forth thy Praiſes here, 
but to ſing Everlaſting Hallelu- 
jahs to Thee in the Manſions a- 
bove ; where all Tears ſhall be wi- 
ped from my Eyes, and Sin and 
Miſery ſhall] be no more. To 

| which 
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which bleſſed Place do thou, dear 
Lord, in thy infinite Mercy lead 
me, for his ſake who redeemed 
me, even thy Chriſt and my Feſus ; 
who hath given me Aſſurance, 
that whatever I ask in his Name, 
F ſhall receive. In his Name 
therefore, and in his Words. 7 
humbly conclude my unworthy 
Supplications. Our Father, &c. 
Thy Grace, O Lord Feſu Chriſt, 
thy Love, O Heavenly Father, 
thy Comfort and Conſolation, O- 
moſt bleſſed Spirit, be with me, and 
remain with me, now, and to the 
very Hour of my Death, and 
for evermore. Amen. 


A Devout Prayer to be ſaid-at any 
time, but eſpecially when you hear- 

a Paſſing Bel. 
Lord God, J confeſs my Ini-- 
uities, and my Sins are be- 
fore Thee, ſecret as well as known 
Sins: Create in me 4 clean Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. 
Cleanſe the wicked Thoughts ot 
mine Heart by the Iaſpiration el 
thy 
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thy Holy Spirit; forgive my wick- 
ed Thoughts as well as my evil 
Words and Actions. Give me 
thy Grace, that I may not only 
leave Sin for a time, but that I 
may loath Sin; that I may look 
upon Feſus Chriſt not only as a 
Saviour, which the very worſt of 
Men would be glad to do at their 
Deaths, but as a Sovereign to 
Rule and Reign in my Heart, 1 
am ſenſible it is in vain for me, 
with wicked Balaam, to deſire the 
Death of the Righteous, if I do not 
live the Life of the Righteous, While 
I live in the World, O let me not 
be of the World ; but be pleaſed 
ro endue me with ſo great a 
Meaſure of thy Spirit, that I may 
make it the great Pleaſure of my 
Life to do Thee Service, wheſe 
Service is perfect Freedom. Make 
me Humble, Charitable and O- 
bedient, willing to do good, not 

only to my Friends, but to my 
very Enemies, heartily forgiving 
them, as J delire to be forgiven, 


and returning to them Good for } 
Evil. 
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Evil. But, Lord, to all my Re- 
lations, Friends, and kind Bene- 
factors, return their 

kindneſs double in- 2 
to their own Bo- related and kind- 
ſoms. Take from et to you. 
me, Good Lord, both in my 
Health and Sickneſs, all that ſin- 
ful misbecoming Impatience 


which ſo much prevails over 


me : Let not the Fear of Death 
ſo much terrifie and diſcompoſe 
my Spirits ; but ſo moderate my 
Aﬀe&ions, that I may willingly 
and entirely ſubmit to thy Di- 
vine Will and Pleaſure, whether 
in Life or Death, Natural or Vio- 
lent, But I moſt humbly beſeech 
Thee, Heavenly Father, to pre- 
pare me for a better World, be- 
fore thou rakeſt me out of this: 
to prepare me, O Lord, by ſeal- 
ing to me a Pardon for all my 
Sins paſt, and giving me ſuch 
an aſſured well grounded Faith 
in Chrift Feſus, and ſuch an Ap- 
plication of his im putative Righ- 
reouſneſs, that when ! coma: 

ie, ' 
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die, I may have nothing elſe to 
do but to die, and furrender, tho 
a ſinful, yet a penitent Soul into 
the Hands of a gracious Redeem- 
er, While I live here, give me 
Grace that I may have dying 
Thoughts, that when I come to 
die, I may have living Hopes. 
Grant that I may live here in 
thy Fear, die in thy Favour, and 
at the End of my Days attain 
the End of my Hopes, even the 
Salvation of my Soul, in and 
thro? Chriſt Feſus my Bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, Amen. 

Our Father which art in Hea- 
ven, &c. 


( 
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When you are invited to 4 Funeral, a: 
you are going to the Houſe of Mourn- 
ing, it is very convenient to entertain 
ſome ſuch Meditations as theſe, — up · 
on the ſhortneſs of Life, the certainty 
of Death, and the uncertainty of the 
time and manner of it. — On Eterni- 

ty, and on the great Account you muſt 
give of all you have dons in the Body, 
whether it be Good or Evil. — And 

becauſe I wonld not keep, jou upon ſuch 


mel ane 


0 


le 


7 =" 0 


' Pricks, our higheſt Pleaſures go off 
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melancholy Thoughts as theſe tes long, 
therefore I would have you think up- 
on the Joys of Heaven, of that Ref 
that remains for the People of God ; 
of that better Country, that is, an 
Heavenly ene; ef that City that 
hath a Foundation, whoſe Maker 
and Builder is God; and of thoſe 
Joys which Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, nor hath it ever 
entred into the Heart of Man to 
conceive what God hath Jaid up 
fer them that love him. hen we 
come to Heaven, there we ſball be paſt 
doing, as well as paſt ſuffering Evil. 
There all Tears ſhall be wiped away 
from our Eyes, and we ſball obtain Joy 
and Gladneſ of Heart; and Sorrow 
and Sig bing ſball fly away. The Bleſ= 
ſings and Comforts which are reſerved 
for us in the other Life are ſincere, pure 
and unmixt. There ſball be no ſadneſs 
or bitterneſs intermingled with them. 
Our preſent Comforts are not ſuchs 
Here our fineff Gold is mingled with 
Duſt, and our pureſt Grain is blended 
with Chaff, our whiteft Hour hath its 
Bran, andour ſweeteſt Roſes have their 


with Pain, and our beſt Delights have 


omewhat in them, or ſomewhat with 
1 wy them 


— 
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t hem t hat damps and weakens them. 


But in Heaven our Joys ſhall be pure he 
(hal 


without Darkneſs, and Peace without (| oft 
Jot r 


7 


and Eternal. There ſhall be Light 


Trouble. Mirth without Heavineſe, 
and Eaſe without Aﬀiftion, Happi- 
neſs wit hout Care, and Pleaſure with- 
out Complaint or the leaſt Lament a- 
trons. We ſhall then enjoy Health 
without Sickneſs, Joy wit hout Sorrow, 
and fulneſs of Happineſs to all Eter- 
nity. Not for Days, or Weeks, or 
Months, or Years, or Ages; but for e- 
wer and ever. And this is that which 


is above all; we ſhall be ever with | 
the Lord, and ſhall ſee him, who ſhall | 


be all in all to us, yea, we ſhall fol- 
low the Lamb whitherſoever he goes. 
Such Meditations as theſe I would 


but 


for 
out 
* 


have you exerciſed in, which are of 1 


greater Uſe, and more becoming the 
Solemnities of Funerals, than idle and 
unproſit able Diſcourſe, which is too 
common in Burial Houſes. 


A Prayer to- be ſaid by one that in- 
tends to go to a Funeral, 


O Moſt Great and Glorious 
god, I now deſire to preſent 


both my Soul and Body to Thee, 


but 
2 
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ben. put cannot tell where I ſhall be 


rh the next moment, or whether I 


ſhall live to breath out the defires 


4 
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of my Soul once more unto Thee. 


for in thy Hand is the Breath of 
our Noſtrils, and when thou plea- 
{eſt we are turned to Deſtruction. 
I ſee, O Lord, now that thy late 
Providence has awakened me to 
think of my Departure, how un- 
rofitable my too many Cares are 
For the Things of this Life, how 
trifling all my Pleaſures, and that 
there 1s no ſolid Happineſs bur in 
thy Love, and a pious Hope of 


Immortality. 


Make me ſo wiſe as to under- 


| ſtand and conſider my latter end, 
to remember the ſhortneſs of my 
Time: And teach me fo to num- 


ber my Days, that I may apply 
my Heart unto Wiſdom. Let me 
never allow my ſelf in any Courſe 
of living, wherein I ſhall be loth 


to be found when I come to die. 
Help me ſo to live, as at the Hour 


of Death, I ſhall wiſh I had liv- 
ed, and ſo to make ready for 
Death 


185 Private Devotions. 


Death all my Days, that at my 
laſt Day, I may have nothing to 
do but to die. 

Let me not be arreſted with | 
unprovided and violent Death, 
that I be neither, unready in my F 
Accounts, nor ſnatch'd hence | 
with an imperfect Duty, nor ſur- 
priz'd in an act of Sin, nor called II 
upon when my Lamp is untrim- or 
med; let my Death be neither vio- W. 
lent nor untimely, haſty nor un- cor 
bleſſed, but after the ordinary Vi- Ian 
ſitation of Men, having in it an Þ| 8* 
excellent Patience, and an exem- I th: 
plary Piety, and the greateſt Senſe Þ ig 
and Demonſtration of thy Eternal I ne 
Mercy. Preſerve, O God, my ra 
Reaſon and Religion, my Faith Þ ot 
and my Hope, my Senſe and my II 
Speech perfect and uſeful till the Þ #» 
laſt of my Days, and grant that I 1 
may die the Death of the Righteous, | tl 
and let my laſt end be like to his, © 
free from Debt and deadly Sin; 
having firſt diſcharged all my Ob- 
ligations of Juſtice, and made 
competent Proviſion for my Rela- 

tions, 
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ions, that none of mine be left 
iſerable and unprovided in my 
Departure; but grant that ** 
Providence, an 
thy Spirit, they 
for ever Servants of the 


And continue in my Mind ho- 


ly Thoughts, and pious Inclina- 
tions, that my Love to this 
World may always be ſuch as is 
conſiſtent with my Love of Thee, 
and my Hopes of Heaven, and 
grant that the nearer I come to 
that Eternal World, the clearer 


fght I may have of my Happt- 
neſs, and attain the greater Aſſu- 


rance of thy Love, and be fuller 


of Jey in hope of thy Glory. 
This Mercy, O moſt Merciful Fa- 
ther, vouchſate ro give unto me 


and all thy faithful Servants, 
through Feſus Chriſt my Media- 
tor and Redeemer. 


Amen, 


Our Father, &c. 


Eja- 
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Ejaculations to be uſed as we are go. 
ing to Burial-Houſes, 
Etter it is to ge fo the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to go to the Houſe 
of Feafting, for Death is the end of all 
Men, and we that are living ſhould lay 
ir to our Heart. 

Whatſoever Death the juſt Man i: 
prevented with, he ſhall be at Reſt 

To whom to live is Chriſt, to thoſe 
fo die it Gain. 

God i:rour God, for ever and ever, he 
ſhall be our Guidt unto Death. 

So teach us to number our Days, that 
we may apply our Hearts to Wiſdom. 

Vouchſafe me, O Lord, thy ſweet 
and reviving Influences at my laſt 
Hour ; to ſupport and comfort me 
in my Departure hence. 

All the Days of my appointed time 
will I wait until my Change come. 

I ſhall go to Him for Hey] but He 
for She] ſhall not return to me. 

O Death, how bitter is the remem- 
brance of Thee to a Man that liveth at 
reft in his Poſſeſſion ? 

Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall 
be required of Thee, and then whoſe ſhall 
theſe Things be ? 

Watch therefore, for ye know not what 
Hour your Lord doth come. 

Dear 


| go. 
e of not to fear Death; with ſuch Hea- 


ouſe 

all 
lay 
| 2s 
ole 


, be 
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Dear God, fill my Soul with ſuch 
generous Courage as may make me 


venly Conſolations as may make me 
pleaſed with it; with ſuch Hear- 
ty Love to Thee, as may make me 
long and groan earneſtly for it, as a 
Tranſlation or Paſſage to thy Eter- 
nal Kingdom. 318 

O poſſeſs my Mind with ſuch 
Thoughts, and Hopes, and Deſires 
of thy Preſence to which Death leads 
me; that I may reckon it a Privi- 
lege or ſpecial Bleſſing, as openin 
me a way to immortal Happineſs. 
And what time or in what place or 
manner ſoever thou ſhalr ſend it; 
let me willingly and chearfully ſub- 
mit unto it, rendring Thanks tO God 
who hath given me the Victory over it, 
and great Benefits by ir. 

Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt thou 
ſhalt return. Pe NG 

The Living know that they ſhall die. 

Keep Innocency and take heed to-the 
thing that is right, for that ſball bring 
# Man Peace at laft ; 

They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhins as the 
brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 
that turn many to Righteouſneſs as the 
Stars for ever and ever. 

Lord 
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Lord, let me know my end; and tl, 
number of my Days, that I may be certi. 
fied how long 1 have tolive. 

O ſpare me a little, that I may reco- 
wer my Strength, before I go bence, and 
be no more ſeen. 

Glory be to the Father, &. 
Note, That any of theſe Ejacula- 
tions may be uſed as we are in the Bu. 
rial-Houſes, or following the Corps ti 
the Grave, or at any other time. 


4 Prayer for à due Conſiderat ion of our 
latter End, to be ſaid at our return 
home, which may be uſed at any ot her 


time. 


() Moſt Merciful God and Fat her; 
I the unworthieſt of all thy 
Children, proſtrate in thy Fear and 
ſacred Preſence, do from the bot- 
tom of my Heart moſt earneſtly de- 
ſire Thee to forgive my Offences, 
and cover all my Sins, and to ſhed 
down into me ſuch excellent Per- 
fections as may cauſe me to abhor 
all evil Ways, and to walk in Inno- 
cency and Righteouſneſs before 
Thee ſo long as I live. Aſſiſt me, 
O Lord, with thy Holy Spirit; Sanctiſie 
me, O God, with thy Heavenly 
Graces; Guard me by thy Glorious 


and 
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Ind mighty Angels; Govern me by 


thy wife and watchful Providence; 
Raiſe my Mind above all vain and 
earthly Things 3 and fill my Heart 
with Holy Affections and Heavenly 
Deſires. Keep me in continual 
Thoughts of my Mortality, of the 
Tranſitorineſs of my Life, and the 
certainty of my Death, and alſo of 


the poſſible nearneſs of the ſame. 


That confidering my abode upon 
Earth is but ſhort, and my depar- 
ture moſt ſure, and may alſo be 
ſudden; I may not venture to 
lie down and reſt in Sin, or to run 
on in corrupt and. unhallowed Cour. 


I ſes, but may follow after Righteouſneſs 


with all my Might, and work whilſt it is 
called to Day, as knowing that the Night 
cometh when no Man can Work. | 

I know and am fully ſenſible, O 
my God, that Duſt I am, and unto Duft I 
muſt return, That I have no abiding 
City upon Earth; but am a Pilgrim and 
Stranger as all my Fathers were, That 
my Breath is in my Neſtrils, and my 
Life is but for a Moment, and when 
a few Years or Days are come, I 
ſhall go the way from whence I ſhall 
not return. Then the Earth ſhall 
receive my Body,and Heaven or _ 

a 
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ſhall receive my Soul, and unſpeaka. 
ble Happineſs or intolerable Miſery 
ſhall be my Portion to eternal Ages. 
O that theſe Thoughts might fink 
deep into me, that theſe Confidera. 
tions might make ſtrong and laſting 
Impreſſions upon me. That think. 
ing ſerioufly what I am, and whi. 
ther I am going: I may fo pre. 
pus for my final Change, as to be 

lefſed in it when it comes. To 
which end be thou my God, I hum. 
bly beſeech Thee, and my Guide 
unto Death, and ſo lead me to it, and 
aſſiſt me in it, and carry me thro' 
it, as that it may be a Paſſage to 
Everlaſting Life, and an happy 
Tranſlation of me to the Trium. 
phant Joys and endleſs Felicity of 
the State above. 

Theſe humble Deſires, with all my 
various and urgent Neceſſities, which 
thou, O Ged, knoweſt much better 
than my ſelf, I earneſtly commend 
to thine Infinite Pity, in the Name 
and Words of the ever Bleſſed Jeſus, 
ſaying as he hath taught and com- 
manded me ; _ 

Our Fat her, &c. FG 5 78. 
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BOOKS proper to be gi 
away ; Price 6 d. each, Bound, 
or F 8. per Dozen, 


5 HE Chriſtian Monitor, con- 

taining an Earneſt Exhortati- 
on to an Holy Life: With ſome 
Directions in order thereto. Writ- 
ten in à plain and eaſie Stile, for 
all Sorts of People. Printed on a 
larger Letter than the former 
Editions, 

The Daily Companion, with 
Chriſtian Supports under the 
Troubles of this World, to com- 
fort and ſuccour all thoſe who in 
this Tranſitory Life are in Trou- 
ble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or 
any other Adverfity. Unta which 
are added Prayers and Meditations 
ſuicable for all Perfans afflicted in 
Mind, Body, or Eſtate, The Sixth 
Edition. 

Spiritual Counſel, or the Father's 
Advice to his Children. By the 
Reverend Mr. John Norris, M. A. 


The 16th Edition, 


\ 


t 


Books proper to be given away, 
A Companion to the Altar: 
$hewing the Nature and Neceſſity 
uf a Sacramerital Preparation, in 
order to our Worthy Receiving 
the Holy Communion. Wherein 
thoſe Fears and Scruples about 
Eating and Drinking Unworthily, and 
of incurring. our own Damnation there- 
by, are proved groundleſs and un- 
warrantable. Unto whichare added, 
Prayers and Meditations prepara- 
tive to a Sacramental Preparation, 


according to what the Church o 


England requires from her Com- 
municants. The Ninth Edition, 
N B. This Companion to the Al. 
Par is bound up with the beſt and 
Aneſt Common Prayers of all Sizes 
(Ruld or Uuru a). To which may 
he added, the new invented Set of 
Hiſtorical Cuts, bound in great Va. 
riety of Nice Bindings, with Com 
un- Prayers of all Sizes, Ru d or Un 
rd, the Cuts Painted or Unpainte: 
The Benefit of Early Piety, re 
ommended to all Young Perſons 
Ay V. Smithies, late Morning Le 


Kurer of St. Michael's Cornhill in 


Lenin. The 14th Edition. 
* 5 IN; 
e 66, 
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Dos proper to be given away. 
' The Daily Self. Examinant : Or, 
an Earneſt Perſuaſive co the Dut 
of Daily Self-Examination ; with 
Devout Prayers, Meditations, Di- 
rections and Ejaculations for an 
Holy Life and Happy Death. The 
Seventh Edition. 

The Communicant's conſtant” 
Exerciſe. In Two Parts. Contain- 
ing, L. An Earneſt Exhortation to the 
Communion : With proper Devo- 
tions Before, At and After Receiv- 
Jing. II. His Duty of Conſideration, 
Reſolution, and actual Amendment 
A. after Receiving the Bleſſed Sacra- 
and] ment. The Fifth Edition. 

20 The Devout Chriſtian's Prepara- 
tive to Death. Written by Eraſmus, 
FJ now render'd into Engliſh. To 
{| which are added, Meditations, 

Prayers and Directions for Sick and 
Dying Perſons. Recommended as pro- 

per to be given at Funerals, The 
Sixth Edition. Theſe Three by 

Robert Warren, D. D. 

A ſmall Number of the 
| faid Tranſlation of Eraſmus on 
Death, is Printed on fine Paper and 
| the largeſt Print, for the Benefit of 

Iche Aged. Price bound 15. 6 4. 
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Books proper to be given away, BO 
A rich Treaſure at an Eaſie Rate; 
Or, the ready Way to true Con. 
rent. A Shore and Pleaſant Dif. 
courſe, manifeſtly ſhewing how 
inconſiſtent Riches is with Piet) 
uſually, and how Oppoſite Poverty 
is often. Together with the happy 
Agreement and ConjunCtion of H. 
neſt Labour, Real Goalineſi, and Soul. 
Content. The Third Edition. 

The Devout Soul's Daily Exer. 
ciſe; in Prayers, Contemplation 
and Praiſes ; Containing Devotions 
for Morning, Noon and Night, for 
every Day in the Week. With 
Prayers and Thankſgivings for 
Perſons of all Conditions, and up. 
on all Occaſions, by R. P. D. D. 
The Fourth Edition, 


The London New Method andf 


Art of Teaching Children to Spell} 
and Read; ſo as they may, with- 
out the Help of any other Books, 
read the Bible in leſs than Twelve 
Months. Note, This Way © 
Teaching is approved by moſt 
School-Maſters as the beſt, 
here are ſome printed on 
fine Paper, bound up with Cuts. 
Price 8 a | 


IBO proper to be given 
" away; Price 3d. each, Stitebt, 
or 205. per Hundred. 

oh 4 concerning the Excel- 
lency and Uſefulneſs of the 

Common- Prayer. By Wiliam Bewe- 

ridge, D. D. The 25th Edition. 

The Chriſtian's Daily Monitor 

Jon the Four Laſt Things, wiz. 

Death, Judgment, Heaven and 

Hell. Being an Earneſt Exhortation 

xer. Ito a Holy Dying. With proper 

ions Directions in order to a timely Re- 
ions pentance. Alſoſuitable Prayers and 
for] Ejaculations for Sick Perſons. 

Vith! Of Religious Diſcourſe in Com- 
for} mon Converſation. In Three Parts. 
up i By J. Norris. M. A. Rector of Be- 

Iten near Sera. The gth Edit. 

The Chriſtian Monitor, contain- 
and ing an Earneſt Exhortation to an 
ell Holy Life : with ſome Directions 

vith.$in order thereto. Written in a 

zoks, | plain and Eaſie Stile, for all ſorts 

'elve of People. : 

off Note, The Chriſtian Monitor is 

moſt alſo Printed in W:!:ch. Price 3 d. 

| ſtitcht, or 205. a Hundred. 

d on! The Continual Pleaſure of a Re- 

"urs J Iigious Life. And Devout Prayers 

ſuitable to each important Subject. 

2 KA By R. Warren, * he W 

9 3 


OMPAanton 0 Altar: 
Shewing the Nature and Ne. 


ceſſity of a Sacramental Preparati- 


on, in order to our Worthy Re- 
ceiving the Holy Communion, 
Wherein thoſe Fears and Scruples 
about Eating and Drinking Unwort hi- 
ly, andof incurring our own Damnation 
thereby, are proved groundleſs and 
unwarrantable. Unto which are 
added, Prayers and Meditations 


. preparative to a Sacramental Pre. 


paration, according to what the 
Church of Engl/andrequiresfrom her 
Communicants. The NinthEdition. 
Price ſtitch'd 4 d. or 25 5. Hundred. 

Omega: A Poem on the laſt 
Judgment. In Ocavo. Price 4 4. 

The Mite put into the Treaſury: 
Or, a Poetical Eſſay upon the fol- 
lowing Subjects, viz. I.TheBaptiſ- 
mal Vow, II. The Creed or Belief. 
III. The Decalogue, or Ten Com- 


mandments. IV. A ſhort Comment 


on the Lord's Prayer, with Di- 
reſſions upon the Future Reward, 
eath and Hell. In 8 v. Price 2 d. 

Orders, By-Laws and Ordinances 
for the good Government and Re- 

1 of the Perſons Licenſed to 
eep and Drive Hackney-Coaches, 

and their Renters and Drivers. 

Price 3 a. * 
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A Catatoane of all the Bod 
wrote by J. Norris, M. A. 
Rector of Bemerton nea 
Sarum. 


| HEORY and Regulation 
of Love; a Moral Eſſay, 
in Two Parts: With ſome 
Motives to the Study and Practice 
lar Love by way of Conſi- 
deration: To which ate added, 
Letters Philoſophical and Moral, 
between the Author and Dr. Henry, 
More. The Seventh Edition. ms 
Letters Philoſophical, Moral and 


Divine, to the Reverend Mr. Jobu 


Norris, with his Anſwers. The 
Second Edition Corre&ed * the 
Authors with ſome few Things 
added. | | 

A Treatiſe concerning Chriſtian 
Prudence : Or the Principles of 
Practical Wiſdom, fitted to the Uſe 
of Human Life, and deſign'd for 


the better Regulation of it. In 8 ο. 


The Seventh Edition. Price 47. 
Of Religious Diſcourſe in Com- 
mon Converſation. In Three Parts, 
The.gth Edition. Price 3 4. Stitcht 
or 20 f. per Hundred. | 
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Books lately Printed 


A Collection of Miſcellanies, 
conſiſting of Poems, Eſſays, Dif. 
courſes and Letters. 

Practical Diſcourſes in Four Vo- 
mes. In 8 vo. Price 107. 
Vol. I. Upon the Beatitudes. 
To which are added Curſory Re- 
fle ctions upon a Book call'd, 4. 
Eſſay concerning Human Underſtanding. 
And a Brief Conſideration of the 
Remarks made upon the foregoing 
Reflections by « in Gentlemen of 
the At henian Society. The 8th Edit. 
Vol. II. Containing, 1. A Diſ- 
courſe concerning Worldly and 
Divine Wiſdom. 2. Concerning 
Righteons and Unrighteous Judg- 
ment. 3. Concerning Religious 


Singularity. 4. Concerning the 


Excellency of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving. 5, The Importance of a 

eligious Life conſidered from the 
Happy Concluſion of it. 6. Concern- 
ng Heavenly-Mindedneſs. 7. Of 
Submiſſion to Divine Providence, 
8. Concerning the Folly of Cove. 
touſneſs. 9. Concerning the Con- 
Qideration of God, and of the Divine 
Preſence. 1b. Concerning doing 
? God's Will on Earth as it is in 
„ Heaven, The Eighth n , 

01, 


for Edmund Parker. 


Vol. III. 1. The Meaſure of 


Divine Love. 2. The Natural and 
Moral Vanity of Man. 3. That the 
Law is not made void throughFaith, 
4. The Origin and the Relief of all 


Trouble and Uneaſineſs of Mind: 


5. The Natural and Moral Union 
of the Soul with God. 6. The 
Honour due to good Men, and the 
Crime of treating them with Scorn 
and Contempt. 7. The ſeveral Ways 
whereby God Addreſſes himſelf to 
Man. The Eighth Edition. 

Vol. IV. Containing, 1. Of Re- 
ligious Diſcourſe in Common Con- 
verſation, 2. Of the Fear of Death. 
3. Concerning theExtent of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction. 4. Concerning Pra- 


Ctical Atheiſm. 5. Of Walking by 
Faith= 6. Concerning Charity to 


the Poor. 7. 3 the Right 
Uſe of the World. 8. Concerning 


the Succeſſive Vanity of Human: 


Life. 9. An Admonition Concern= 
ing two late Books call'd, A Dif- 


courſe of the Love of God, The 


Eighth Edition. 


An Account of Reaſon and 


Faith: In Relation to the My- 
ſeries of Chriſtianity, The 1ath 
Edition, 
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BOOKS lateh printel 


A Philoſophical Diſcourſe con- 
Cerning the Natural Immortality 
.of the Soul. Wherein the Great 
Queſtion of the Soul's Immortalit 

is endeavour'd to be rightly Stated, 


and fully Clear'd. Occaſion'd by 


Mr. Dodwell's late Epiſtolary Diſ- 
courſe. In two Parts. In 8 v0. The 
Fourth Edition. 

A Letter to Mr. Dodwel! concern- 
ing the Immortality of the Soul 
of Man, in Anſwer to one from 
him relating to the ſame matter. 
Being a further purſuance of the 
Philoſophical Difcourſe. In 89. 
The Fourth Edition. 

An Eſſay towards the Theory of 
the Ideal or Intelligible World, 
Defign'd for Two Parts. The 
Firſt conſidering it abſolutely in 
It felf, and the Second in Relation 


ro Human Underſtanding. Part 1. 


In 8ve. The Third Edition. 

An Eſſiy towards the Theo 
of the Ideal or Intelligible World. 
Being the Relative Part of it. 
Wherein the Intelligible World 
is conſider'd with relation to Hu- 


man Underſtanding. Whereof 


ſomeAccount is here attempted and 
propoſed · Part 2. In 8 The 1 
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for Edmund Parker. 


A Practical Treatiſe concerning: 
Humility, Deſign'd for the Fur- 
therance and Improvement of that 
Vertue, both in the Minds and 
Lives of Men. Containing, 1. An 
Account of the Nature of Humi- 
Iity. 2: Of the immediate Founda- 


tion of Humility, the Knowledge- 


of our ſelves. 5. The Reaſonable- 
neſs of Humility, wherein the par- 
ticular Reafons why we ſhould be 
Humble are conſider'd. 4. Of the 
Excellency of Humility. 5. The 
Neceſſity of Humility conſider' d. 
6. Of the particular Duty and Bf. 
fects of Humility, with ſome Re- 
marks upon the Signs of it. 7. The 
Sinfulneſs, Odiouſneſs, and -Folly- 
of Pride, with ſome Reflections 


upon the Pride of this Preſent Age. 


3 Some of the principal Remedies: 
againſt Pride,. or: Means for. the- 
better attainment of Humility con- 


fider'd. 9. A Devotional Medita- 


tion, upon the ſeveral Degrees of 
Humiliation, in the Perſon of Feſus- 
Chriſt. ro. A Concluding Exhor-- 
tation to the Study and Practice of 
the true 28 Humility, In 
346. The Fifth Editions _ 

Treetiſss: 


Books lately Printed 


Treatiſes upon ſeveral Subjects 
formerly Printed ſingle, now col - 
lected into Two Volumes, viz. 

1. Reaſon and Religion, Or the 
Grounds and Meaſures of Devoti- 


on, | conſidered from the Nature 


of God, and the Nature of Man, 
in ſeveral Contemplations, with 
Exerciſes of Devotion applied to 
every Contemplation. The Sixth 
Edition. 

2+ The Charge of Schiſm conti. 
nued ; being a Juſtification of the 
Author of Chriſtian Bleſſedneſs, 
for his charging the Separatiſts 
with Schiſm, norwithſtanding the 
'Toleration. In a Letter to a City 
Friend. The Seventh Edition. 

- 3+ Spiritual Counſel, or the Fa. 
ther's Advice to his Children, The 
Sixteenth Edition, 

6 Refle&ions upon the ConduRt 
of Human Life with Reference to 
the Study of Learning and Know- 
ledge; in a Letter to the Excellent 
Lady, the Lady 4aſbam. To which 
is annexed a Viſitation Sermon. 
The Fifth Edition. 

5. Two Treatiſes concerning the 
Divine Light, the firſt being an 
Anſwer to a Letter of a Learned 

Quaker. 


for Edmund Parker, 


Quaker. The ſecond being a Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Groſneſs of 
the Quakers Notion of the Light 
within, with their Confuſion and 
Inconſiſtency in explaining it, The 
Second Edition. 
| Letters concerning the Love of 
God; between the Author of the 
Propoſal to the Ladies and Mr. John 
Norris; wherein his late Diſcourſe, 
ſhewing, that it ought to be intire 
and excluſive of all other Loves, is 
farther cleared and juſtified. In 8s. 
The 2d Edit. correQed by the Au- 
thors, with ſome few things added. 
The laſt Twenty One by 
the Reverend Mr. Jobn Norris, M.A, 
Rector of Bemerton near Sarum, 
Maximum in Minimo; Or, Mr. 
Jeremiah Rich's Pen's Dexterity 


compleated. Being the plaineſt and 


eaſieſt Method of writing SHORT- 
HAND, To which are added, The 
Terms of the Law compleat in 
Characters at length, being of great 
uſe to all Lawyers and others who 
take Tryals at large in Courts. 
Never done till now. By Sam. Bot ley. 
The whole curiouſly Engrav'd on 
Thirty Copper Plates, Pr. 15, 6 d, 


BOOKS 


oP LITE IOC TOTTISEOT oF SLOT SIG 
BOOK S lately Printed for 


and Sold by EyuunDPaRxktR 
at the Bible and Crown in 


Lombard-Street, 

Rithmetick made eaſie, ac» 
cording to the New Method 

now taught and practis'd in London. 
Wherein theRules of that neceſſary 
Art are briefly explain'd, and illu- 
ſtrated with ſuch familiar Examples 
as may ſuit the meaneſt Capacity, if 


they deſire to learn it. To whichis, 


added a Succinc Treatiſe of D-cimal 
Frafions, with Compleat Tables 
Rules and Examples demonſtrating 
the fame. The like not extant in 


ay other Treatiſe of this Nature.. 
The 


7th Edition. By John Copeland, 
Writing-Maſter. Price bound -, 
The Hiſtory of Madamoiſelle 4: 
St. Phale; giving a full Account 


of the Miraculous Converſion of a 


Noble French Lady and her Daugh- 
ter to the Reformed Religion. 
With the Defeat of the Intriegues 
of a Jeſuite their Confeſſor. Tran- 
flated out of Fench by B. Star, 


late of Topſham inDewvonſbire. The 6th 


Edition. Tlluftrated with Copper 
Cuts, Piice 14, 64. 


Nor 


for Edmund Parker. 


For the Compleating of Pſalmo- 
dy. The Devout Singer's Guide; 
containing all the Common Tunes 
now in Ute, with Sele& Portions of 
the Pſalms adapted to each Tune, 
and Rules for Singing Treble and 
Baſs, To which is added, A Table 
ſhewing at one View what Pſalms 
and Hymris are proper to each he 
both inthe Old Verſion of Mr. Hop- 
kins and Mr. Stern hold, and in the 
New Verſion of Dr. Frady and 


Mr. Tate. And Directions for Pariſh 


Clerks in the Choice of Proper 
Plalms on moſt Occaſions, By S. 
Shenton ; and Recommended by p. 
Jeynſon, D. Warner, and other Sing- 
os The 4th Edition ; to 
which is added Five Tunes, con- 
taining their Cantus, Medius and 
Baſſus, not in the former Editions. 
Price bound 15. 

Choice Emblems, Divine and 
Moral, Ancient and Modern: Or, 
Delights for the Ingenious, in 
above Fifty ſelect Emblems, curi- 
ouſly Engraven upon Copper Plates. 
With Fifty pleaſant Poems and 
Lots for illuſtrating each Emblem. 
Price bound 17. 6 4. 


Practical 
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Books lately Printed 


Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral 
Subjects, By John Score, D. D. late 
Rector of Sr. Giles in the Fields, in 
Two Volumes. Vol. I. Containing. 
t. A Diſcourie concerning Bodily 
Exerciſe in Religion. 2. Of the 
Neceflity of a Publick National 
Repentance. 3. Concerning the 
meet Fruits of Repentance, and the 
Neceſſity of bringing forth ſuch 
Fruits. 4. Concerning a Death-Bed 
Repentance. 5. On the great Evil 
of deferring Repentance. 6. Of 
Submiſſion to the Will of God, 
7. Concerning Self.denial. 8. A 
Reſolution of that Grand Caſe, how 
a Man may know whether he be in 
a State of Grace and Favour with 
God. 9. Concerning the Nature of 
Wilful Sins. 10. Of the Excellency 
of the Chriſtian Religion to pro- 
curePeace and Satisfaction of Mind, 
11. Shewing that when Mens 
Minds are divided between God 
and their Luſts, they muſt lead 
very anxious and unſtable Lives. 
The 5th Edition in 8vo. Pr. 4 s. 
Vol. II. Concerning Obedience 
and the Love of God. The Fifth 


Edition in Odi ao, Price 4 5. 
5 Moral 


for Edmund Parker. 


Moral Eſſays, contain'd in ſeveral 
Treatiſes on many Important Du- 
ties. Written in French by Meſſeurs 
iu Port Royal: Engliſhed by a Perſon 
of Quality. The Fourth Edition, 
with Amendments, In 4 Volumes. 

The Pen's Dexterity : Or, The 
Ingenious and Uſeful Art of Writ- 
ing Short-hand. Containing Twenty 
Copper Plates (curiouſly engrav'd 
in the Author's Life-time for the 
Uſe of his Scholars) of all the Let- 
ters, Characters and Contractions 
uſed therein. With Rules and Di- 
reQtions explaining the ſame to the 
meaneſt Capacity. Whereunto are 
added, Law-Terms, with other 
Diſcourſes,as on War, T rade, Birds, 
Beaſts, Fruit, Vermin, &. Ap- 
prov'd by both Univerſities, Pra- 
tis'd by Honourable Perſons, E- 
minent Lawyers and Gentlemen ; 
ind is of ſpecial Uſe for Travellers, 
Hiſtorians, c. By Feremiah Rich. 
The 16th Edition. Price 159. 
Short Writing the moſt Eaſie, 
Exact, Lineal and Speedy Method 
hat hath ever been Obtained or 
Taught. By Theophilus Metcalfe, the 
ifry Fifth Edition. Price 1 6 

n 


| 


BF Rooks late ly Printed 


f 


r. AnExplication of the Creed, the 
Ten Commandments, andthe Lord's 
Prayer. Written by J. Rawlet, B. D. 
Author of the Chriftian Moniter, on 
purpoſe to prevent the ill Effects 
which might ſpring from divers 
Popiſh Books induſtriouſly ſpread 
about to ſeduce unwaryProteſtants, 
'The Seventh: Edition, with the 
Addition of divers Forms of Prayer 
upon ſeveral Occaſions, both for 
Families and Private Perſons. Price 

15. 6 4. 

2. A Treatiſe of SacramentalCove. 
nanting with Chriſt, ſhewing the 
Ungodly their Contempt of Chriſt, 
in their Contempt of the Sacramen- 
tal Covenant: With a Preface chiefly 
deſigned for the Satisfafion of Diſſen- 
ters, and to ex hort all Men to Peace and 
Unity. The 7th Edit. Price in Calf ;. 

3. A Dialogue betwixt two Prote- 
ſtants, in anſwer to a Popiſh Ca- 
techiſe, &. 

4. Poetick Miſcellanies, Or Poems 
apon ſeveral Occaſions. Price 15.64 


he Four laſt by John Rawlet, B. D. 


Author of the Chriſtian Monitor 
and late Lecturer of St Nichola 
Church in the Town and Count 
of Newcaftl; upon Tine, 


Eng 


Eng 


| Copper. 


for Edmund Parker. 


England's Perfect School-Maſter; 
with Directions for exact Spelling, 
Reading, Writing and Arithme- 
tick. Shewing how to Spell or 
Read any Chapter in the Bible by 
Four and Twenty Words only, 
with Examples of moſt Words from 


One to Six Syllables, both in whole 


Words, and alſo divided: with 
Rules how to Spell them. Alſo how 
to ſpell all ſuch Words which are 
alike in ſound, yet different intheir 
Senſe and Spelling. Together with 
the true Meaning and Uſe of all 
Stops and Points, to be obſerved by 
all that would Read and Write well. 
With a Table of Orthography, 
ſhewing how to Write true Eng- 
liſh: with ſeveral Copies of the 
moſt uſual Hands Engraven in 
As alſo variety of Pieces 
in Engliſh Verſe on the moſt re- 


| markable Paſſages mention'd in 


Scripture ; very uſeful for Writ- 
ing-Schools. Laſtly, Directions 
for Writing of Letters, Acquit- 


| tances, Bills of Exchange, Bills of 


Parcels, Bills of Debt, Bonds, &c. 
How to ſtate Accounts aright, & c. 
By Nathaniel Strong, late School- 
Maſter in London. The Tenth Edi- 
tion, Corrected and much Enlarged. 


| Books Lately Printed 


The Family Companion : Or, Forms 
of Prayer for every Day in the 
Week, Morning and Evening. Alſo 
Prayers and Thankfgivings upon 
ſeveral Occaſions, as well for the 
Uſe of Particular Perſons as Fami- 
lies. By Dr. Meriton. The 14th 
Edition. Price 1s, 

A Charge of Hereſy maintained 
_— Mr. Dodwell's late Epiſtolary 

iſcourſe concerning the Mortality 
of the Soul. By way of Addreſs to 
the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land. Laying open his Oppoſition 
to the received Creeds, and his 
Falfification of all Sacred and Pro- 
fane Antiquity» To which are 
added, Seven Annotations. Anno- 
tation 1. concerning the New Pro- 
clamation of War againſt the Devil. 
By. Edmund Chiſb ull, B. D. late 
Chaplain at Smyrna, and Fellow of 
C. C. C. Oxon. In 8 vo. The 5th 
Edition. Price 3 5. 

Principles of Religion now 
owned by the Diſſenters, proved to 
be agreeable to the Articles and 
Homilies of the Church of England, 
The Fourth Edition, 


E/p's 


for Edmund Parker, 


Mſop's Fables, with Morals and 
Reflections as improv d by Sir Rege- 
L'Eſtrange, done into Variety of 
Engliſh Verſe. Illuſtrated with Cuts 
euriouſly engrav'd onCopperPlates, 
Very uſeful to divert and inſtru& 
Young Gentlemen and Ladies in 
the Conduct of Human Life. The 
4th Edition. Price bound 25. 6 d. 

Mr. Jordaine's Duodecimal A- 
rithmetick, being the moſt conciſe 
and exact Method extant. In Three 
Books. Containing Notation, Ad- 
dition, Subtraction, Multiplication, 
Diviſion, Reduction, Extraction of 
the Square and Cube Roots, Rule 
of Proportion Direct and Reverſe, 
Duodecimally performed, and very 
Practically applied to the M eaſu- 
ring of all ſorts of Superficies and 
Solids, as Board, Glaſs, &. Timber, 
Stone, &c. and that with more Eafe 
and Expedition than by Vulgar or 
Decimal Arithmetick. Very Uſeful 
for all ſorts of Men, as well Gen- 
tlemen as others, but eſpecially for 
Merchants, Writiag-Moſtert, and all 
2 Artificers, And all the 
Rules made Plain and Eaſie for the 


meaneſt Capacity. The 8 
alf 3 . 
Praci- 


on. 89. Price bound in 


— 
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Books lately Printed 


Practical Diſcourſes upon the Pa- 
rables of our Bleſſed Saviour, with 
Prayers annex'd to each Diſcourſe. 
In Two Volumes 8 vo. By Francis 
Bragge, B. D. Vicar of Hitchin, and 
Prebendary of Lincoln. The 6th Edit. 
Price 10 5. 

Stan hope on the Epiſtles and 
Goſpels... 4 Vols. in 8 Pr. 205. 

A Compleat Colle&ion of Cuts 
of the Old and New-Teſtament, 
well Deſign'd and Engraved ; Di- 
verting and Uſeful (for Young Per- 
ſons eſpecially) in helping them to 
Attain to the Knowledge of the 
Hiſtorical and moſt Remarkable 
Paſſages therein. Price 5 Shillings, 

A Guide to Engliſh Juries: Set- 
ting forth their Antiquity, Power 
and Duty. from the Common Law 
and Statutes. With a Table. By a 
Perſon of Quality. Alſo a Letter to 
the Author upon the ſame Subject. 


Price 15. 


Tuſt 


for Edmund Parker. | 


Juſt Publiſhed for the Uſe of Grocert, 
Druggiſts, Soapmakers, Tobacco- 
niſts, Cheeſemongers, Seedſmen,. 
and all other Traders that deal by 
WW; eight . 


An Exact Table, ſhewing the 
Value of One Hundred and Twelve 
Pound Weight, from One Farthing. 
to One Guinea per Pound; En- 
graven on a Copper Plate on Royal 
Paper, and ſo adapted, that a Vouth 
of Ten Fears of Age, who hath any 
knowledge in Arithmetick, may. 
reſolve you the Price of any Com- 
modities as faſt as you can ask the 
Queſtion. Price Six Pence. 

A Short View of Mr. ion s. 
Chronology of the Old Teſtament, 
and his Harmony of the Four Evan» 
getiſts; with a Poſtcript about our 
Rule for keeping Eaſter; in An- 
ſwer to the Diſſenters. By John 
right, M. A. Rector of Kirron in 
Nor tingbamſbire. The Second Editi- 
on, with the Addition of a Reply 
to the Remarks of a Diſſenter, up- 
en our Rule for keeping Faſter. 


Price 12. 


Bibles 
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Books proper tobe given away. 


or for the Uſe of Schools, c. 
— {mall Sizes and fine Chara- 
fer (for Gentlemen and Ladies) 
bound in all ſorts of nice Bindings. 
— ſmall Folio or Quarto, for 
Families. | 
Common Prayers, large, for the 
Uſe of Churches or Chapels. 
Paper Marble. by Samuel Pope 


Bibles proper for Charity-Gifts 


i 
7 


for Merchants Notes or Bills o? 


Exchange; to prevent Counterfeit. I 
ing, or any ofthe Companies Bonds, 


are now Marbled by him to perfe. 


ction, and Cheaper than formerly. 


Late Publiſh'd, a Choice Col. 


lection of Cuts for Copy-Book-Cos 
vers, well Engrav'd on Copper. 


Plates, for the Uſe of Writing- 


Schools, 

Where likewiſe all Sogie- 

ties, Shopkeepers,or Country Chap- 

men, who want Bibles, Common- 

8 Teſtaments, Pfalters 
e 


ling-Books, Primers, and a 
ther ſorts of Books, c. may by 
furniſh'd, with them either WhoId : 


fale or Retail at the loweſt Prices ö 
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